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ERRATA. 

P. 24, line 1.— For the wordd " sheriff^clerk/' read " tkinff, or AmJTt whuituu:' 
P. 32. — ^The whole paragraph beginning " Penoni employid by eandidaUs, eountel, 

agmtt" &c., should be struck out 
P. 33. — Add at the end of the chapter the following words : — " And by the Z6th iec- 
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P. 44 — 51. — In the titles of sections 3 and 6, for the word '< candidates/' read 
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P. 55. — ^The whole of the eighth paragraph, beginning " And by the," was intended 

to be omitted, except the words " 36th section of ihe Reform Act, 2 and 3 W. 4. 
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CHAPTER I. 

OF THE PREPARATION OF THE REGISTER OF VOTERS. 

Section I. — Cf Claims to vole far Shire Elections, — How 

and when to he delivered. 

Every person claiming to vote at county elections^ under Voters to send 
any of the qualifications described in the chapter on " Proper *^ ^***™** 
Persons to be Registered," must, before the 20th August of the 
present year, give in a claim, of which the following is a 
form, subscribed by himself, or his agent, to the schoolmaster 
of the parish in which the property — or the greater part of 
it — on account of which he claims to vote, is situate; or, if 
the schoolmaster be incapacitated, or the office be vacant, 
then to any individual actually officiating as schoolmaster, or 
to the schoolmaster of the next adjoining parish, whose re- 
sidence is nearest to the vacant school.^ 

Shire of I A, B, [/)e«^fiw(ww] hereby j.,^^ ^f ^.i^im. 

claim to be enrolled as a Voter in the County of as 

Proprietor [or Tenant] of the Lands or Houses, Fen Duties, ^c. 
of in the Parish of and County of 

(Date,) (Signed) A. B.% 

(1) Reform Act, s. 13. (2) Schedule F. in app. 



2 OF THE PREPARATION 

^M. Every party claiming to be registered miut^ at the time 

of making his daim^ pay a fee of two shillings for the use of 
the sheriff-clerk,^ 
Persons object- Those who may have claimed to be registered for the 
noVBM accoid-'^ county^ and intend to object to the registration of any persons 
iogly- named in the list of claimants^ to be prepared and affixed by 

the schoohnastersj (see section 13) mast send in to the school- 
masters, by the 5th September, a note of their objections, ac- 
cording to the form here shown. 

The form. Shire of I E. F. object io the Chiim of 

^. ^. to be admitted [or to continne on the Boll] as a Voter for the 
Shire of on the following Ground; [here may be 

stated shortly the Grroundy as that Property or Occupancy not of suffi- 
cient Value i that the Party is not or has ceased to he ProprietSTy 
Tenant^ or Occupant ; that he has not paid Taxes ; that he is per- 
sonally disqualified^ as being a Minor^ a fatuous Person^ an Officer 
of ike Revenue^ jre.'] and I crave to be heard on the said Objection 
before the Sheriff.' 

(Date.) (Signed) JB. F. 

The agent of the objecting party is competent to sign tiie 
note. • 

Schoolmaster ^ <»rder to prove that such note of objections has been doly 

to certify the lodged, the schoolmaster is required to fill up and subscribe 

lodgment of it. ^, j. ,i . * - 

the following form :— 

Form. Objections to No. lodged with me G, JET., School- 

master, this Day of 

(Signed) G. H,t 

Objector to Every party so objecting must, within two days after 

partyobjwjted ^^%*^ *^® objection, give notice to the party objected to, by 
to. delivering to him, or forwarding to his dwelling-house, or 

transmitting to him or his known agent, through the post- 

offite, a copy of the objection as given in.* 
Proof of it re- T^vlq precaution should be observed in giving this notice, 
^"*J ^fe"* for before the objection can be considered by the sheriff, he 

is required to have it proved that the notice was given> 
Title may be ^^ ^ competent to any such claimant, who may codeeire 

delivered in by that his right to be registered is established by a written title, 
claimaDt. 

(I) Section 39. (2) Schedule H. in app. (3) lb. (4) s. 13. (5) lb. 
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to Adiv^rto liie sheiiff-^lerk^ at any tims After giving in his 
ckim^ and prericMis to the 10th of September in the pFOsent 
year^ any such title^ or extract thereof ^ as he may wkh so to 
deliver^ and Amt which tlie sheriff-derk is hound to give his 
feceipt.* 

In future years new claims to vote^ and eifajecdons to peri. In future yean, 
sons already upon the register^ must be sent in to the schooL ^afmsTand ob- 
masters by the 20th of July^ after which date none can be jections to be 
received by the schoolmasters.^ ^^ *°' 

But the objections to the new claimants may be sent in at 
ay tim e up to the fifth of August.^ 



Section II. — Of Claims to vote for Burgh Elections — 

how and when to be delivered. 

Before the 20tb day of Augi}st) in the present yearj every Voteni to send 
person claiming to vote for any city, burgh, or town, or dis- ^^ claims, 
triet of cities, burghs, or towns, must give in a claim sub- 
scribed by himsplf or bis agent, and aooompenied* by such 
written title as he may choose to produee, to the town-d^dc 
of tthe burgh, &c., within which the premises in respect of 
whieh he daims are situate, pievided thece be at the time a 
town-clerk appointed and officiating for aneh tewn.^ 

Form of Claim. 

Town of 1 A, B. {Designation) hareby claim 'Fonn. 

to be enrolled as a voter in the Town of as Occupant 

of the Houses (or Feu Duties, Sec.) of in the 

Town of and County of and in support 

of my Claim, I produce herewith a (Disposition, Lease, ire. of Date, 

4rc as the Case mag be.) 

(Date.) (Signed) A.B. 

The daim must be in all respects issued, received baek. How to be 
marked, and entered in a book or register by the town-derk *'****^ 
on the same terms, and in the same manner, as has been 
shown with respect to shire claims.^ 

(1) Section 13. (2) s. 22. (3) lb. (4) a. 16. (5) lb. 
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Fee. 



If no town- 
clerk. 



If disposition, 
£cc* lodged. 



Every party mnsfc^ at tlie time of mulling his eLum, pay a 
fee of two shiilingB for the use of the town-derk.^ 

Where there is no town.clerk« the daims are to be givea 
in to a person resident within the burgh> Sio,, to be nominated 
by the sheriff of the county within fifteen days after the 
passing of the Reform Act.^ 

Where a disposition^ &c. is lodged^ the town-clerk will fill 
up and subscribe the following note :— - 

No. lodged with me C D, Town Clerk of 

Shire, this Day of 



m 



(together with the Disposition, Seisin, Lease, &c. above written.) 

(Signed) C. D. 



Objections to 
claimants. 



Persons may object to others in like manner as may be done 
by shire claimants. Such objections must be given in to the 
town-clerk by the 10th of September. 



Notice of Objection. 

Fonn thereof. Town of I E, F. object to the Claim of 

il. ^. to be admitted (or to oondnue on the Roll) as a Voter for the 
Town of on the following Gromid ; (here vnay he stated 

$hartfy the Oroundy a» thai the Occupancy i$ not of sufficient value; 
that the Party u no<, w hat ceased to be. Occupant ; that he has not 
paid taxes ; that he is personally disqualified as being a Minor, a 
fatuous Person, an Officer of the Revenue, Sec.) and I crave to be 
heard on the said Objection before the Sheriff. 

(Date, J (Signed) £. F. 

And of certifi- The town-clerk fills up and subscribes a certificate of lodg. 

cateoflodg- ment:3 viz. 
ment. i*k;«v , 

Objections to No. lodged with me, G, H. Toim 

Clerk, this day of 

(Signed) G.H, 

Objector togive The same notices must be given^ and before the sheriff be 
"h^^tJd t**'^^ proved to have been given, by the objecting party to the party 
objected to, as are shown in the case of shire claimants. 



(1)8.39. 



(2) s. 15. 



(3) s. 16. 
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In future years^ new claims to T&te, and objections to per- in future yean, 
sons already upon the register, must be sent in to the town- ^^P ^^ 
clerks by the 20th July, after which date none can be re- objections to be 
eeived by the town-derks.^ ^^^ »»• 

But the objections to the new claimants may be sent in at 
any time up to the tenth of August^^ 



Section III. — Of the Duties of Schoolmasters in respect 

of Shire Registration. 

In order that persons claiming to vote may conform to the Forms of 
provisions of the Reform Act, the sheriff's clerks are required ^"""•» ^^' ^ 
to provide printed copies of the forms of claims and objections, 
and to supply a proper quantity thereof to the several school- 
masters, who, on their part, are to fiimish copies of the same 
to all applicants, on payment of sixpence for each copy.' 

The schoolmaster, at the time of receiving the voter's claim, p^ ff^^, 
is authorized to take from him a fee of two shillings for the claimant, 
use of the sheriff's clerk.* 

The schoolmaster of the parish, upon receiving back the Certificate of 
claim to vote (required, as we have already seen, to be '^poaent of 
delivered in by the 20th August) filled up and subscribed, 
is immediately to mark upon it the time of its being so lodged 
and presented, by filling up and subscribing the printed form 
at the bottom.* 

Immediately after the 20th August the schoolmaster is to Schoolmaster 
make up an alphabetical list of the names, designations, and ^® "J'.^* ^P list 
places of abode, of all the persons within his parish for whom 
such claims shall have been presented — a copy of which list 
he is to affix to the door of the parish church, on, or before, A®* c<>pies of 
the 24th August in the present year, and he is to annex, to 
each list so affixed, a notice of the times when, and the places Annex notices 
at which, the sheriff will begin to examine the claims to ^^^J**^^"'*^*^' 
which no objections shall have been lodged — as also a dis- 
tinct notice to all persons who may have claimed to be regis- 
tered for the county, and intend to object to the registration 

(1) 8. 22. (2) lb. (3) s. 13. (4) s. 39. (6) s. 13. 
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of any of thoM Bamed in th* nidi list, to ghre in a note of 

their objectidns to tiie flchoalmaster before the dth September 

next ensuing.! 
To certify tb« The fichoohnarter^ on receiving back tiie notice of objection, 
nJ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^P ^^^ subscribed, is to mark thereon the true date of 

its being so lodged and received, by filling up and aubacnSii&g 

the form shown in page 2. 
Limitsttoii ti' The schoolmaster is prohibited from receiving any of the 
cUimf^ &;cf claims or objections before-mentioned, after the expiration of 

the time prescribed, as stated, for the giving them in.* 
Scboolmuter By the 8th September in the present year, the schoolmastiw 
to tranimlt must deliver or transmit to the sheriff-clerk of the oounty 
•b«rfir-eUrk. the whole claims and objections received by him, together 

with a copy or duplicate of the alphabetical list of claimants 

affixed by him to the church door of his parish.^ 
lo future yean With respect to future years, the schoolmaster is prohibited 
•—what pro- ^ ^^^^ receiving any claim to be registered, or objection to any 
iau^y, persons already upon the register, after the 20th of July.^ 

He is to affix the lists of netv claimants, with the proper 

notices^ as hereinbefore described, to the church-doors by the 

24th of July. 

He is to receive all objections to such new claims up to the 

fifth of August. 

He is to send the claims and objections to the sheriff's 

clerk by the eighth of August — ^the claimants being at liberty 
« to lodge their written titles with the sheriff-derk, at any 

time previous to the tenth of the same month.^ 

Section IV. — Of the Duties of T&wn- Clerks in respect 

of Burgh Registration* 

In section 2 we have shown the requisites to be performed 
by persons claiming to vote in elections for cities, burghs, &c. 

The town-clerk, upon receiving back the claim to vote, 
filled up and subscribed, is immediately to mark upon it the 
time of its being so lodged, by filling up and subscribing th^ 
printed form at the bottom.^ 

(l)s. 13. (2) lb. (3; lb. (4)8.22. (5) lb. 
(6) Section 15. See schedule F. in Appendix. 
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And on receiving the " claims" alluded to> he is to pre- Town-clerk to 
pare an alphabetical list of the names^ designations^ and claimanta. 
places of abode of all the persons within the burgh^ &c«^ 
of which he is clerk^ for whom such claims shall have been 
presented.^ 

Before the 26th day of August in the present year, he is to To affix copies 
cause a copy of the list to be affixed on or near the door of ^^e to*obiec- 
every parish church within the burgh^ &c.^ annexing to each tors, &c« 
list a notice to persons intending to object^ to give in their ob- 
jections to him by the 10th day of September next ensuing; and 
ako a notice of the time when^ and place where, the sheriff 
of the county within which the burgh> &c.> may be situated, 
will begin to examine the claims to which no objections shall 
have been lodged.^ 

These objections are to be framed in the same terms, and To be done in 
issued and received back and registered by the said *o^^- neras'for™"'" 
clerk in all respects on the same considerations and in the counties, 
same way and manner, as shown with respect to objections in 
coimty claimants.' 

The same notices are also to be given by the parties ob- 
jecting to the party objected to, in respect to bui^h, shown 
in regard to similar claims for the county.^ 

The town-derk not to receive any claim or objection after Not recei?able 
the expiration of the times specified. ^J^ * '^^'^ 

He is authorized to receive a fee of two shillings frcun ^ach Fee from 
claimant, at the time of receiving the claim, to be applied to <^^**™"*- 
use of such town-clerk.* 

By the 12th September in the present year,- the town-derk is Town-clerk to 
required to lay before the sheriff the several claims and objec- Sf^^^to'^""* 
tions which he may have received, together with the titles or sheriff, 
documents which may have been lodged along with any of the 
claims.^ 

The town-clerk must complete his alphabetical list or re- To complete 
gister of voters for the city, burgh, or town, by the 12th day ™gi»ter. 
of October in the present year. The register must be of the 
following form : — 

(1) s. 16. (2) lb. -(8) lb. (4) lb. ^5) s. 39. (6) s. 17. 
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Farm9fRtgisierU»b$ktjHbf TowN-Cferk. 



No. 


Date. 


Name. 


CalHiig. 


Proprietor 

or 

Tenant. 


Honse, 

Warehoeiae, 

Shop, 

Ac. 


Street, Lane, 

or other 

Place 

of 

Residence. 


PaiUBa 



















In cue of dis- 
trict bufghf — 
Copy of register 
to be sent to 
principal 
trargb. 



Town-clerk of 
principal burgh 
to redaoe the 
whole into one 
register. 



In future years, 
what prooeed- 
ings necessary. 



Wherever the burgh^ &c. is one of a district oontributiiig 
with other burghs for the return of a member to parliament, 
and is not the burgh at which the writ is to be proclaimed^ 
and the election held> the town-derk must^ within three 
days after the 12th of October^ make up and transmit an au- 
thenticated copy or duplicate of the list^ or r^^ter> to the 
town-clerk of the burgh^ &c. at which it is directed that the 
election shall take place.^ 

The town-clerk of such principal or returning burgh, after 
having received the duplicates from the other burghs of the 
district^ is forthwith to combine and reduce the whole into 
one list or register of voters for the whole district (those for 
each burgh being always kept together) — ^to be kept by him 
in the principal burgh for the purpose of reference and in- 
spection.2 

With respect to future years^ the town.cl»k is, between the 
lOth and 20th of June^ to give public notice, by advertise- 
ments affixed to the church-doors of the burgh, and, also, if hs 
should see cause, by advertising in the newspaper of the best 
circulation, to all persons to send in their claims^ titles, and 
objections, by the 20th July then next ensuing, after which 
date the town-clerk is prohibited from receiving any claim to 
be registered, or objection to any person already upon the 
register. 

He is to affix the lists of the new claimants, with the pro- 

(l)s.21. (2) lb. 
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per notices^ as hereinbefore described^ to the church doors> 
by the 26th of July.i 

He is to receive all objections to such new claims up to the 
10th of August. 

He is to lay the claims^ objections^ and titles before the 
sheriff, by the 12th of August^ in order that he may examine 
the same some time previously to the 15th of September.^ 

He is required to keep a copy of the register for his bui^h^ 
at some convenient place witlun the same^ which register may 
be inspected^ without payment of fee^ during the ten days 
next after the 20th June in each year.^ 

In pages 12^ 13^ and 14^ will be found described certain 
other duties to be performed by town-derks in respect of 
those claims which shall *have been adjudicated upon by the 
sheriffs. 

Section Y.—Of the Duties of Sheriffs' Clerks. 

The sheriff-clerk is required to supply^ as speedily as pos- To supply 
sible after the passing of the Reform Act, to the schoolmasters [o'^hoolmas!?* 
of the different parishes within his county, printed copies of ten, &c. 
the forms of claims, objections, ^c* 

He is to receive from the schoolmasters, by the 8th oi^oxec^vi^ 
September in the present year, all the claims and objections from school* 
received by them, together with a copy of the alphabetical n^ast^'** &c. 
list of claimants affixed by the schoolmasters to the church* 
doors.* 

Where any claimant may conceive that his right to be To receive ti- 
registered is established by a written title, he may, at any claimams and 
time after giving in his claim, and previous to the 10th of give receipt for 
September in the present year, deliver to the sheriff-clerk 
any such title or extract thereof: for which the sheriff-clerk 
is bound to give his receipt.^ 

The sheriff-clerk will receive from the sheriff, before the To give notice 
15th of August, a written notice of the days on which he °^ ^^^"ff's 
intends to hold his courts for the purpose of registration : — purpose of re- 
copies of this notice the sheriff-clerk must transmit to the ^*^^'*****°' 

(l)s.22. (2) lb. (3) lb. (4)8.13. (5) lb. (6) lb. 
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tofwujderk* and pariah sdioolmasten hy the 18th following.^ 
To perfoRD What has been now described as the duly to be perfDrmed 

^rcli luMfor ^^ ^ ^^ sheriff^erk in respect of shire claimants, &c., ke is 
finie claimtnu also to execute with respect to burgh claimants^ &c.' 
To lairclaims. The sherifflderk is to lay before the sherifi; by the 12th of 
slieiiC September in the present year, all the claims, objections, and 

titles, in order that the sheriff may decide upon their merits.' 
Sheriff- clerk to Every sheriff-clerk must complete his alphabetical lists or 
complete regis- registers of voters for the county by the 15th of October, in 

the present year. 
To transfer ^^ ^ specially directed that, before the date last menticHied, 

freeholders each sheriff-derk, being the keeper of the roll of freeholders 
sent roll to ^^ ^^^ county, shaQ transfer the names of all the freeholders 
register. standing on such roll after the passing of the Reform Act, to 

the said lists or registers of voters, without requiring any daim 

to be presented on behalf of such freeholders. 
In future years With respect to future years the sheriff, derk, between the 

to wnd^n^''^ ^^^ ^^ 2^^ ®^ ^^^' ^ *^ 6^^® P^^^^ ^®*^^^ ^y advertise- 
claims. ments affixed to the church-doors of all the country churches 

within the shire, and also in the best circulating paper in the 
shire, to all persons to send in their claims, titles, and objec- 
tions, by the 20th of July.* 
To receive He is to receive from the schoolmasters and town-derks, 

sSlmwters ^ ^^ ^^^ ^ August, all the claims and objections delivered 
&c. in. He is also to receive written titles of claimants at any 

time previous to the 10th of August.* 

To 1^ before He is to lay before the sheriff, by the 12th of August, all 

chd^M *&* *^® claims, objections, and titles, in order that the sheriff may 

decide upon their merits, between that day and the 15th of 

September.^ 

To give notice He will receive a notification from the sheriff, by the 15th 

will hdd court ^^ *^^^^' ^^ *^® ^^^* ®° which he intends holding his court at 
each of the places appointed for that purpose; — of which days 
the sheriff-derk is required to give written notice to each 
town.clerk and schoolmaster in the county, by the 18th of 
the same month. 

(1) 8. 14. (2) s. 15. . (3) s. 17. (4) s. 22. (5) lb. (6) lb. 
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The sheriffkderk is required to keep a eorrect copy of the To keep copy 
reffster for the coanty^ at some convenient place in the head^ ° ^^^ '* 
burgh of the shire (the town of Lerwick in Shetland being 
held^ for this porpose, the headbnigh for that part of the 
ooonty). 







Form of Register Book to be kept by Sheriff- Clerk. 




No. 


Date of 
ragiatering* 


Name. 


Calling. 


Proprietor 

or 
Tenant. 


Description 

of Property, 

LandfHoase, 

Peo Dnty, 


Name of 
Place, Vil- 
lage, Farm, 
&c 


County. 


» 


• 




1 






• 





Such register may be inspected, without payment of fee. Which may be 
during the ten days next after the 20th of June in each year. ^^^^ 

In pages 12, 13, and 14, will be found described certain 
other duties to be performed by sheriff-clerks in respect of 
claims which shall have been adjudicated upon by the sheriffs. 

Section \l.-*-^Of the BmiUsnf Sherifft tn the FreparaitUM 

of the Reguter. 

In order to prepare a register of persons qualified to vote 
in elections for members to serve in parliament, for Scot- 
land, each sheriff, between the 12th of September, and the 
16th of October, is required to examine and decide upon 
the merits of all claims for registration within his county.^ 

For this purpose the sheriffs of the counties of Aberdeen, Certain sheriffs 
Ayr, Argylcy Fife, Inverness, Lanark, Forfar, Perth, Ren. [^/^^^^^^^ 
fren>, Ross, and Cromarty, are to hold open courts during of claims, 
the period above specified, at not less than three several 
towns or places in each county, including therein the towns, 
or other places, where the sheriffs, or their substitutes, have 

(1) 8. 14. 
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beea > cc nat o Mc d to Md dKor crdmarf oonrte — if there be 
such places.^ 

In tbe ollwr eonstiei tlie aheriib are to hold such open 
cowta at iMl le» than two tevcnl places, to be so selected as 
to b^ most CQBTmieiit for tlie daimants in the different dis- 
tricts of the coonties. 
Sheriflf's tub* One of the ordinarr sabstitutes of the sheriff may act for 
•liittto iu«y «ci. i^^ «^ ^1^^ afoKsaid Aspects, prorided he hold a substitution 

speciallY authomdng him to do so, if the sheriff he incapaci- 

toted from acting by sickness or nnaroidable absence.'* 

Sheriff, ^c. to Pv«vtous> howeTcr> to snch holding of the courto, erery 

gi\enoi)c«to sheriff must, before the I5th August in the present year, 

tK« tim« auU deliver to the sheriff^erk a w ritte n notice of the days^ to be 

pUc« for hold- between the 12th of September and 15th of October^ on 
log th« court of,,... - »ii.. » •.. ,,. 

regitiry. which he mtends to hold his court of rc^;istratHm at each of 

the places within the county.' 
CUimt. objec- Upon the 12th day of September, in the present year, each 
tZ^Ui^ ^ sheriff-clerk and eadi town^erk is required to ky before the 
iheriiT. sheriff the seyeral claims and objections which have been 

recei\*ed by the said clerks, together with the titles or do- 
cuments which may have been lodged al<Mig with any of those 
claims.^ 
Who is to eza- The sheriff is forthwith to proceed to examine the daims 
rbr^ct^'Tor^ to wUch no objections have been kdged, and which have 
been supported by production of a written title, in the <tfder, 
as nearly as possible, in which they were presented, 
and to" admit** Whenever he is satisfied that the title so produced does of 
facU evideDco itself afford primifmeie evidence of the validity of the daim^ 
of valid claim he is to write upon the claim the word " admit,** and mark 
^^^ * the same with his initials, and forthwith return the daim to 

the sheriff's derk, or the town^erk, by whom it was pre. 
sented. Sudi clerks are then to enter the claimant in the 
books or r^;isters of qualified voters, to be kept by them for 
the county, and for the several burghs within the county 
respectively, in the alphabetical order of the voters' names, 
and in the form of the schedule (6.)^ ; and they are to sign 
each entry with their initials, and each page of the roister 
(1) %, 14. (2) lb. (3) lb. (4) 8. 17. (5) lb. 
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with their names^ and furnish a signed copy of the entry to 
any person who may require it^ upon payment of sixpence 
only for each copy.^ 

When all the claims of this description shall have been also to examine 
admitted, the sheriff must proceed to the consideration of the JJ^ere^^^^J 
other claims, to which no objections have been given in, but/ff«> evidence 
which have either not been accompanied by any written J valid claim 
title, or where the titles produced do not appear to him to pear, 
afford primd facie evidence in their feivour, and that in the 
order of the dates on which they were severally presented ; 
and shall summarily inquire into and examine the evidence 
by which the parties, or their agents, may then be prepared 
to support them, by the examination of written documents, 
witnesses, or oath, or declaration of parties, or otherwise, as 
the case may require or admit of.^ 

When the sheriff is satisfied that any claimant has made UprimAfaew 
out a primA facie case, he is to write upon it the word f *^ ^^^ ^"^ 

ne IS to ** ad" 

" admit," and mark it with his initials, and return it to the mit"— 
sheriff-clerk, or the town-clerk, who are thereupon to enter 
the claimant in the register in the same manner as above 
with respect to admitted claims of the first description. 

But when the sheriff is not satisfied that there is primA if otherwise, 
Jacie evidence to support any such claim, he is to write upon " reject.'* 
it the word '^reject," and mark it with his initials as above, 
and return it to the clerks, to be kept by them till ap- 
plied for by the parties presenting the same, or their agents, 
to whom> upon such application, they are to be forthwith 
delivered.^ 

When the sheriff shall have thus disposed of the ckdms to He is then to 
which no objections are offered, he is to consider and hear ****' claims 
parties or their agents upon the claims objected to, in the ' 

order of the dates in which the claims were presented. 

He may receive all competent evidence which either party and ** admit " 
may produce in support of his claim or objection, and, where °' " '^j®*^**" ** 
3atisfied that the claim is well founded, he is to write on it warrant. 
the word " admit," authenticated as above, and return it to 
the clerk for registration, as in the other cases of admission 

(1) s. 17. (2) lb. (3) lb. 
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before mentioned. Bat where ^ke ebira is not well fcmided^ 

he is to mark it with the word '' reject/' and deal witli it in 

other respects as with the other rejected claims.^ 

If claim (ob- ' With respect to any case in which no party appears to 

not supported BQpp^vt a daim to which objections have been lodged, it is 

by claimant to to be rejected, npon the sherilT being satisfied that a pri "* 

^^ facie case has been made out in support of the objection.* 

If objectiog Where no party appears in order to maintain his objection, 

appear,^the ^^ daim to wliich it applies is to be dealt with as if na ol>- 
claim objected jection had been lodged i^ainst it, and admitted, if the ahe- 
mitted.^ riff is satisfied that a primi facie case has been made oat in 

support of it.' 
No written No written pleadii^ we aUewable in support of a daim 

p ea ings, ^ objection, and no written sentence other than tSie words 

" admit" or " reject," to be pronounced by the sheriff, 
noranj leooid. The proceedings are not to be recorded.- 
TobaTc register He must also take care to have his registen eomjiAeted, 
^'^J's)^^ ^^^ ^^ ejections, by the last day of November in Ae 
November. present year.^ 

Whenever the dieriff shall reject any daim to which ho 
objection has been offered, and whenever he sfaaH hear par- 
ties upon any claim to which objection has been offered, he is 
required to make a note of the statement of fact, and of the 
pleas founded on, and of the nmnes of the witnesses, and af- 
fix his s^nature to the deeds, writings, and other documents 
preduoed in support of the dium or objection. It will not be 
competent to support appeal upon any ground of ftu^t or of law 
not set forth in such note of the sheriff, or to produce any 
witnesses not named in the said note, or any deeds, &c. not 
having the eheriff^s signature affixed thereto.^ 
In future years. With respect to future years, the sheriff will receive fmth 
iwt n«^!^. *^^ 8hewff-d«rk, by the 13th of August m eadi year, all the 
daims, objecticms, and titles.^ 

He is to decide .upon their merits, be tw ee n the day last 
named and the 15th of September. 
To decide lu like manner he will receive from the town.derks, by 

claims by 15th the 12th of August, all the claims, objections, and titles, 

(1)8.18. (2) lb. (3) lb. (4)s. 24. (5) s. 19. (6) s. 22. 
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winch lie is to ezamine and decide upon^ by the 15th of September. 
September. 

The sheriff is always to proceed to three or to two several '^^ P^« ^o^ce 
places, as already p(»nted out, in their several counties — coarts. 
notifying to the sheriff-^slerks, by the 15th of July, the days 
on which he intends to hold his court at each place. 

The duty to be performed by the sheriff in holding such ^^at duties to 
court, after the present year, will be to onrrect mistakes or '^ 
omissions which may be pointed out or discovered in the re- 
gisters, in the name, residence, or condition of any person 
already registered or otherwise, and investigate new claims. 

It is imperative in the sheriff to have his register of voters To have regis- 
finally corrected and completed, and arranged in the alpha- i5thSeptem-^ 
betical order of the voters' names, with the several columns her. 
of particulars thereto annexed, by the 15th of September ; and 
he is strictly prohibited from making any change or alteration 
in the roister, subsequent to that day, except only in conse- 
quence of the judgment of a Court of Review.^ 

Whenever any judgment of the Court of Review shall vary To alter his re- 
or «rer»e the judgment compkmed of, it wiU, when pro- ^^ J^^tu 
duced to the sheriff of the county, properly subscribed,^ be a of Court of 
sufficient warrant to him to alter and correct his register in ®^'^^* 
conformity thereto— which alteration and correction he is re- 
quired to make accordingly.^ 

The sheriff, in. his annual accounts in Exchequer, may Sheriff's, 
charge for time and labour in investigating and disposing of 'P^^^^^* 
the daims and objections, either originally in his own county, 
or there or elsewhere as a judge of appeal, at the rate of 
five guineas for every period of eight hours employed by him, 
or the assistant sheriff or advocate, over and above his or their 
ti^eUing expences.^ 

This chaige is to be audited and examined in the Exchequer, How to be 
and allowed in whole or in part, in the same manner as other 
charges usually included in the sheriff's annual accounts. 

Thirty periods of eight hours form the extent to which To what extent 
^y dbaige can be made for such labour and examination, &c. L ^ f^m^iQera- 



tion. 



(l}s.32. (2)s. 24&3& (3) a. 41. 
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Sherifft may 
have assistance. 



Appeal may 
be made. 

Appellant to 
loage notice 
of t 



Court of ap- 
peal how to 
be formed in 
different 
counties. 



If the number of claims of regittration ahould be so great 
as to render it necessary that the sheriffs should be aasiflted 
in performing their duty, the lord president of the court of 
session is authorixed^ on being apprised that assistance is re- 
quisite by any of the sheriffs of Edinburgh^ Lanark^ Fife^ 
Forfar, Aberdeen, Perth, Ayr, Inverness, or Renfrew, to ap- 
point one or more other sheriffs, or advocates, of at least four 
years' standing, to assist in disposing of the claims.^ 

Section VII. — Cf Appeal against Sheriff's Judgment — 
Cwirt of Review, ^c, — on ike ^first Registration under this 
Act. 

It is competent to any party, considering himself aggrieved 
by the judgment of the sheriff in respect of his claim to vote, 
to appeal and apply for an alteration thereof — the appellant 
giving notice in writing to the sheriff-clerk or town-clerk, and 
to the opposite party, where the claim has been disputed, of 
his intention to appeal, within five days after the judgment 
complained of, and producing evidence of such notice to the 
judge of appeal before entering on its merits. An appeal 
cannot be supported upon any ground of fact or law not ori- 
ginally stated to the sheriff.* 

In order to dispose expeditiously of the appeals arising 
out of the first registration, the sheriffs of Elgin and Nairn, 
Inverness, and Orkney and Shetland, are to form a court of 
review, for deciding upon all appeals fi*om the judgments 
pronounced on claims for registration by the sherififs of any 
of these three counties, or by the sherifl^ of the counties of 
Caithness, Sutherland, Ross and Cromarty, and Banff.^ 

The sheriffs of Aberdeen, Argyle, and Perth, are to form a 
court of review for deciding upon all appeals from the judg- 
ments pronounced on claims for registration by the sheriffs 
of any of these three counties, or by the sheriffs of the 
counties of Forfar, Kincardine, or Fife. 

The sheriffs of Lanark, Ayr, and Stirling, are to form a 
court of review for deciding upon all appeals from the judg- 
ments pronounced on claims for registration by the sheriffs of 



(1) 8. 42. 



(2) n. 19—23. 



(3) s. 24. 
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any of these three counties^ or by the sheriffk of the counties 
of Dumbarton, Kinross, and Clackmannan and Bute, 

The sheriffs of Renfrewy Kirkcudbright, and Dumfries, 
are to form a court of review for deciding on appeals from 
the judgments pronounced on claims for registration by the ' 
sherifis of any of these three counties^ or by the sheriffs of 
the counties of Peebles, Selkirk, and Wigton. 

The sheriffs of Edinburgh, Linlithgow, B,nd -Berwick, are 
to form a court of review for deciding upon appeals from the 
judgments pronounced on claims for registration^ by the 
sheriffs of any of these three counties^ or by the sheriffs of 
the counties of Roxburgh and Haddington. 

Each three of the sheriffs above named^ as joint judges of judges of ap- 
appeal for the counties specified^ are required, within eight P?^^ Y^ S^ 
days after the first registers shall be completed in the man. 
ner already shown, to proceed upon a circuit into the district . 
as to which they are so constituted judges of appeal ; and 
they are to repair successively to the county town, and to at 
least one other town in each of. the counties, in each district 
(excepting combined counties, which for this purpose are to 
be held but as one county, and excepting the county of Ork- 
ney and Shetland, for which the court of appeal shall be held 
only at Kirkwall in Orkney,) and shall there hear and deter- 
mine on all appeals, notice having been given by advertise- 
ments in the newspapers, and otherwise, of the different 
places at which they are successively to hold their .courtiSy 
aad of the days respectively on which their courts are to be 
opened in each place.^ 

If any of the three sheriffs be necessarily absent, the Two to be a 
remaining two will be a quorum for judging the appeals. quorum. 

In case, however, of their differing in opinion, they must ^**y *^^ ^^"^ 
refer the case for the judgment of their associate. differ. 

In the event of the sheriffs named as judges of appeal In case of va- 
being incapacitated or dying, and no successor being appoint- ^^^^^ 
ed, after the passing of the Reform Act^ and before the 
time arrives for holding the courts of appeal, the lord pre- 

(l)s.24. 
C 
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ndent of the court of session is aathorised to ifipoiat BOine 
other sheriff to act in his phioe.^ 
No written No written pleadings are to be allowed before sveh 'oourts 

pleadings nor ^f review, nor any record to be made up of their proceeds 
^ ings^ nor any written sentence pronoanced, except by one of 
the sheriffs writing the words " Admit" or '^ jReject^" (as the 
case may be^) on the daim in dispute, and by him • and the 
other sheriflfs subscribing their names to the word so writ- 
ten.* 
Costs and the I^ ^ competent for the sherifia, actinia as judges of review, 
payment there- ^ fin^ ^he appellant liable in costs, when they affiim the 
judgment appealed from, and to modify and deoem Iw the 
same ; on which decemiture the respondent may enforee pay- 
ment, as of an ordinary debt, within the oounty whene the 
diqmted claim was presented.^ 
Appeal judg- The judgments on all such i^ipeals must be pmnoanced 
"iven b^ 25 ^^ ^ twenty.fiflh day of Noyenfaer, in the preaeat. year, and 
November. will then become final and oonelusive to ail intenta and pur« 
poses, and not liaUe to any process of review. 



Section VIII.— Of Appeal in future Ycare* 

Appeals in fu- Appeals, in years subsequent to the present one» are to be 

lb?ri&?[t dr. ^^^ ^ sheriffii liaUe in attendance at circuit courto of jus. 

cuit courts. tidary. 

Wbeneter any party shall be dissatisfied with the jud^ 

Notice of ap- meat of a sheriff, admitting or refusing r^istration, ^fur. ex- 
punging or refofflng to expunge any names already on his 
raster, at the annual registrations and corrections the dis- 
satisfied party may, . if the county of t|ie sbeiEiff ia wttfiin 
any circuit of the court of justidaiy^ appeal €roip.«adi! jfidgh 
ment to the sherifis liable in attendance at the oircuU for the 
district within which such county is situate ; wi^ t;hi^ view 
the sheriffs, or some three of their number, are rei|iijaed to 
remain at or return to the circuit town of the diatrifA after 

(l)s. 24. (2)!b. (3) lb. 
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thfi «iitAisiiitl oircait in eo^h J9», and there begin to hM 
their court for disposing of the appeals, on some daj (to be 
publidy nmoun^sed) between the ifteenth and twenty-^h 
of September^ and'flnaUy detenakid all sudi appeals hf the 
tWBBtietii of Oc«ober fc^owing.i 

For this pmrpose the sheriffdom of Orkney »Ad Shetland 
is to l»e' held within the district' e£ Int}€mes&, and <^e 
sheriff^ whisii' presettt^ is^ to be entitled to act as a judge of 
appeal. 

But if the sheriffs liable in attendance be fewer than three^ VtcAneicshowr. 
or if any of them be unatmdahly preyented ftctai attending *" befiiJ^***^ 
by sickness or other acddental o«iise> the judge or judges al 
the autumnal circuit may appoint one or mor^ other sherMs 
or Itdvocates of not less than four years' standin^^ to act along 
with the attending sheriffs^ so that there may always be three 
jndjgefrin Budi coffi^ of teview5 

I" WMi feigard to th^ judgments pronounced in sudi annual 
registtationi' 1^ the ^eriffk of the counties of Edinburgh, 
Haddington, or LinHthgom, req>ectively^ the appeal must be 
to the sheriffs of the three said eounties jointly, who are re- 
quired to hold a court at Edinburgh at some time (previously 
announced) between the fifteenth and twenty^fifth daysf^ of 
Sqpt^nber in each year, and finally to determine on all ap- 
peals b$^ tbe^twentieth of October feUowing.^ ^ . '« 

In the erent of the sickness cr ittiavoidable absence of any . '/ 

of the said three sheriffs^ the lord president of the court of 
session may on the application of any of the said sh^ffs ap- 
point some other -sheriff^ or advocate of fbur years' standings 
to^'adt and officiate in l^e plaoef of the sheriff so ificapaci- 
t«tfed: = 

The judgments of t^e courts of sheriflfe li^ich have been The judgments 

of these 

described are in all cases to be final and conclusive, and Ha- sheriffs final. 
Me' to'n^ pri>cess of review. 

■ Whenev^ they reverse or vary the judgments of the They aresuffi- 
s^eiiff appealed from, they w^ constitute wtorants to him to ^^^"l* V^^^^ , 

. *^ ,• . . «... to sheriff to al- 

amr eiaa correct his regisN;ers m conformity Iri^eto ; and h^ ter register. 

(l)s.25. (2; lb. (3) lb. 

C 2 
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mva^, on their being made known to him by the parties, alter 

and correct them accordingly. 

Ai to election But no alteration of the sheriffs' judgment, either by the 

House ofCom- ^^^^ ^^ sheriffs above-named, or by any other judges of 

moDs — how appeal, will affect the merits of any election actually com- 

affected. pleted and carried through before the date of such alteration^ 

except in so far as effect may be given to such alteration by 

any committee of the Commons' House of Parliament to 

which a petition against such election may be referred. 

Section IX. — Of the Divisions o^ Counties — Assignment 
of PoUing Places in Counties and Burghs, Sfc, by Sheriffs, 
Town Clerks, S^c^r^^Perudties, 

Sheriff to di- Within three months after the passing of the Reform Act^ 
vide shire into ^^ sheriff must divide his county into convenient districts 
appoint poll- for polling, in doing which he is to follow as nearly as 
iDg-places, possible the boundaries of parishes, baronies, or other known 
sub-divisions. 

He is to appoint a particular pollingwplace to each dkfcrict 
— such place to be so selected as to be most accessibte to liie 
voters of the district. 

The polling-places must not exceed fifteen for each county, 
and must be so arranged that no more than six hundred per- 
sons shsdl poll at any one place, 
so also the . In like manner the town-clerk is. to appoint one polling- 
respects place in the city, burgh, &c., of which he is derk, provided 
boroughs. the number of voters does not exceed six hundred. 

If the number be more than six hundred, he is to divide 
the city, &c., into convenient districts, and appoint a conven- 
ient polling-place in each district, so as that no more than six 
hundred shall poll at any one place. 
Sheriff-clerks '^^® sheriff-clerk, within fourteen days after the sheriff 
to give notice shall have divided the county into polling districts, is re- 
polline-places ^l^i^ed to make up a distinct list of the districts and the poU- 
— also the ing-place appointed in each — affixing copies of the lists 
wn-cer . ^^ ^^^^ doors of all the country parish churches in the 
county. 
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The towB^clerk is to do the like as respects citi^s^ burghs^ 



The penalty of five hundred pounds is incurred by any Penalties 
person wilfully contravening or disobeying the provisions of ^^^^ ^^^^ 
the Reform Act — ^whether he be sheriff, sheriff- substitute, 
sheriff-clerk, town-clerk, or any other individual. 

The offender may be sued for the same, by any aggrieved 
party, in the court of session. 

The defender, being convicted, is to pay full costs of 
suit. 

This remedy is without prejudice to the right of an ag- 
grieved party to sue the sheriff, as returning officer, for a 
false return — either at common law, or by virtue of any 
statute.* 



Section X. — As to certain Districts in Perth and Stir^ 
Ungy S^c^^^And as to Notices on Church-doors in certain 
Islands, ^o. 

It is specially provided by section 13 of the Reform Act, Special provi- 
that the parishes of Tullialan, Cakoos, and Logie, in the *f®p ^^^^j^'** 
county of Perth, and the parish of Aloa, in the county of Stirling, 
Stirling, shall be deemed to be parts of the county of Clack- 
mannan; and the parishes of Muckhart and Fossoway, in 
the county of Perth, to be deemed to be parts of the county 
of Kinross. 

That all claims and objections, and titles, relating to pro- Clackmannan 
perties situate in any of these parishes, shall be delivered to *"^ Kinross, 
the sheriff-clerks of Clackmannan and Kinross respectively. 

That all claims, objections, and titles, relating to proper- As to sheriff- 
ties in the several districts of Orkney and Shetland, shall be S}®5^ *** 

Orknev 
delivered to the sheriff-clerks of Orkney and of Shetland 

respectively. 

And that the notices required to be given at church-doors, 

(i; s. 38. 
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Notices on 
church-doors 
not necessary 
in certain 
islands. 



•hall not be neoeatary at any of the churches in the Islands 
of North Uist^ South Uist^ Barra^ Harris^ or Eig^ in the 
county of Inverness ; Tiree, Coil, or Gigha, in the county o£ 
Argyle ; nor in the county of Orkney and Shetland, except 
such churches as are in what is called the mainland of Ork- 
ney and Shetland respectively. 



CHAPTER II. 

OP PROPER PERSONS TO BE REOISTERBD. 

FOR COUNTIES.* 

The following classes of parties, being of full age, and Who may vote 
not subject to any of the legal incapacities mentioned in ^qu. 
Chapter III., will be entitled to be registered, and to rote for 
shire elections : — 

1. Persons lawfully upon the roll of freeholders, at the pass- 
ing of the Reform Act. 

2. Persons entitled, at the passing of the Reform Act, to be 
put upon such roll. 

3. Persons who became, previously to the 1st of March 1831, 
the owners or superiors of lands affording the qualification 
for being so enrolled. 

All these persons, so long as th^ retain the necessary 
qualification on which they are now enrolled, or are entitled 
to be enrolled, are entitled to be registered, and to vote. 

It will be seen by section 20 of the Reform Act, that the Freeholders at- 
sheriff-clerk, being the keeper of the roU <rf freeholders for "j^^J "P^'^ ^^^ 
the county, is required to transfer, previously to the 15th of 
October, ^' the names of all the freeholders standing on such 
" roll, after the passing of this Act, to the said lists or re- 
" gisters of voters, without requiring any claim to be pre- 
'' sented on behalf of such freeholders." 

With regard to the persons alluded to in the above classes Also those eo- 
Nos. 2 and 3, it would seem they must send in their " claims" pawing of the 

to the schoolmaster, and be prepared to prove themselves Act, to be 

placed there- 
upon. 
(1) s. 7, 8, 9, Reform Act. 
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(before the sheriflT-clerk) entitled to hare been jJaoed wpoa 
the roll of freeholders^ before thej can be roistered — «i l&e 
manner as claims and proofs are requisite to be made hf par- 
ties enfranchised by the Reform Act as shire Toters. 

£10 owners of 4, persons being owners (whether they have made up tbeir 

titlesj or are infeft or not) of lands, houaes, fea dstfes, or 
other heritable subjects (except debts heritably secured) 
within the shire. 

Subj«ct to ft The owners must have had the subjects for a period of not 

tlon'of owner- ^®'" ^^^ ^^^ months antecedent to the last day of August in 
•hip, &c. the present^ or the last day of July in any future year. 

PromiMi to bs The subjects on which he so claims must be of the yearly 
value. value of ten pounds, and actually yield that value to bim, 

after deducting any feu duty, ground annual, or other con- 

sideration which he may be bound to pay, or give, or account 

for, as a condition of his right. 
And in posse»* And he must be, by himself, his tenants, or vassals^ &c. 
' in possession of the subjects, and be either himself in the ac 

tual occupation, or in receipt of the profits and issues thereof, 

to the extent abovementioned. 
OccBiional ' Where, however, the whole profits and issues of any sub- 

coniiitSe^in- J®^ ^° ^^ ^^ annually, but at longer intervals, the worth 
nual value. and amount of such occasional profits are to be taken into 

computation in estimating the annual value. 
.Duration of The six months proprietorship or occupancy is specially 

required in dispensed with by the latter part of section 7> ^^ those cases 
certain caies. in which property, qualifying for registry and voting, comes 
by inheritance, marriage, marriage-settlement, or mortis causa 
disposition, or by appointment to any place or office. With 
respect to persons so situated, they may be registered on the 
first occasion of making up the lists of voters after such sue 
cession or acquisition. 
Life-ientf imay Where two or more persons are interested in any subject 
not vote.*' "*^^ ^^ which a right of voting is attached by the Reform Act, as 
life..renter or fiar, the right to vote is to be in and exercised 
by the life-renter only, the fiar being excluded. 
Joint owners. With respect to co-proprietors or joint owners, each may 
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v€^^ if the share or interest of each in the joint property 
i^thin the shire be of the yearly value of ten pounds. 

So also husbands are entitled to vote for property belonging Husbands 
to their wives, or possessed by husbands after the death of ^°„^"^ ^\^ 
their wives, by the courtesy of Scotland. 

5. Persons being tenants in lands, houses, or other heritable Tenantsof Pre- 

subjects : "\»**.™»y, *i«® 

•^ ^ ^ vote, if held for 

The tenant, whether joint or several, must have held such a certain time, 
subjects for twelvp months next previous to the last day of ?e^"/*of a 
August in the present, or last day of July in any future year, tain dnratioo. 
whether in his personal possession or not, under a lease, mis- 
sive of lease, or other written title, for a period of not less than 
fifty-seven years, exclusive of breaks, at the option of the land- 
lord ; or for the life-time of the tenant, where the clear yearly 
value of the tenant's interest, after paying the rent and any 
other consideration due by him for his said right, is ten 
pounds, — 

Or for a period of not less than nineteen years, where the 
clear yearly value of the tenant's interest is fifty pounds, — 

Or where the tenant has been in the actual personal occu- 
pation of the subject, where the yearly rent is fifty povmds, — 

Or where the tenant, whatever the rent may be, has paid 
for his interest in the subject a price grassum, or ocmaidera- 
tion of three hundred pounds. 

In those of the above cases in which it may happen that How value of 
the rent is payable in whole or in part in grain, the value «ra[n^r^^* "* 
must be estimated according' to the average fiars of the coun- estimated, 
ties in which the heritable subjects are situated for the 
three preceding years : where payable in any other species of 
produce, according to the average market-prices of the neigh, 
bonrhood for the same period. 

The values so fixed at the time of r^stration, or refusal Such value, 
to registrate, are to be considered as settled for the whole !!>i ^'j*^^ 
period of the lease. pennanent 

yi^e twelve months' tenancy is specially dispensed with by a certain dura- 

the latter part of section 9, in those cases in which the right ^^^ of tenancy 
* , , • J • I. ^^^ required m 

to the lease, qualifying for registry and voting, comes by some case.H. 
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iiiheritano«> mairiage^ nuorriagQ settlement, or nunritM causa 
disposition. With respect to persons so situated thejr maj be 
raftered on the first occasion of making up the lists of voters 

after such succession or acquisition. 
Itub'Untnti, if 6. Sub.tenants> and assiignees to any sublease for fifty-seven 
tlM vote/ "*^ ^' nineteen years, provided they are in the actual occupa- 
tion of the premises thereby set ; subject, however, to the 
same conditions as above-mentioned, as applicable to 
tenants. 

FOR CITIES» TOWNS, AND BURGHS, OR FOR DISTRICTS 
OF CITIES, TOWNS, AND BURGHS.^ 

Old Myitom of The system of electing members to represent cities, burghs, 
vo ing ft II- ^^ towns, by town councils, town corporations, del^atee, 
&c., is entirely abolished by the Reform Act. And in lieu it 
is provided that individuals (whose cdlective voices are to 
be ascertained and numbered by poll) of the description 
hereafter given, shall vote, viz : — 

Who inty now 1. Persons who shall have been for twelve calendar months 
p^ii imTot '^^^ previous to the last day of August in the present 

X'lO ft ynr, year, or the last day of July in any future year, in the 

occupancy, either as proprietor, tenant, or life renter, of 
any house, warehouse, counting-house, shop, or other 
building, Mrithin the limits of the burgh, &c, which, 
either separately or jointly with any other house, &c., or 
other building within the same limits, or with any land 
owned and occupied by him, or occupied under the same 
landlord, and also situate within the same limits, which 
may be of the yearly value of ten pounds. 

The conditions to which the franchise thus granted is sub- 
ject, are the following : — 

x'^^'idT** "^^^ claimant must have paid by the twentieth of August 

hftve been pftid, ^^^ the present, or the twentieth of July in any future 

year, all assessed taxes due from him in respect of such 

(1) s. 10, II, 12, Reform Act. 
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premises previoiislj to the sixth of April then next 
preceding. 
He must have resided for six calendar months next pre- and six months' 
▼ious to the last day of August in the present^ or the J^ve^^ui^, 
last day of July in any future year^ within the burgh^ 
&c,y or within seven statute miles of some part thereof. 

2. It should be here observed that persons so resident are also Proprietori of 
entitled to vote, if they are the true owners of such pre- ^^^ premises 

. • . . niay vote, al- 

mises as have been just described, within the burgh, &c., of though not oc- 

the yearly value of ten pounds, although they should not oc- S^^i?"' i!^^^ 

cupy any premises within its limits, or although the premises 

actually occupied by them should be of less yearly value than 

ten pounds. 

3. The husbands of such owners are entitled to vote, either So also the 

in the life-time of their wives, or after their death, if then ^"^^^^^ 

• ' sucn owners, 

holding such property by the courtesy of Scotland. by courtesy. 

The daJTtiant must not have received parochial relief within Parochial re. 
twelve calendar months next previous to the last day of hef disqualifies 
August in the. present, or to the last day of July in any 
future year. 

It is not required that the premises should have been the The premises 
same during the whole twelve months' occupancy ; but they notrequired 
may be different premises, and occupied in succession by the 
claimant, provided they are of the requisite value. 

But such claimant, in respect of different premises, must 
have paid all the assessed taxes legally exigible from him on 
account thereof. 

4. Joint occupiers (in those cases where the premises are of joint occupiers 
the yearly value of twenty pounds) are also entitled to be ™*y ^®*®* 
registered and to vote, provided their respective interests 
in the same are of the yearly value of ten pounds for 
eadi interest or share. 



CHAPTER III. 

OF PKK90NS WHO JfCST HOT BB RE6ISTBRKO. 



A. B-'s rote wms objected to, beii^ an alien. The r e im n 
made br the alien to the alien-offioe una prodnced, in which it 
appeared that he was bom at Paris. Vote bad.^ 
Foreign ^J <i^:>^ 13 G. 2. c. 3u, ererf foreign aeaman who, in time 



'^"^^ ^^ of war, aerres two jean on board an En^ish afaip, bj virtne 
testu^and ^ ^^ King's prodamatioo. And by statutes 13 6. 2. ex 7-^ 



Jews liTing in 20G.2. c 44, 22 6. 2. c-45., 2G. a c25., and 13 G. a 
colonies. ^ ^-> ^ foreign Protestants and Jews, upon their rending 



seven years in any of the American odonies, without 
absent above two months at a time, and all foreign Protestants 
serving two years in a militazy capacity there, or being three 
years empkiyed in the whale fishery, without afterwards ab- 
senting themselves from the King's dominions for more than 
one year, and none of them falling within the incapacities 
declared by stat. 4 G. 2. c. 21., shall be (upon taking the oaths 
of all^iance and supremacy, or, in some cases, making an 
affirmation to the same effect,) naturalized, to all intents and 
purposes as if they had been bom in this kingdom ; except 
as to sitting in parliament, or being of the privy council, and 
holding offices or grants of land, &c. from the Crown, within 
the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland. By stat. 26 G. 3. 
c. 50. 8. 24. 27> 28., and 28 G. 3. c. 20. s. 15., every fordgner 
who has established himself and fieanily in Great Britain, 

(1) AJiddlesez. 2 Peck. 118. 
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and carried on the Southern whale fishery^ and imported the Engaged in 
produce thereof for the space of five years successively^ is ?tr 
declared to be entitled to all the privileges of a natural-bom 
subject.1 

PERSONS UNDER THE AGE OF TWENTY-ONE YEARS.2 

Bishop's Castle, 1820. Not reported. — Voter admitted. Minora, 
after argument: his father proved that he was bom at 9 o'clock 
in the morning of the 11th, and he tendered his vote in the 
morning of the 10th ; for full age is completed on the day 
preceding the anniversary of a person's birth, 1 Black. 463. ; 
and the law does not notice the fraction of a day.^ 

INSANE PERSONS.^ 

PERSONS HOLDING CERTAIN OFFICES AND EMPLOY- 
MENTS, AND FOR TWELVE MONTHS AFTERWARDS.* 

Commissioners, 

Collectors, 

Supervisors, 

Grangers, or 
other officer or person whatsoever concerned or employed in Excise, 
the charging, collecting, levying, or managing the duties of 
excise, or any branch or part thereof; also any 

Commissioner, 

Collector, 

Comptroller, 

Seardier, or 
other officer or person whatsoever concerned or employed in Customs, 
the charging, collecting, levying, or managing the customs, or 
any branch or part thereof; but not coal-meters and com. 

(I) Or DOW by 10 Geo. 4. c. 7., in cases of Roman Catholics, the oath 
substituted for the oath of allegiance. And it should seem that, under the 
equity of this Act, and looking to the objects contemplated by the legis- 
lature in passing the Acts cited in the text. Foreign Roman Catholics 
also would be eligible to be registered and to vote. (2) Act, 1681. 

(3) Salk. 44. 625. 1 Lord Raym. 84. 480. 2 Ibid. 10d5. 

<4) Conn. 2^6. 

(5) But not persons who hold offices by letters patent for any estate, in- 
heritance, or freehold. 22 G. 3. c. 41. 
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OF PSBSONS 



Except ^ty of 
London coal 
and corn- 
metefs. 



Stamps. 



Tax on 
windows. 

But not post- 
horse farmers, 
nor officers of 
land-tax. 



Post-office. 



Poit-office 
packet!). 



Excise. 



meten of line ci^ of hcmdan, although fbnushed witih eom- 
missioiis from the Board of Cnstoins.^ 

Conuniaaioiier, 

Officer, or 
other person employed in collecting, receiving, or managing^ 
any of the duties on stamped vdlum parchment and paper y 

Any person appointed by the commis- 
sioners for dUtrUmting of stamps y 

Snrreyor, 

Collector, 

Comptroller, 

Inspector, 

Officer, or 
other person employed in collecting, managing, or receiving 
the duties on windxms or houses ; but not ^Eurmers, &c., of 
post-horse duties,^ nor commissioners of the land-tax, and 
persons employed by them.* 

Postmaster, 

Postmasters-general, or 
his or their deputy or deputies, or any person employed by 
him, or under him or them, in receiving, collecting, or manage 
ing the revenue of the poet-officey or any' part thereof; ' 

Captain, 

Master, or 

Mate 
of any ship, packet, or other tfesgel employed by or under the 
postmaster or postmasters-generai in conveying the mail to 
and from foreign perts.^ 

W. L. had been appointed office-ioee^r to the coiiunis- 
sianers of excise, at Oakhampton , but had resigned his situa- 
tion, and his wife was appointed in his room. No salary; and 
the only duty, to see certain entries sagned. The collectors 
and foUowers supped at his house as they went tl^ir rounds. 
Vote good.* 



(1) 51 G. 3. c. 84. (2) 27 G. a. c. 26. s. 15. 
(3) 22. G 3. c. 41. (4) 22 Geo. 3. c. 41. 
(5) Oakhampton, 1 Peck. 373. 
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H. liod been (A officer .of exdae, Imt was disoharged five Occanonal 
years before the election ; in the sickness or absence <^ other ^ 
officers he was sometimes emjdoyedj for which, as a gra- 
tuity^ he received from the Board 40/. per annum. Vote 
good.^ 

Haggis had been captain of a custom-house cutter, but Customs. 
had resigned in favour of Saunders, who in consequence al.. matter! ° 
lowed him 60L per annum, which was r^ularlj paid, but 
Haggis ceased to have any concern with the cutter. Vote 
good.2 

J. A. was sub-distributor for the district of S., appointed Stamps, 
by the distributor for the county of Bedford. The commis- »«^^»^i^"t»' 
sioners exercise no control over these sub-distributors; though 
if they disapproved of any, the distributor would by his own 
authority dismiss such. The distributor is answerable for 
what money the sub-distributors receive, and they to him:- 
the sub-distributor paid by the distributor.' 

Smith rented an inn at Luton, of Burr, who was the post- Post-office, 
master regularly appointed. Smith managed all the business *^**^™***®^' 
of the post-office, and received all the profits, for which he 
gave no consideration to Burr ; but when he took the inn of 
him, he expected to have the office with it. The corres- 
pondence with the post-office was carried on in Burr's name, 
and orders from thence were sent to him, and not to Smith. 
Votebad.^ 

The Rev. J. H. objected to, as husband of the post-mtstiess Husband of 
of Newmarket. She was appointed in I7789 and married the ^ ^* 

voter in 1781. Vote bad.^ 

J. W. objected to, as employed in coUeotiiig the revemes Post-office 
of the post-office. He was a letter-carrier, received the postage, *^ ^^^^^' 
and was allowed one penny p« mile upon eaeh letter, above 
the office postage. He was appointed by the postonaster of 
the town of Luton, with the approbation of the post-master- 
general. The name of the voter was not found in the po$U 
office books. Vote good.* 

(I) 0«Miamptoii, 1 Fiaser, 164. (2) Harwich, 1 Peck. 897. 
(3) Bedfordshiie,^ Loders, 6^3. (4) lb. 561. (5) lb. 558. 
(6) lb. 562. 
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Mail-guard. 



Persons em- 
ployed by 
Candidates. 



P. D. objected to as master of a packet, although the 
duties were performed by his son ; but the son swore that 
he alone was master, and the profits exdusivelj his. Vote 
good.* 

S. M. A mail-guard : these guards are appointed hy the 
comptrMer of the post-office ; they receive and deliver the 
letter-bags, and receive and account for the postages whi<^ are 
delivered short of the post-towns, for which they also receive 
a penny for their trouble. Vote good.* 

PERSONS EMPLOYED BY CANDIDATES. 

Counsel, agents, attorneys, poll-clerks, flagmen, and all 
others employed for a candidate, either during any electicm, 
or within six months previous to such election, or within 
fourteen days after it shall have been completed, and recdving 
fee,3 &c. 

PERSONS CONVICTED OF CERTAIN CRIMES. 

Of Felony, of Grand Larceny, of Petit Larceny. 

Convicted of ^^ seems now to be understood, that a conviction for grand 
crimes. larceny, after clergy allowed and punishment suffered, does 

Graoifiarceny. ^^^ disable from voting. The question arose before the 
Petit larceny. fVootton Bassett committee, February 24th, 1819, upon the 
vote of Thomas Jefleries. — Objection, felon convict; the 
conviction was for grand larceny. Puller, for the sitting 
members, insisted on the distinction between grand and petit 
larceny ; and, after a few words from Wray for the peti- 
tioners, the committee, without clearing the room, decided 
in favour of the vote. — MSS. 19 Geo. 3. c. 71- s. 3.* 

In grand larceny the benefit of clergy, and suffering 
punishment, operate as a pardon ; but in petit larceny the 
person continues infamous to all purposes, except that he is 



(1) Harwich, 1 Peck 400. (2) Oakhampion, 2 Fraser, 254. 

(3) 7 & 8 Geo. 4. ch. 37. sect. 1. It is provided by s. 6., that no 
person having a right to vote at such election shall be liable or compelled 
to serve as a special constable at or during any election* unless .he shall 
consent so to act, and he shall not be liable to any fine, penalty, or punish- 
ment for refusing so to act. (4) Rog. 81. 
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admissible as a witness by statute 31 Geo. 3. c. 35. — See 
Milbom Port, 1 Dougl. 130. ; Sudbury, Phillips, 170 ; CoL 
Chester, 1 Peck. 509. ; Heywood, Counties, 336. 

PBRSONS CONVICTED OF PERJURY, SUBORNATION OF 
PERJURY, AND OF BRIBERY.^ 

It seems that a declaration of the committee that a man Perjury. 
had been guilty of bribery is not sufficient, nor any thing Bribery. 
short of a conviction of bribery, to disqualify the voter.2 

PEERS, EXCEPT IRISH PEERS, WHEN MEMBERS OF THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS THEMSELVES. 

No peer hath a right to vote at the election of any member Peers. 
to serve in parliament. Resolved, nem, con, 14th Dec. 1699 ; 
ditto, 13th Feb. 1700; 24th Oct. 1702; 4 Com. Dig. Pari. 
D. 10.3 

Resolved, — That no peer of this realm, except such peer Irish peers, 
of that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, as shall 
for the time being be actually elected, and shall not have 
declined to serve for any county, city, or borough, of Great 
Britain, hath any right to give his vote in the election of any 
member to serve in parliament.^ 

PERSONS RECEIVING ALMS OR PAROCHIAL RELIEF. 

No person is entitled to be registered as a voter who, in 
the twelve calendar months next previous to the 31st of 
August in the present, or the 31st of July in any future 
year, received parochial relief or other alms.^ 

(1) 2 Geo. 2. c. 24. s. 6. - 

(2) Rog. 82. 2 Ilchester. 2 Peck. 245 Coventry. I Peck. 97 Bridge- 
water. 1 Peck. 102. and see chapter on bribery, and 2 Douglas, 416. 

(3) Winchester, 10. Journ. 447. 

(4) Woodfall, Debates 236. Banbury, Heywood, Counties, 318, 

(5) Reform Act, s. 11. 



CHAPTER IV. 



The summon- 
ing of parlia- 
ment. 



Interval be- 
tween teste and 
return of writ* 



Vacancy dur- 
ing session. 

Vacancy in re- 
cess by death 
or peerage. 



Warrant not to 
issue till writ, 
under which 
member was 
elected, has 
been brought 
in fifteen days; 



OF THB ISSUING OF THE WRITS. 

Upon a general election^ the House of Commons is sum. 
moned^ by a warrant from the King in Council to the Lords 
High Chancellors of Great Britain and Ireland^ to issue their 
writs to the sheriffs of counties for the election of knights of 
the shire^ and citizens for the cities^ and burgesses for the bo- 
roughs within such counties. 

Whenever a new parliament is called^ there must be forty 
days between the teste and return of the writ of summons.^ 

Although the 7 and 8 of W. and Mary mentions forty days^ 
yet, in practice, fifty days intervene, in consequence of the 
twenty-second article of the treaty of union with Scotland, 
under which Queen Anne was limited, in the power of call- 
ing the first parliament after the Union, to a period not less 
than fifty days from the date of the proclamation for assem- 
bling it.« 

When a vacancy occurs during the session, the Speaker, by 
order of the House, issues a new writ to fill it. 

On a vacancy during a recess, in the case of death, or sum. 
mons to the House of Peers, the Speaker may order a new 
writ, upon receiving a certificate o^the facts, signed by two 
memliers.' 

The Speaker cannot issue his warrant unless the return 
of the writ (by virtue of which such member deceased, or 
become a peer of Great Britain, was elected), shall have 
been brought into the office of the Clerk of the Crown, 
fifteen days at the least before the end of the last sitting 

(1) 7 and 8 W. and Mary, c. 25. ' (2) Shep. 69. 

(3) 24 G. 3. c. 26. repealing the previous provisions of 10 and 15 G. 3. 
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of the House of Commons^ immediately preceding the time 
when such application shall be made to the Speaker to issue 
such warrant; [^nor unless such application shall be made 
so long before the then next meeting of the House of Com- 
mons for the dispatch of business^ as that the writ for the 
election may be issued before the day of such next meeting 
of the House of Commons ;^] nor in case such application ^^\ */ tliere be 
shall be made with respect to any seat in the House of return^ *^^*"^ 
Commons which shall have been vacated^ in either of the 
methods before mentioned^ by any member of that House 
against whos^ election or return to serve in parliament a 
petition was depending at the time of the then last pro- 
rogation of parliament^ or adjournment of the House of 
Commons/'^ 

As the due execution of the above Acts might be prevented Provision in 
or impeded by the death of the Speaker, or by his seat in *^*q of t^eath 
parliament becoming vacant, or by his absence out of the his vacating 

realm, he may authorize a certain number of members, not *®**' — °' *^^" 

sence. 

more than seven nor less than three, to execute the power 
given to him therein.^ 

If, by death, or vacation of seat, the number be reduced to New appoint- 
less than three, the speaker may make new appointments^^ "®5^* ^^ ^ 
which must be entered in the journals, and be published once 
in the Gazette.* 

The writs, whether upon a new parliament or upon va- 
cancies during a session of parliament, are carried by the 
messenger or pursuivant of the great seal, or his deputy, to the 
general post-office in London, and there delivered to the 
postmaster or postmasters-general, or such other person as he 
or they shall depute to receive the same (which deputation is 
required to be made) ; and such deputy or deputies, on re- ' 
ceipt of the writs, is to give an acknowledgment in writing, 
expressing the time of such delivery, and to keep a duplicate 
of such acknowledgment, signed by the parties respectively, 
to whom and by whom the same shall be delivered.^ 

(1) The part between the brackets is re-enacted by 52 G. 3. c. 144. s. 2. 
Rog. 2. (2) 24 G. 3. c. 26. s. 4. (3) lb. s. 5. 

(A) lb. s. 6. (5) lb. s. 7. (6) 53 G. 3. c. 89. 

D 2 
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Writs of sum- 
mom sent free 
of postage 'f 
with directions 
to postmaster 
or deputy. 



Profits and 
indemnity. 



Punishment. 

Writs to be 
directed as 
heretofore. 



Exception. 



These writs are by the same act ordered to be dispatched, 
free of postage, by the first post after the receipt thereof, 
under covers, to the officer to whom the same shall be di- 
rected, accompanied with proper directions to the postmaster 
of the town, or nearest to the town where such officer shall 
hold his office, requiring him forthwith to carry such writs to 
such office, and to deliver them to such officer to whom they 
shall be directed, or to his deputy, who is to give a memoran- 
dum, under his hand, to such postmaster, acknowledging the 
receipt of such writ, and setting forth the day and hour 
when the same was delivered ; which memorandum is also to 
be signed by such postmaster, by whom it is to be trans- 
mitted, by the first or second post, to the postmaster-general, 
at the general post-office in London, who is to make an 
entry thereof in a book for that purpose, and to file such 
memorandum along with the duplicate of the messenger's 
acknowledgment, that the same may be inspected or pro- 
duced by any person interested in such election. 

The profits and indemnity to the messenger are regulated 
by s. 4 & 5. Every person concerned in the delivery of any 
writ, who shall wilfully neglect or delay to deliver it, or ac- 
cept any fee, or do any thing in violation of the act, is to be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and liable to fine and im- 
prisonment.1 

The 28th section of the Reform Act directs, that the writs 
for the election of members to serve for shires, or fbr any 
city, burgh, &c. entitled to send a member or members for 
itself, shall be addressed as heretofore, to the sheriff of the 
shire. 

But where the election shall be for a district of cities, 
burghs, &c. the writ must be addressed to the sheriff, specified 
in schedule L. (See Appendix.) 



(1) lb, s. 6, 



CHAPTER V. 

OP THE ELECTION. 

Section I. — Of the Proceedings preparatory to the Elec- 
tion for Shires. 

. When the writ shall hare come to the sheriff's hands^ he Sheriff to in- 
is to indorse on the back of it the day on which he received ^^^^ ^^^ ''"* '' 
it.i 

Within three days afiter such receipt^ he must announce and give no- 
a day or days on which the election will take place.* — L bl blTwlTn 

Such day of election must not be less than ten, nor more ten and sixteen 

than sixteen days after that on which the writ was received.* y* V!f/ J?*. 

•^ receipt ot wnt. 

He must give due intimation of such appointed day for Notices to be 
the election, by causing printed or written notices to be af- ***^ ^S^^h 
fixed upon the doors of all the parish churches within the doors : 
county.* 

If he should deem it expedient, the sheriff may also give also inserted in 
such intimation through the newspapers having the best cir. '^^^^P^P^'*- 
culation within the county.^ 

With respect to the shire of Orkney and Shetland, it is As to Orkney 
specially provided,^ in ^consideration of the occasional diffi- and Shetland — 
culty of communication with some parts thereof, that the sions. 
writ shall be addressed to the sheriff at Kirkwall; that within 
twenty.four hours after receiving it, he shall issue a precept 
to the sheriff-substitute in Shetland, fixing a day for the 
election for the said county — such day not to be less than 

(1) Sect. 28. (2) lb. (3) lb. 

(4) lb. But see s. 43. as to notices in certain islands — which form an 
exception to the rule laid down in the text. See also antft p.> 22. 

(5) Sect. 28. (6) lb. 31. 
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twelre, nor more than flixteen day% after that on wiiicb the 
writ was reoeiTed, — that he shall transmit the ^eoept^ with 
the least possihle delay, to the sheriff-snliBtitate in Shetland, 
who, immediatdy on receipt thereof, is to annoonoe the day 
of election hj notices npon the dinrdi-doors. 

The sheriff for Orknej and Shetland mnst, of course, en. 
dorse the day of the receipt of the writ, in like mannfr as 
the sheriff for any other shire.^ 

The proceedings hereinbefore detailed, are those which 
most necessarily occnr in all shire elecdons, whether contested 
or otherwise. 

In the event, however, of a comiested elecdmi, the sheriff 
must adopt farther measures. 

If required by any of the candidates, he mnst cause two or 
Sheriff to pro- more booths, or halls, rooms, or other places for polling, to be 



la case of a 
contest, what 
further pfo- 
ceedings 



ride polling- 
booths, &C. 
at expence of 
candidates — 



not exceeding 
£30 each 
booth, &c. 
The poll to be 
taken — by 
whom. 



PolKclerks 
may be ap- 
pointed. 



Poll-clerks to 
have copy of 
the register of 
voters, — 



provided at each polling place.^ 

The polling-booths, &c are to be constructed or provided 
by contract with the candidates, or, if they cannot agree^ 
by the sheriff-clerk, at the joint and equal expence of the 
candidates.^ 

The sum of thirty pounds is the limit beyond which no 
expence can be incurred for any one poUing.place.^ 

The polls at these polling-booths are directed to be taken 
under the superintendance of the sheriff, or of substitutes 
whom he is to name — which appointment may be without ob- 
serving the forms necessary in the appointment of ordinary 
substitutes receiving salaries.^ 

Each substitute, at each polling-place, may have the assist- 
ance of a derk or clerks, to be appointed by the sheriff, with 
the concurrence of the candidates, if they can agree, if other- 
wise, by the sheriff-clerk.* 

Each poU-clerk must be furnished with, and have with 
him at the polling-place, an authenticated copy of the register 
of voters for the district attached to such polling-place.7 

(1 ) See above. 

(2) Sect. 27. See ante, p. 20, as to polling districts, to be appointed 
by the sheriffs. (3) Sect. 40. (4) lb. (5) lb. 27. 

(6) lb. 27. (7) lb. 
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The copy of the raster in question must be alphabetically Alphabetically 
arranged, and the votes are to be taken according to such ^^' 
copy.i 

The candidates are to contribute among them^ and pay Poll-clerkA' 
each poll-clerk one guinea per day.* remuneration. 

Also each sheriff, or sheriff-substitute, for superinteJtding Sheriffs' and 
the polls, a certain fee, not exceeding the sum of three guineas !**^?* snbsti- 
per day. ration. 

And, in like manner, in all cases where a poll has been Candidates to 
demanded, the candidates are bound to defray the necessary other expences. 
expences incurred by the sheriff, or sheriff-clerks, or town- 
clerks in the transmission of precepts, poll-books, &c., in 
compliance with the Reform Act.* 

The person proposing a candidate, without his consent, is Person propos- 
rendered liable to defray his share of all these expences, in J^fg to defray 
the same manner as if he himself had been a candidate.^ the same. 

(1) lb. No mention is made by the Act of any oath to be administered 
to the poll-clerks. In England, under the 25 Geo. 3. ch. 84. s. 7., 
the returning officer is directed to administer the following oath to poll- 
clerks : — 

" I do swear, that I will, at this election of a member or members to 
" senre in parliament for the county of truly and indif- 

** ferently take the poll, and set down the name of each freeholder, and 
'< the place of his freehold, and for whom he shall poll," &cc. 

This oath will, however, be shaped somewhat difFerently, in pursuance 
of the English Reform Act. 2 W. 4. ch. 45. sections 73 and 77. 

It would seem to have been intended by the legislature, that the same 
system of election should be practised in Scotland as in England : there- 
fore it is conceived that the returning officer in Scotch shire and burgh 
elections will be bound to administer an oath to poll-clerks, although it 
does not appear to be expressly required by the Act 2 and 3 W. 4. ch. 65. 

Under the 7 and 8 W. 3. ch. 25. s. 3., the returning officer is autho- 
rized, in English county elections, to appoint for each candidate such one 
person as shall be nominated to him by each candidate, to be inspector 
of every clerk appointed to take the poll. I should have arrived at the 
same conclusion with respect to " inspectors " as I have on the subject of 
poll-clerk's oaths — ^but for the circumstance that poll-clerks are expressly 
mentioned in the Scotch Reform Act, but inspectors not at all, either di- 
rectly or indirectly. I think then the legislature concluded that " inspec- 
tors'' might be dispensed with. 

(2) lb. 40, (3) lb. (4) lb. 
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At to ftppomt- Under the 42Ad section of the Refbnn Act, one of the 

rifTs substi- sheriff's ordinary substitutes may act instead of the sheriff, in 
tutes, &c. case of the latter being incapacitated from acting by sickness 
or unaroidable absence : — ^but to enable the sheriff's substi. 
tute to do this he must hold a substitution specially author- 
izing iiim to act. 

Section II. — Of the Proceedings at the Election for Shires. 

Sheriff to pro- Qn the day named by the sheriff for the election^ he is to 
claim the wnt* . 

repair to the Market-cross> or some other conyenient and open 

place, in or immediately adjoining the county-town^ and 
there publicly proclaim the writ by reading it.^ 
Ceruin special With respect to certain united counties, it is expressly 
p aces nam . ^j^^^^^ ^j^j^j ^jj^ ^^^ ^jmU |jg proclaimed at the following 

towns ;* viz. 

For the united counties of Clackmannan and Kinross^ at 

the town of Dollar. 
For those of Elgin and Nairn, at the town of Forres. 
For those of Ross and Cromarty, at the town of Ding- 
wall. 
' TheBriberyAct The Act 2 Geo. II. ch. 24., rdlating to bribery, must next 
to be read,— jj^ read, in conformity with the directions of that AcL^ 
as also 38 sect. The 38th section of 16 Geo. II. ch. 11., dispensing with 
ch. 11. the ^ Geo. II. in so far as it prescribes an oath to be taken 

by the sheriff, or other returning officer, must also be read. 
NominatioD of He is then to call upon the electors to name the candidate. 
No qaalifica- ^^ qualification of estate is now required for candidates to 
lion in respect represent Scotch shires in parliament — ^the 37th section of the 
sary. 2 and 3 W. 4. ch. 65., expressly declaring that " no member 

" for any county shall be required to be qualified as an elec 
" tor, or to hold any superiority within such county." 
If no opposi- If no more than one candidate be proposed for the choice 
to be declared ^^ ^^^ electors, the sheriff, upon a show of hands, is forth- 
elected, with to declare the person so put in nomination to be duly 

elected.'* 
be by the view ^^ more are nominated than are required by the writ to be 
or poll. returned, the election is to be made either by the view or by 

(1) lb. 29. (2) lb. (3) Conn. 277. (4) lb. s. 29. 
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tbe poll. An election may be determined by the view^ if it 
be with the consent of the electors pres^it^ and if no poll be 
required.^ 

The election is said to be made by the poll when the polls P® effect of 

, , denying the 

of the electors are numbered. The denial of the poU^ when poll ; 
legaUy demanded^ would avoid an election^ and subject the 
returning officer who denied it to punishment for a misde- 
meanor.' 

When once the poll has been granted^ the sheriff must ^^^9^ ^°* F?" 
proceed with it^ although the party who demanded it should ^h^D once 
wave the same^ or disturb the proceedings ; otherwise the demanded, 
election will be void.* * 

If a poll be demanded^ but no votes are tendered within a Exception, 
reasonable time after such demand^ the returning officer may 
declare the election according to the view.^ 

A fresh candidate may be proposed at any time during the A fresh candi- 
poUj and his election will be good.^ proposed. 

But if more candidates be proposed^ and a poll be de- If poll be de- 
manded^ the sheriff must adjourn the proceedings for a period ceedingriio be 
to be named by him — but not exceeding two free days, adjourned. 
exclusive of Saturdays and Sundays.^ 

The piling is to commence, as well at the principal place Poll afterwards 
of election as at the several poUing-places appointed under stmulS^eou^lY 
the section of the Reform Act (27)^ at nine o'clock of the day at the different 
so to be named by the sheriff. ^ *°^"P ^^^' 

It must not commence on a Saturday, 

Nor must it be kept open longer than two consecutive Poll to be kept 
days, and that only between the hours of nine in the mom- J^^ onlyr^ 
ing and four in the afternoon for the first day, and eight in 
the morning and four in the afternoon for the second day .7 

(1) 7 & 8 W. 3. c. 26. 8. 1 ; see also 8 Joum. 107, 280, 292. 

(2) 9 Joum. 110 ; also Glan. 7 & 76. Vide also 1 Journ. 677. 729. 814. 
890. ; viii. 69. 276. 4 Inst. 48. 4 Com. Dig. 289. 7 & 8 W. 3. c. 25. 
s. 3. 25 G. 3. c. 84. s. 1. 

(3) Whitelock 387. Glan. 133. 141. 4 Inst. 48. 

(4) See Westminster, 8 Journ. 280. 1 Heyw. 370. 

(5) Bristol, 1 Dougl. 245. Montgomery, 1 5 Joum. 94. 1 Heyw. 376. 
1 Peck. 83. (6) s. 29. (7) s. 32. 
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But it may be The poll at any one plao6 may, however, be dosed before 
the termination of the said two days, if all the candidates 
or their agents, and the sheriff, shall agree in so closing it.^ 

In the eveDt of If the proceedings at the eleetion should be obstructed by 

TZ^T^' riot or open vioknoe, the sheriff, or his sahstitate at the 
place where the riot may hare occurred, may adjourn the 
poll at that place to the following day, or some other conve- 
nient time — and, if necessary, may repeat the adjournment 
till the obstruction shall have ceased.^ 

The presiding officer must, however, always give notice to 
the sheriff, who is to make the return, of such adjooramoit 
having been made.' 

Day of ad- The day of adjournment not to be deemed one of the two 

to"be deemed ^7** forming the period during which ihe poll may be kept 

one of the two open.* 

^ay& or po - r^^ state of the poll cannot be finally declared, and the 
result of the election proclaimed, until the poll so interrupted 
shall have been closed, and transmitted in the manner here- 
inafter pointed out.^ 

Poll-clerk to Each sheriff in chaim of each polling-place must take care 

have copy of . 

the register of ^^^^ ^^® attending clerk (poll-clerk) at the place has with 

votera. hfm a certified copy of the alphabetical register of voters. 

The votes to The presiding officer is to receive the votes of all persons 

and^numbered. <l^»lifi6<l *<> ^ote according to the provisions of the Reform 

Act, and must record and progressively number each vote 

for each candidate in a poll-book.^ The duty of inscrilmig 

the votes will of course be performed by the clerk. 

Every page of Every page of the poll-book must be subscribed with the 

subscribed." * names of the sheriff and the poll-clerk, before a fresh page 

can be begun. 
Poll-book to The poll-books at the close of the first day's polling must 



(1) 8.32. (2) lb. (3) lb. (4) lb. 

(5) lb. The words "hereinbefore provided" are used: — it is conceived 
that the word ** before'' should be " after," for the directions as to closing 
and transmitting the poll are contained in the subsequent part of the 
section. 

(6) 8. 32. 
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be publicly sealed up by the sheriff and poll^clerk, and be be sealed up, 
taken charge of by the sheriff.^ ^* 

On the commencement of the poll of the second day the 
sheriff must publicly break the seals^ and proceed as before. 

No persons but those whose names shall appear in the last Registered per- 
corrected register are to be permitted to vote. vote. 

At the time of polling no inquiry is to be allowed as to At the poll- 
any other facta except those of the party tendering the vote ^o be put : 
being truly the individual mentioned in the register«r-of his 
being still possessed of the qualification there recorded on his 
own account^ and not in trust for or at the pleasure of any 
other person — and of his not having previously voted at that 
election.. 

These inquiries are to be confined to the putting to the And what 
person tendering his vote-^-if the sheriff shall be required so ^^^ ^' 
to do on behalf of any candidate — an oath, or, if he be a 
Quaker or Moravian, a solemn affirmation, in the form recited 
in schedule I.^ 

No other oath or affirmation whatsoever is to be put to the 
registered voter, at the poll or election, except only the one 
against bribery contained in schedule K.^ 

Any person whose claim to be registered may have been Rejected ^^ 
rejected by the sheriff, or by the court of review, may, not- may* tender 
withstanding, tender his vote.* vote. 

The sheriff, or his substitute, must enter the vote so ten- VVhichmustbe 

- , , entered in 

dered, with the name of the person for whom it is given, poii-book. 

distinguishing the same from the votes given by persons on 

the register, so that it may be in the power of any election 

committee to give effect to such vote in deciding upon the 

validity of any disputed election.^ 

(1) lb. The words in the section are " sealed up by the said acting 
sherifT," &c. The words ** acting sheriff'* do not appear in any previous . 
part of the section, nor, I believe, in any part of the Act. The person 
contemplated is evidently the presiding officer, and that officer, the 
sheriff's, substitute. The section is loosely worded — in a subsequent part 
of it the words ** officiating sheriff to seal up'' being used for the first and 
only time in the Act. The sheriff's substitute is here also the officer 
meant. (2) See Form in App. (3) Sec. 26, and see Form in App. 

(4) lb. (5) lb. s. 26. 
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It will be of oongiderable impbrtance that those parties 
who have been rejected by the sheriff, or by the court of 
review^ should tender their votes at the election — if they con- 
sider themselves to have right, as well with the view of ob- 
taining a decision on their claims to vote, as of forming the 
requisite condition precedent, or basis, of a petition to the 
House of Commons against the return. 
Voter must poll It is required that every voter shall poll at the polling- 
plMo of ^e place of the district within which the premises, or any part 
dittrtct. of them, in respect of which he daims to vote may be situate*^ 

Exception. But if such polling.place be in an island distant more than 

ten miles from the mainland of any county, the voters not 
resident in the island may poll at the polling-place for the 
district in which the county town is included.^ 
After cloke of Immediately after the poll at his polling-place is finally 

to be^wntTo''* ^^^®^' *^^ presiding officer is forthwith to seal up and 
sheriff. transmit the polLbooks to the sheriff acting as returning 

officer, for the shire. 

Orkney and With respect to the election for Orkney and Shetland, if,'* 

to the election, ^^ ^^® ^7 ^^ election, more candidates than one be put in 

&c. nomination and a poll be demanded, the sheriff is to adjourn 

the proceedings for a period of not less than ten or more than 

fourteen days, and within twenty-four hours dispatch notice 

of this adjournment to the sheriff-substitute of Shetland; 

and the polling is to commence accordingly at the different 

polling-places in both parts of the county on the day to 

which the proceedings are adjourned, and shall proceed as in 

other cases of polling.** 

Section III. — Of the Proceedings subsequent to the Elec- 
tion for Shires, — Proclamation of Candidates Elected — The 
Return, Sfc. 

Ke-assembling The sheriff to whom the poll-books shall have been de- 
the^ el ctb '-^' livered, in the manner pointed out in the previous section, 
opening of is required on the day next but one after the close of the poll 

(1) lb. 8. 27. (2) lb. (3) lb. 8. 31, and see ante, p. 
(4) lb. 8.31. 
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(unless such day be Sunday^ then on the Monday following), poll-books— 

to openly break the seals of the poll-books, cast up the result. 

number of votes as they appear on the several poll-books^ 

and openly declare the result of the poll.^ 

He wiU then make proclamation of the members chosen — Proclamation 

^ of mwnbers 

to be made not later than two o'clock in the afternoon of the chosen. 

same day.* 

The sheriff must forthwith make a return of the members The return. 
chosen^ in terms of the writ^ under his hand and seal, to the 
derk of the crown in England.^ 

In case the votes be equal he must make a double return.^ 

In England a return by an officer de facto, though he may Return by 
not have complied with all the legal forms necessary to sus- o™cerde/ar<o. 
tain his election to the office upon a quo warranto, is a good 
return.^ 

If it be impossible to complete the election, the returning Special return. 
officer should return the facts which have prevented it : this 
is called a special return. But the House of Commops has 
always shown itself very jealous of any departure from the 
course prescribed in the writ or precept, and will punish it as 
an offence, unless it was impossible.^ 

A later case shows that where it appears in the special re- 
turn that every attempt was made to proceed in the electicm 
without avail, the House will accept it.7 

It may be a material question before the Gimunittee, whei. The efiect of a 
ther the return be double or special, for on hearing a petition ^^j^^ or spe- 
against a double return, the candidate first named, or whose cial— in re- 
return is immediately appended to the writ, begins ; in the tSn^^titions?' 
other case the first petitioner. Thus, where A. and B. were 
stated to be candidates, having ah equal number of votes, biit 
the return did not say that either was duly elected, this was 
holden a special return, and that B. the first petitioner should 
begin.8 

(1) s.33. (2) lb. (3) lb. (4) lb. 

(5) Doug. Rep. 568. See the cases in 2 Heyw. 62, 63. 

(6) Leicestershire, 18 Joum. 21. Coventry, 38 Journ. 8. 2 Journ. 
22, 23. (7) 2 Peck. 383. Knaresborough. 

(8) Colchester. 1 Peck. 505. Shep. 85. 
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What to be Dilfieulties may arise in making the return^ supposing the 

ing officer die ' ^^<^^ ^ whom the writ or precept is directed should^ by death 

before elec- or otherwise^ be changed or removed between the iasuinff the 
tion, &c. .^ , .^ 

wnt and its return. 

In the Pembrokeshire case a new writ was ordered to the 

new sheriff^ the former one having died after the first ^writ 

was delivered to him^ and before the execution thereof.^ 

If the sheriff should happen to go out of office after the 

election has been made and indorsed upon the writ, he may 

deliver it to the new sheriff, who may return it with a special 

return, as was done in the case of Worcestershire.' 

Return once When a return has onee been made, no person is to pre- 

altered ^^ ^ sume to make any alteration in it, without the express order 

of the House.' But it is the common practice, if any mistake 

be made in a return, for the House to order such om&sion or 

mistake to be amended. 

Return must ^^ * "^*" ^ ^^^ elected, and yet not well returned, he 
be good to en- cannot sit in the House until the return be amended ; for a 
to slt™^"* * good election is only a ground to amend an undue return, but 

not to admit the party without a good return. 

Returns bow Under the present mode of altering or amending returns, 

altered by di- the Clerk of the Crown is ordered to attend with the return. 

House of <^<1 ^ the House amends it, by erasing the name of the per. 

Commons* gon q^ persons whom the House have determined not to be 

duly elected, and inserting the names of those who ought to 

have been returned. If there be two returns, and one of them 

is decided to be void, the Clerk of the Crown takes that off 

the file, leaving the other ; and if that other contain the 

names of the person or persons determined not to have been 

duly elected, it is amended in the manner described.^ 

Section IV. — Of the Proceedings preparatory to the Elec- 

tion for "Burghs y S^c, 

Wk have shown at page 36, that the writ for the election 
for a city or burgh, &c., entitled to send a member or mem- 

(1) 11 Journ. 338. Gloucester, 14 Joorn* 88* 

(2) B. R. R. Hey wood. Counties* 60. 

(3) 10 Journ. 377. 7 & B W. 3. c. 7. s. 6. (4) Uog. 30\ 
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bers for itself^ is required to be directed^ as heretofore^ to the 
sheriff of the shire ; but that where the election is for a dis- 
trict of burghsj &Cm the writ must be addressed to the sheriff 
at the town specified in schedule L. in appendix. 

When the writ shall have come to the sheriff's hands^ he is Sheriff to en- 
to endorse on the back of it the day on which he received it.^ ^**"^ writ— 

Within three days after such receipt be must announce a annouDce day 
day or days in which the election will take plaoe.^ ®^ election. 

Such day of election must not be less than ten, nor more To take place 
than sixteen days after that on which the writ was received.^ when. 

He must give due intimation of such appointed day for Due notice to 
the election^ by causing printed or written notices to be &^^^' 
affixed upon the doors of all the parish-churches within the 
burgh^ &fc^ 

If he should deem it expedient^ the sheriff may also give 
such intimation through the newspapers having the best cir- 
culation in the district.^ 

The proceedings hereinbefore ^tailed are those which What further 

must necessarily occur in all burgh. &c. elections, whether ^ ^. ^^^^ *^ 

/ . o ' 9 J election be con- 

contested or otherwise. tested. 

In the event, however, of a contested election, the sheriff 
must adopt further measures. 

If required by any candidate, he must cause two or more 
booths, or haUs, rooms, or other places, to be provided at 
each polling-place.^ 

The polling-booths are to be constructed or provided by Polling booths, 
contract with the candidates, or, if they cannot agree, by the 
sheriff-clerk, at the joint and equal expense of the candidates.7 

The sum of twenty pounds is the limit, beyond which no 
expense can be incurred for any one poUing-place.^ 

The polls at these poUing-booths are directed to be taken Presiding offi- 
under the superintendence of the sheriff, or of substitutes ^^^ "»•'«**• 
whom he is to name, which appointment may be without 
observing the forms necessary in the appointments of ordiaary 
substitutes receiving salaries.^ 

(1) s. 28. (2) lb. (3) lb. (4) lb. See ante, p. 37, n. 4. 

(5) lb. 28. (6) Sec. 27. (7) Sec. 40. (8) lb. (9) s. 27. 
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Poll-clerki. Each substitute^ at each poUing-place^ may have the as6i&- 

tance of a derk or clerks^ to be appointed by the sheriff, 
with the concurrence of the candid&tes^ if thej can agree; 
if otherwise, by the sherifflclerk.^ 

Who are to Each poU^erk must be furnished with, and have with 

regutor. ^^ ^ ^^^ polling-place, an authenticated copy of the roister 

of voters for the burgh, &c., or district of burghs, &c., at- 
tached to such poUing.place.^ 
^ The copy of the register in question must be alphabeticaUy 

arranged, and the votes are to be taken according to such 
copy.^ 

Poll-clerk's The candidates are to contribute among them^ and pay 

remuneration, each polLderk one guinea per day> 

Sheriff-substi- Also each sheriff or sheriff-substitute, for superintending 
tHte'salso. |.]|e polls, a certain fee, not exceeding the sum of three 

guineas per day. 
Candidates to And in like manner, in all cases where a poll has been 
oSer expenses, demanded, the candidates are bound to defray the necessary 

expences incurred by the sheriff, or sheriff-clerks, or town. 

clerks, in the transmission of precepts, poll-books, &c., in 

compliance with the Reform Act.^ 

The person proposing a candidate without his consent, is 

liable to defray his share of all these expenses in the same 

manner as if he himself had been a candidate.^ 

Section V. — Of the Proceedings at the Election for 

Burghs, S^c, 

Writ to be pro- ^^ *^® ^X *"^ ** *^® hour7 previously named for the 
claimed. election by the sheriff, he is to repair to the market cross, or 

(1) lb. (2) lb. (3) Sec. 27. (4) Sec. 40. (5) lb. (6) lb. 
(7) s. 30. In tbe provision for shire elections, see ante, and sec. 29, 
no mention is made of the " hour." It is conceived that, for the take of 
regularity, it will be proper for the sherifif to name the hour at the time he 
names the day of proceeding to the election. In England, under the 23 
Henry VI. c. 14. s. 2. the sheriff is required to open the election proceedings 
between 8 and U in the for^oon. In borough elections, however, there is 
no limitation in this respect, the hour of commencement being left, in 
practice, solely in the discretion of the returning officer. 
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some other canvenient and open place in or immediately 
adjoining any town or burgh sending a member by itself^ or 
that town of any district at which the writ for the whole 
district is to be proclaimed.^ 

He is then and there publicly to proclaim the writ.^ 

The act 2 Geo. II. c. 24, relating to bribery^ must next be Bribery act to 
read^ in conformity with the directions of that act.* ^ '"^' *^' 

The 38th section of 16 G^. II. ell, dispensing with the 
2 Geo. 11.^ in so fsEff as it prescribes an oath to be taken by 
the sheriff^ or other returning officer^ must also be read. 

He is then to call upon the electors to name the candidate. Nominatioo. 

If no more candidates be proposed for the choice of the elec- 
tors than there are vacancies to fill up^ the sheriff is to 
declare the person or persons put in nomination duly elected, 
on a show of hands.^ 

Any registered voter residing, or having his qualification, in 
any other city, burgh, &c., of the district, may repair to the 
place where the writ is to be proclaimed in the manner 
already shown, and nominate a candidate ; first satisfying 
the sheriff that he is truly registered, by producing an extract 
of his registration, and by taking, if required, the oath 
recited in Schedule I.* 

If, however there should be more candidates proposed than Adjoamment 
vacancies to be filled up, and if a poll be demanded, the "* *^*** ^ ^ 
sheriff must adjourn the proceedings for a period not exceed. 
ing three free days, exclusive of Saturdays and Sundays.^ 

With respect to the district including the town of Kirk. Kirkwall 
wall, in Orkney, it is specially provided that the adjourn- 
ment may be made for any period not exceeding seven free 
days.7 

The sheriff who proclaimed the writ, having thus fixed a 
particular day on which the polls are to take place in all the 
burghs of the district, is required to forthwith transmit a 
written notice to each sheriff within whose shire, any city, 

(1) Sec. 30. see ante p. 46, and schedul^A in appendix. 

(2) Sec. 30. (3) Conn. 277. (4) Sec. 30. 

(5) Sec. 30. — See form of oath in appendix. (6) Sec. 30. (7) lb. 

B 
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bvxgli, &e., oftheiiatrictmaybetttoate. This notice most 

iafbtin aach akeriff thai a pall has been demanded, and of tlie 

daj en which it is to commeooe.^ 

£ach snch sheriff is aooordinglj to appoint such a number 

of sabstitiites and clerks as may be neceasaiy to .assist or 

officiate^ as already painted out,' at each ef the poUing-pbces 

at any of the citiefl^ borgha, &a» of the district within his 

county. 

Poll to com- The polling is to commence, aa well at the principal place 

moDce simalup of electioiiy as at the several polling-places appointed, at nine 
neoiisly at all , . ' T^ v j • 
polling-phMMS o dock of the day.» 

It must not commence on a Saturday.^ 
— ^lo be k«pt Nor moat it be k^t open longer than two consecutive days, 
open two dayi. gn^ ^^ ^gj^ ^^etween the hours of nine in the moniing and 
four in the afternoon for the first day^ and eight in tbe morn- 
ing and ftiur in the afternoon for the second day.^ 

But it is not required that the poll should be kept open, 
under any circumstances^ during the whole of the prescribed 
period : it nugr be dosed at any time if aU the candidates, or 
their agents, and the sheriff^ shall agree in sa dosing it.^ 

As in counties^ so likewise in bur^ dections^ the poll may 
be adjourned in case of riot^ ^c.^^ due notice being given to 
the sheriff who has to make the retunou 

So^ also, the day of adjonmment is not to be considered as 
one of the two consecutive polling-days before mentioned.^ 

Nor can the state of the poll be declared^ and result of 
election proclaimed^ until the interrupted poll shall have been 
properly dosed.9 
Poll-clerk to The poU-clerk must be furnished with a certified copy of 
^^^t "' *« register of yoter8.>o 

voters. The presiding officer is to receive the votes oi all qualified 

o^^r *°^ persons,, and record and progressively number them for each 
to take poll, candidate.^^ 



Exception. 



Riot. 



Day of ad- 
joamiiient. 



( 1 ) Sec. 30. (2) Ib^— and see ante p. 48. (3) lb and see anle p. 41. 

(4) Sec. 32. (^b. (6) lb. (7) lb.— and see mnU p. 42. 
(8) lb. — and see ante p. 42. (9) s. 32. See ante p. 42. 

(10) ib. See ante p. 42. (11) lb. See ante p. 42. 



The luuaaeB <if tbi; ptesiding oMcef and polLderk must be His ftuM Ma 
Sfil)6crib^ to eadb piige before a fresb one can be begno.^ S bTsubt'*''^** 

At the close of the first day's poll^ the poll-books mast be scriM to each 
pubiiety aealed up by the predldmg officer and poll-clerk^ and ^f^V ^ 4^ 
taken charge of by the former, who^ ' on commencing the be waled, &c. 
second day's poll, must publicly hteA the seak, and proceed 
as befeKre. 

In»ttedlafely after the poU at bis polling-place is ftnaDy andtraivMiitted 
closed, the presiding officer i» forthwith to seal up and transu o^^^™*"^ 
mit the poU-books to the sheriff acting as returning officer tot 
the shire,^ where the election is for one city, burgh, &c., 
sending members by itself, or for a district of towns lying 
wholly within one shire. But where the election shall be for 
a district of burghs, &c., lying in different shires, the poll, 
books must be severally transmitted in the first instance to 
the sheriff of the several shires within which any of the 
burghs, &C., may be situate. Such other sheriffs are after- 
wards to transmit the poll-books to the sheriff to whom the 
writ was directed. 

The observations made under the head of section 2, with 
respect to shire elections, are generally applicable to those 
for burghs, &c., and, therefore, need not be here repeated. 

Sbction VI. — Of the Proceedings subsequent to the Elec- 
tion Jbr Burghs, Sfc, — Proclamation of Candidates elected. 
— 'The Return, (Jr. 

The sheriff to whom the poll-books shall have been de- Sheriff to open 
livered, in the manner pointed out in the previous section, is Poll-^»<><>^* "Jjd 
required on the day next but one after the close of the poll of the poll, 
(unless such day be Sunday, then on the Monday following) 
to openly break the seals of the poll-books, cast up the num- 
ber of votes as they appear on the several poll-books, and 
openly declare the result of the poll.* 

m 

(1) lb. See onU p. 42. (2) s. 34. 

(3) 8. 33 &34. In some cases— for instance, election for district towns 
»ot within the same county. — the time here limited may not prove sufHcient. 

E 2 
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To proelum 

roembert 

elected. 



And make re- 
turn thereof. 



Double re- 
turn, &c. 



He will then make prockmation of tlie members chosen^ 
to be made not later than two o'clock in the afternoon of the 
same day. 

The sheriff must forthwith make a return of the members 
chosen^ in terms of the writ, under his hand and seal^ to the 
derk of the crown in England.^ 

In case the votes be equal he must make a double return. 

The other observations made under the head of section 3, 
in respect to returns^ Sec, for shires^ ^PP^J equally to the pre- 
sent section. 



(1) 8. 33 & 34. 



CHAPTER VI. 

PERSONS DISQUAUFIED FOR PARLIAMENT. 

Neither aliens nor denixens, by letters patent^ are eligible Birth. 
to parliament.^ Aliens tnd 

Naiuralizatum. — The 1 G. 1. st. 2. c. 4. s. 2. enacts, that m'*|!!^')Li 
no bill of naturalisation shall be received, unless it contain 
a clause preventing the person to be neUuralited from becoming 

(1) By the common law, all born hor$ de ligeane§ were aliens ; and, till 
the Act of Settlement, 12 and 13 W. 3. c. 2. Scotch and Irish were not 
eligible, GlanvilU, 122. 1 Joum, 798. 821. ; viii. 42. That Act declared, 
that none born out of England, Scotland, or Ireland , or the dominions 
thereto belonging, though naturalized or made a denizen, unless born of 
English parents, should be capable of the privy council, or of either house 
of parliament : vide also 25 Ed. 3. sL 2 ; Cro. Car, 601. ; IBL Cum. 373. 
It therefore excluded all born hor$ de ligeance, both of whose parents were 
not Engluh. At the dispersion of French Protestants, a general naturali- 
zation bill was passed, 7 Anne, c. 5. ; by which all persons bom hort de 
ligeance, taking certain oaths and receiving the sacrament in some reformed 
or Protestant congregation, — and by the 2d, the children of natural-born 
English subjects bom abroad, were constituted natural-bom subjects to all 
inunts and fmrpoeet. An attempt was made to introduce a clause in the 
first section, disabling persons thus naturalized from electing or being 
elected, but it was rejected by 168 to 67.— 17 Joum. 143. The first sec- 
tion of this act was, however, repealed by the lOih of Anne, c. 5. To 
settle the doubts occasioned by this in<ionsistency of legislation, it was de- 
clared by 4 G. 2. c. 21 ., that all children born- abroad, ^ho§»J'athen were 
natural-born subjects, were natural-bom subjects. The 13th of G. 3. c 21. 
went a step further, declaring that children born abroad, whose fathers had 
been declared natural-born subjects by 4 G. 2., should also be deemed to 
be natural-born subjects : so that now the grandchild of a natural-born 
subject, by the father's side, is, without reference to his birth-place or his 
maternal parentage, a natural -born subject also^ for all purposes. 
Roger$,9S 
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Imbecility. 
Idiots and lu- 
nfttics. 



Ra&k or pnn 

fessioo. 

Peen. 

Scotch peen. 
Irish 



•fudges. 



Judges of 
Scotland. 

Judges of 
Ireland, and 
Masters in 
Chancery 
there. 
Masters in 
Chancery in 
England. 
Assistant 
barristers. 
Woods and 
Forests. 



a member of the privy oouncily or from flitting in either house 
of parliament: so that now^ when any foreigner^ distingaish^ 
by eminence of rank or sendees^ is to be naturalized^ it is usual 
first to pass an act for the repeal of these statutes in his fa. 
Your, and then to pass an act of naturalization without ex- 
ception. — Irish Acts, 36 O. 3. c. 48. s. 3. 2 HatseU, 3. 

Not being of the full age of twenty^ne years.^ 

Mental imbecility ; and should a man, sane at the time of 
his election, become afterwards a lunatic or imbecile^ his seat 
may be avoided.' 

Refusing to take the oaths of sufffemaay, aU^giaiioB, and 
abjuration.' 

Peers of parliament, having teats in the House of Lords, 
«nd eompoaing a distinet branch of our politioal constitution, 
tfe ineligible as members of die House of Commons, 

Peers of Scotland also, being represented by the sixteen 
elected from the peerage of Scotland, are excluded* 

But not Irish peers, for any county, city, «r borongh of 
Great Britain, unless they shall previously be elected to sit 
as part of the twenty-eight representative peers in the 
House of XiOrds of the United Kingdom.* 

The Judges, being summoned as assistants to the House of 
Lords, to advise them when required.' 

Judges of Session or Justiciaiy, or Barons of the Exche- 
quer in Scotland.* 

Lord Chancellor, Master of the KoBs, the twelve Judges 
of the Courts of King's Bench» Common Pleas, or Exchequer, 
in Irriand, and Masters in Chancery there. But not Masters 
in Chancery in England.* 

Assistant Barristers in Ireland.' 

Being a Commissioner of His Majesty's Woods and Fo- 
rests, if there already be one Commissioner sitting in the 
house.O 

(1) 7 and 8 W. 3. c. 25. 2 Peck. 627. 

(2; Grampound, 29th of Oct. 1566. lyimn, 129. 

(3) Test Act. (4) 39 and 40 G. 3. c. 67. 

f 6) Journ. 9th of Nov. 1605. (6) 7 G. 2. c. 16. s. 4. 

(7) 1 and 2 G. 4. (8) 36 G. 3. c. 26. s. 3. 

(9) 10G.4.C. 60. s. 21. 
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No Goremor t>r Depnty-Gki^reHior of any of the settle- Governors in 
ments^ presidencies^ territories^ or plantations of the East ^ ^^ 
India Gompanj^ while he shall continue to hold such office. 
Penalty if he should sit and vote^ 500/.^ 

No Justice of the P^ee^ or Beoeive^^ app<^nted by virtue Police Act 
of the Police Act.* 

No Justice appointed at any of die eight PoHce Offices Police magu- 
established in the counties 6f Middlesex and Surrey.* *™^"' 

No person^ having been ordained a Priest or Deacon of the Clergy, in 
English and Irish Church, or being a Minister of the Church ^gjand and 
of Scotland ;* and if any person shall afterwards be ordained 
a Priest or Deacon, or become a member of the Church of 
Scotland, his seat shall immediately become vacant.* 

The same as to Roman Catholic Clei^.* Roman Catho- 

Proof of ce!ebrati6n of Divihe Service 5s primd facie E^yen'^* 
evidence of a person having been ordained, in all the above 
cases.^ 

No Sheriff^epute, or Steward-depute.* Depute; 

And, by the 36th section of the Reform Act, 2 & 3 W. 4. sheriff, 
c. 65, a sheriff is disqualified; but the disqualification ex^. 
tends only for the county ot combined counties of which he 
shall be sheriff: 

So also with respect to sheriff-substitute, and sheriff^clerk, sheriff-snbsti- 

or deputy sheriff-clerk, who are disqualified to be elected for *y^» s^^eriff- 

clerk or Qti» 

the shire of which he is sheriff-substitute or sheriff*clerk: puty 'sheriff- 
So also with respect to town-clerk, or depute town-clerk, ^®'^« 

for the city, burgh, &c., in whidi he id such cl^k. depute town- 

No Officer to whom a writ or pre<iept is dkected can te- <^*«'^» 

turn himself.9 offi«I!"°*^ 

llie 6 Anne, c. 7> s* ^S* disqualifying persons under certain 

circumstances for parliament may be divided intd three parts. 

(1 } 10 Q. 4. 6. 6S« 8. 1. (9) 10 a. 3. c. 44. «. 18. 

(3) 8 O. 4. a. 65i«^-Matineed to tlie year 1883, by the 10 £r. 4* c 45. 
•.14. 

(4) 41 G. 3. c. 63. (5) lb. a. 2, (6) 10 G. 4. c. 7. s. 9. * 

(7) 41 G. 3. c 63. 8. 4. and 10 G. 4. c. 7. s. 10. 

(8) 1 G. 2. c. 19. 8. 11. (9) Cambridge. 1 Joum. 540. ; 9 Joum. 
725. ; 2 Luders, 40. ; 1 Peck. 406. 
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Under the firsts no person who shall have in his own same, 

or in the name of any person or persons for him^ or for his 

New offices or benefit^ any new office or place of pr^ whatsoever under 

places of profit. ^^ ^^^ ^j^^j^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ 25th of October, 1 7»5 . 

have been created or erected, or thereafter shall be crested 
or erected, shall be capable of being elected, or of sitting or 
voting as a member of the House of Commons. 

Under the second are enumerated the holders of certain 
places under the government, who are thereby disqualified. 

Under the third are excluded pensioners. 

Upon the first division, it is necessary therefore to inquire, 

1st. What is a new office or place of profit, within the 
meaning of the Act ? 

In order to ascertain with certainty the offices to wInA 
the Act applied, two addresses have, at different periods, 16th 
Feb. 1 729, and 15th Feb. 1779, been presented to the Throne, 
to obtain an account of the offices and employments under 
the Crown, existing on the 25th of Oct. 1705; the number 
of officers employed at that time in each, with their respec- 
tive salaries ; and also an account of the number and names 
of the officers in each department, with their salaries as they 
stood on the 5th of January then preceding, distinguishing 
the time when any increase in the number of such offices^ or 
their salaries, was first made. 

The report furnished upon the last of these addresses, and 
which is very voluminous, was deposited with the Cleric of 
the Papers, and is to be found amongst the documents of 
the House of Commons. An enuikieration of some few 
general cases, therefore, only will be made, in (urder to show 
tlie principle which the House has adopted with reference to 
the Act in question. 
Placet of profit Any person having any office or place of profit, by the no- 
of tSe^L^Jd *" mination of the Lord Lieutenant, Lord D^uty, Lords Jus- 
Lieutenant of tices, or other Governor of Ireland, created since 33 O. 3. is 
Ireland. disabled from being elected, or of sitting or voting in the 

House of Commons.^ 

(I) 41 G. 3.C. 52. 
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The being appointed Envoy to the Court of Vienna was New offices, 
held not to vacate a seat.^ — . 

But the appointment to the situation of Consul General 
does vacate. 

So also the acceptance of the office of Conservator of the 
Privileges ^ihe Scots' Nation in the Netherlands, and ResU 
dent therefor the affairs of Scotland, 

But not the Clerk rfihe Pipe in Scotland,^ 

Fife, 1 LiuderSy .455. — The election and return of Greneral Inspector of 
Skene was objected to, upon the ground that he held the scoUmml'" 
office of Ba^age Master of the Forces, and Inspector of the 
Roads in Scotland: it was contended that these were military 
offices, and not new. But the committee decided, that the 
novel creation of one of the offices was notorious. 

The Secretary to the Court of Assistants for Relief of Secretanr to] 
Poor Widows of Commissioned and Warrant Officers of Ai listants &c. 
the Royal Navy; held by virtue of a commission under the 
great seal; salary, 200/. per annum, by the royal sign manual: 
held, by 223 to 132, not to be a new office. Sed quasre f^ 

So also the office of commissary to treat with France, for Commissary to 
settling the trade between the two countries. 17th and 19th J^qJI^***' 
Aprn, 1714 

Agent to Island of Ceylon. The return of Mr. Huskis- Agent to Island 
son was petitioned against, upon the ground, amongst oth^s, ^ ^^y^^n* 
of hia disqualificationi by reason of his holding the office of 
agent to the island of Ceylon: and the question was, whether 
this office came within the meaning of the stat. 6 Ann. c. 7* 
s- 25 ? The office was admitted to be a new one ; it has a 
salary paid out of the revenues of the island ; the appoint- 
ment is made by the government of the island, in consequence 
of directions from the Secretary of State for the war and 
colonial department. Return good.^ 

In addition to the foregoing, the following offices appear .. 
to have been held to fall within the <q>eration of the stat. of 
Anne: 

Agent of militia regiments.^ 

(1) 2 Doug. 367 & 423. (2) July 18 Journ. 215. 

(3) 23 Journ. 473. (4) 2 Roe. 195. 

(6) Journ. xxxvii. 470.; xxxviii. 651 — 700.; xxxix. 6. 
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N«w nffiew. Auditor of Land Revenue in Wftles.^ 
"""^ Chancellor of Duchy of Lancaster.* 

Chief Clerk of Ordnance^ Ammunition, &c.' 
Clerk of Deliveries of Ordnance Stores.^ 
Clerk of Ordnance.^ 

of ComptnJler of HousdH^d.^ 

of Parliament.7 

Commissary-General of Musters.* 
Commissioners of affairs of India, with sidary.9 
Comptrdler of HousdioldA<> 
Groom of Beddtacmber.^^ 
Master of Buck-hounds.^ 

of Household." 

Out Ranger of Windsor Forest.*^ 
Registrar of Court of Admiralty.** 
Remembrancer of Exchequer.'* 
Riding Forester.** 
Secretary of Greenwich Hospital.'* 
Surveyors General of Land Revenue.'* ' 

of Ordnance.** 

r of Works.** 

Treasurer of Household.** 
Offices de- In addition to these^ which have been hdd by the House 

claied to be ^ Comanons to be new, certain other ofices wMdi have been 
abolished by 8|atpte,** but whidi the l^islature contem- 
plates as likely to be revived, are declared to be new on their 
revival. 

Third Secretary of State, or Secretary of State for tlie 
Colonies, 
Lords of the Board of Trade and Fbintations, 
Lords of Police in Scotland, 

(1) Journ. xxviii. 48. (2) lb. xxx. 910. (3) lb. xxxvi. 996. 

(4) lb. xxxn. 1006. (5) lb. xxxiz. 1008. ; xHx. 19. 

(6) lb. xxzvi. 689. (7) lb. xKii. 639. (8) lb. nz*. 800. 

(9) lb. xlnu. 994. (10) lb. xlyi. 447. (11) lb. xliv. 319 ; xlviib 126. 

(12) lb. xxxix. 420. (13) lb. xUx. 774. (14) lb. xlviii. 6. 

(15) lb. xlvi. 91. (16) lb. liii. 5. (17) lb. xlvi. 459. 

(18) lb. xxxix. 306. (19) lb. xxxv. 454. (20) lb. xliv. 239. 

(21) lb. xxxvu. 56. (22) lb. xlviii. 996. (23) 22 G. 3. c. 82. 
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Principal Officers of the Great Wardrobe, N«fr •ffioM. 

' of the Jewel Office^ — - 

Treasurer of the CSiamber, 

Cofferer of the Household^ 

Six Clerks of the Board of Oreen Cloth, 

Paymaster of the Pensions, 

Master of the Harriers^ 

of the Fox-hounds, 

— of the Stag-hounds, 

And, by a. 2., if any office of the same name, nature, de- offices of same 
scription, or purpose, of those thereby abolished, should be mature to be 
established thereafter^ the same should be deemed and tak^a ^^^ ^ ^^' 
to be new offices. ' 

So also in Ireland, the 57 G. 3. c. 62. s. 5. directs that the 
offices of 

Clerk of the Council, 
Muster-Master Oeneral, 
Pratique-Master to the port of DubHn, 
Storekeeper of the Customs, 
should be regulated ; and by s. 10. enacts^ that every office 
and appointment belonging to and making part of the esta- 
blishment of any of the above offices, ivhen so r^;ulated, is 
to be deemed a new office* 

And by the Irie^ stat. 33 G. 3. 41. a. 2., which has been 
noticed above, it is enacted, ^^that if any office nnder the 
crown, which had been abdi^d or disused for the space 
of five years, before the passing of the act, (16th August 
1793) and which should be re-established ; or if any addi- 
tional salary, exceeding IQOL per annum, should after the 
same period be added ta tiie salary ai any office ; or if any 
sahoy of 100^ per annum should be granted to any office 
to which no salary was then granted, every such office 
'^ should be deemed a new office, within the intuit and 
*' meaning of the act." 

By 57 O. 3. c. 63. it is provided that the whole establish- 
nient of the Clerks of the Signet and Privy Seal shall be 
considered new offices withm the Act o£ Anne. 
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New offices. The 67 Cr. 3. c. 84., by s. 1., provides the same with res- 
""""" pect to 

Auditors and Tellers of the Exchequer in England and 
Ireland, 

Clerks of the PeDs in ditto, 
and every officer in the establishment of either. 

But there are many exceptions to the operations of the 

Exceptions, act ; which are, 

1st. By 28th sect, it is provided, that no officer in the 
Officers in the army or navy, being a member of ike House, shall vacate his 
^°^^* seat in consequence of any new commission in the army or 

navy. 

By sect 28. it is provided, that nothing in the act shall 
extend, or be construed to extend, to any member of the 
House of Commons, being an officer in Her Majesty's army 
or navy, who shall receive any new commission in the army 
or navy. 

But it has been held that the acceptance of a commission 
by a member, not being at the time in the army, vacates his 
seat.i 

The acceptance of a commission in the militia of England 
will not vacate a seat.^ 

Nor of a commission under the Greneral Defence Act.^ 

Nor of commissions in the militia of Scotland.^ 

Nor of the militia of Ireland. 49 G. 3. c. 120. s. 34. 

Nor, by the 33 G. 3. c. 36. s. 1., the acceptance of a com- 
mission in a corps of fendbles raised or to be raised in Scot- 
land, or in any corps raised any where in Great Britain, 
where none of the officers, except the adjutants and quarter- 
masters, shall be entitled to rank in the army, or half.pay 
after the reduction of the corps. This, it is apprehended, 
would except all commissions in regiments of yeomanry, &c. 
('Rogers, 51.) 
Governor, &c., A motion being made that the accepting of a commis- 
Brii^^ sionof governor or lieutenant-governor of any fort, citadel, or 

(1) 2 HatseU, 35. 39. 40. (2) 42 G. 3. c 90. s. 192. 
(3) 43 G. 3. c. 55. s. 15. (4) 42 G. 3. c. 91. s. 167. 
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garrsion^ upon the military establishments of His Majesty's New oflloes. 
guards and garrisons in Great Britain^ by any member of — — 
the House being an officer in the army, does vacate his seat, 
was n^atived.^ 

One of the grounds of objection was, that the candi- 
date returned was governor of Dover Castle ; but the com. 
mittee, and afterwards the house, held the election and return 
to be good.2 

In the case of Sir W. Oifford, governor of Greenwich Governor of 
Hospital, it was held that the office did not disqualify to S'**^^^'' 
sit in parliament, pursuant to the 6th of Anne, because it 
appeared, on inspecting the constitution of the said hospital, 
that* it was before the statute.^ 

So also the situation of Lieutenant-general of the Ordnance Exceptions, 
has been held not to vacate. 

But in more modem times a different rule appears to have 
prevailed: thus. 

The appointments to the situations of 

Constable of Tower of London, March 3, 1784 ;^ 

— Town of Plint,^ 

have been considered to vacate the seats of those who held 
them, when given to persons not being officers in the army*^ 

The appointment to colonial governments has, it seems, 
been uniformly held to vacate the seatJ 

Governor of the Bahama Isles.^ 

Lieutenant^vemor of Upper Canada.^ 

Viceroy of Corsica.^® 

Commissioners for the sale or redemption of the land-tax, 
by 42 G. 3. c. 116. s. 185., are excepted. 

(1) 22 Joarn. 201. a. i>. 1733. 

(2) Hutings, 10 Journ. 334. Vide also ArundO^ 28Ui Febraaiy, 7tfa 
of Anne ; NorihumberUmd, 17th of February,* 9th of Anne; Camelford, 1st 
of February, 10th of Anne; Renfrew, 25th of April, 1 G. 1. ; 3rd of April, 
1721 ; 18th of January, 1732. 

(3) Jouni. 12th February, 1710. (4) 39 Journ. 970. 
(5) 54 Joom. 292. (6) 9th Feb. 1784, 2 Hataell, 47. 

(7) By 6th Anne, c. 7. s. 25., Governors and Deputy Governors of 
any of the plantations are declared to be ineligible. 

(8) 53 Joum. 63. (9) lb xlvii. 46. (10) lb. 1. 590. 
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OAeM t(MMU Bo aho Cwamifiiimwwi to bMr nad detemhie eUdpir to 

6 disqaa] 
cations. 



able dUqualifi. p^„j^ |;a]^eii under the act of 42 O. a c 89. s. 1^, Ibr 



veitiiig certaiB landa in Tnutoes^ for pronotingtlie servke of 
His Majesty's Ordnance at Woolwich. 

So also Vioe-Preaident of the Bonrd of Traded 

So also Qaveraor, Depnly Oovemor, Director^ Manager, 
or Member «f the Bank of England.* 

The appointment of the Chancellor of the Exdieqoer in 
Ireland to be a Lord of the Treasnry in ^^knid, without 
salary, does not make Tosd has election. ^ 

If the office of High TVeaseiw of ItelaadiiMdl be granted 
to commiBSMiiers, Budi coHnuwMmcra art not disfoalified by 
33 G. 3. c. 41. a. 3. 

Having seen what ia the opMniUgn of tile Ml Anne, a ^., 
and what haye been considered new eftcea^ ar dedared to be 
so by the Iq^ialsture, and the exceptions, it next beeones ne- 
cessary to notice those offices which, by that and other par. 
ticular acts of parliament, are espressly dedared todtaqual^. 

No member shall be eoncemed in feming, managing, or 
collecting the money or duties en ss^, ale, beer, or odter 
liquors.* 

Conunissleners or farmers of exeiBe on beer, ale, and elfter 
liquora. 

Commissioners determiBing appenU e a n cenniy saM; fctiaSb 

Comptrollers or auditors of the aeoMsato ci said dhitka. 
Declared ^^7 ^^^ holding, by hinaelf or depnty, or for w)ta» any 

incapable of office, place, or employment is held in trasl, tooching «r eon- 
M acInJ M°^' earning the fanning^ cattectiiig, mr managing ^e dnfy of 
member!. excise, by 11 & 12 W. 3. e. 2. 8. 160. ; Irefand, 41 C3^. ft c. 
52. s. 4. 

Commissionen or £»mers oi the customs. 
Incapable of ^y Qjjg holding, by himself or deputy, or for whom any 

being elected, ^ , , - t_ tj - * • 

or of sitting, omoB, place, or employment is held in trust, touching or Con- 
or voting. ceming the farming or managing the customs.^ 

(I) 67 G. 3. c. 66. (2) \& G. 2. c. 19. s. 8, 

(3) 47 G. 3. sess. 2. e. 2(K s. 3. (4) 5 W & M. e. 7. s. 57. 

r5) 1 1 W. 3. c. 10. s. 89. 
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CommiMaiier or Sub roMiwisaJwiar <tf FriiM. OfficM itat«i* 

Secretary or Receiver of Priiea. ^^^ dUqualifi. 

Conptroller of Army Accouuta. i.-_ 

Coinmissioiier of Tram^ports, or of the Sick and Wounded.. 

Agents for Regiments. 

Commissioners for Wine Licenses. 

Gk>vemor oi Deputy Governor of any of the Plantations. 

Commissioners of the Navy employed at any of the out- 
portSy by 6 Axui. c 7* & 25. 

Commissioners of the Revenue in Ireland. 

of the Navy or Victualling Offices. 

Deputies in the above aitd following offices :<^ 

Of the Lord High Treasurer. 

Of the Commissioners of the Treasmy. 

Of the Auditor of the Exchequer. 

Of the Lord High Admiral. 

Of the Tellers of the Exchequer. 

Of the ChanceUor of the Exdiequer. 

Of the Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

Of the Paymasters of the Army and Navy. 

Of the Principal Secretaries of State. 

Of the Commissioners of Salt. 

Of the Commissioners of Stamps. 

Of the Commissioners of Appeals.. 

Of the Commissioners of Wine Licenses. 

Of the Commissioners of Hackney Coaches.. 

Of the Commissioners of Hawkers and Pedlars.^ 

All persons having offices^ civil or military^ within the 
Island of Minorca^ or in Gibraltar^ except officers having com- 
missions in any r^^enA there only. 

Any person^ directly or indirectly, himself or by any person 
in trust for hkn, or for his use or benefit, or on his account, 
undertaking, executing,, holding, or eiyoying, in the whole or 
in part, any contracts, ajpreement, or commission made with, 
und^, OS fran, the Commissioners of the Treasury, Commis- 
sioners of the Navy or Victualling Offices, Master.General 

(I) 15G2.C.29. s. 1. 
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OiBcet fttatttt- of Board of Ordnance, or generalfy on account of the public 
^^'^wZli'^'*' service, bj 22 6. 3. c 45. s. 1. 

Thb act, bowever, does not apply to contracts, &c., by any 

RxceptioQi in incorporated company, nor to any company of more than ten 
' members, where the contract shall be made for the benefit of 
the company.^ 

Nor to contracts to expire after a year's notice, until one 
year after such notice has been given. 

Nor to contracts by descent or limitation, or by marriage, 
or as devisee, legatee, executor, or administrator, until twelve 
months' possession of the contract. 
DUqualified to Again, commissioners for examining and auditing the pub. j 

Commissioners for the examination of the accounts of the 
expenditure of public money in the West Indies, who receive 
any salary, are disqualified by 45 O. 3. c. 91. s. 7« 

Commissioners of the Revenue in Ireland, and their depu- 
ties or clerks, by 15 O. 2. c. 22. s. 1. 
DiiquftUfted The Architect appointed by the Lord Lieutenant to su- 

from fitting or perintend the execution of all public works, under the diiiec- 
tion of the Commissioners of the Board of Works, by 33 G. 
3. c. 34. s. 21. 

Surveyor-General in the Revenue. 

Collector in the Revenue, appointed by the Commissioners 
of the Customs or Excise, except the Collectors of the Cus- 
toms and Excise in the port of Dublin, and in the county 
and city of Dublin. 

Any of the Secretaries to the Commissionen of Customs, 
the Excise, the Commissioners of Accounts, the Commis- 
sioners of the Barracks, the Post Office, the Board of Ord- 
nance. 
DUqualified to Paymaster of Bounties on Com coming coastwise to the 
be elected, and ^^^ ^f Dublin, by 33 G. 3. c. 41. s. 1. 

to sit or vote. t- ^, i. ^^^ iii. »ii. 

Election of If sny person by that act disabled, or declared mcapame of 

P*",??* .**"', sittinjr or votins in the House of Commons, should neverthe- 

quahfied under 

act, void ; less be returned as a member, his election and return were to 

(1) Rog. 54. 
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be void ; and any such person^ presuming to sit or vote as a Ofiices. 

member, incurred a penalty of 500^ to any person suii^^ for ^ 

the same, in a manner therein directed, by 33 0. 3. c. 41. s. 1* such penong 

The ten Comxnissioners, under that Act, for ezaminine and P.re*uo^^S to 

^ sit or vote. 

auditing the public accounts, by 46 G. 3. c. 141. s. 22. 

Surveyor.General of His Majesty's Works, by 54 6. 3. 
c. 157* 8. 2. 

The persons specially excepted in these acts are as follows: Exceptions 

Commissioners of the Treasury, by 5 W. & M. c. 7* s* 57* 

Commissioners of the Land Tax, by 42 6. 3. c. 116. s. 185. 

Members of the Corporation of the Bank of England^ l^ 
5 W. & M. c. 20. s. 13.; 15 O. 2. c. 13. s. 8. 

Treasurer or Comptroller of the Navy, 

Secretaries of the Treasury, 

Secretary to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

Secretaries of the Admiralty, 

Under Secretary to any of the Secretaries of State, 

Deputy Paymaster of. the Army, by 15 6. 2. c. 22. s. 3. 

Master or Worker of the Mint, by 3d G. 3. c. 94. s. 5. 

In the case of offices, it is provided by the 26th sect, of the Member re- 
6th of Anne, c. 7*> that if any person, being chosen a member l^i^t^f ^ 
of the House of Commons, shall accept of any office of profit 
&om the Crown during such time as he shall continue a mem- 
ber, his election shall be void, and a new writ shall issue^ as 
if such person accepting were naturally dead : provided^ 
nevertheless, that such person shall be capable of being again 
elected, as if his place had not become void as aforesaid. 

The possession of an office must be complete in order to Possession, 
disqualify; therefore the election of a member subsequent to 
his resignation of an office^ but btfore the aecepUince of such 
resignation by the proper department, may be considered 
good.^ 

The mere grant of an office in reversion will not disqualify; 
the disqualification arises from the enjoyment. 

Feb. 26, 1710. — Sir John Anstruther, upon the death of 
his father, became entitled to an office in the customs, which 

(1) 2 Dotfg. 3.67 J Lanarkshire, 1776. 

F 
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Pensioos. 



Held by wife. 



Irish act 

Wife having 
pension, 
husband dis- 
qualified. 



had been gnmted to his fiither and hk heirs male. Befiire he 
accepted the office^ he desired the opinion of the honse^ 
whether the office was of sach a nature as would incapacitate 
him from sitting therein. The house resolved^ that the office 
was within the stat. 12 & 13 W. 3. c 10.; but that Sir. J. 
Anatruther^ not having taken> enjoyed^ or executed the same^ 
was capable of being a member of the house.^ 

Witii r^ard to pensioni from the crown, it is enacted by 
6 Anne, c 7* s. 25., that no person having any pension from 
the crown during pleasure shall be capable of being elected, 
or of sitting or voting, &c. 1 6. 1. s. 2. c. 56. extends that 
act to cases of pensions from the crown for any term or num- 
ber of years. The 2d. sect, of the last-mentioned act further 
enacts, '^ that if any person who shall have Much pension as 
'^ aforesaid (viz. pension for any term or numbw of years), at 
" the time of his being so elected, or at any time after, during 
" such time as he shall continue to be a member of the House 
'' of Commons, shall presume to sit or vote in that house, 
" then in such case he shall forfeit 20/. for every day he shall 
" so sit or vote." But by the 6th of Ann. c. 7* s. 29. it is 
enacted, that if any person thereby disabled or rendered in- 
capable of being elected, shall presume to sit or vote as a 
member of the House of Commons, such person, so sitting or 
voting, shall forfeit 500/. So that if a person haVing a pul- 
sion for term of years should, notwithstanding, procure him- 
self to be elected, he would beliable to pay 20/. a day for 

every day he sat in the house ; but a pensioner for life so of- 

fiBuding would forfeit 500/., though he sat but one day.^ 
The possession of a pension by the wife of a candidate does 

not disqualify him from being elected.' 

By the Irish Act, 33 G. 3. c. 41. s. 1., pensioners during 

pleasure, and for terms of years, are in like manner disabled. 

That Act, ako, expressly disqualifies any person whose wife 

shaU have any pension from the crown during pleasure, or for 

a term of years. 

By the Act of Union, 41 G. 3. c. 52, it is enacted, that 



(1) 1 Roe, 209. (2) lUg. 67. (1/) Ueadmg, C. & D. 114. 
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nothing in this act shall be ooostnied to enable penoBs^ here* PcniiMt. 
tofore disabled by any act of parliament of Ghreat Britain from ' 

sitting and voting in the House of Commons of Great Britain, 
to sit and vote in the House of Commons of the United 
Kingdom for any place in Ireland; nor to enable persons^ 
heretofore dUabled by any acts of the parliament of Ireland 
from sitting and voting in the House of Commons of Ireland, 
to sit and vote in the House of Commons of the United 

* 

Kingdom for any place in Great Britain.^ 

^ Any person who shall, directly or indirectly, himself, or by 
any one in trust for him, or for his use or benefit, or on his 
account, undertake, execute, hold, or enjoy, in the whole or 
in "p^H, any contract, agreement, or commission made or en* 
tered into with, under, or from the Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treasury, Navy, or Victualling Office, or with the 
Master^General or Board of Ordnance, or with any one or 
more of such commissioners, or with any other persons what- 
soever, for or on account of the public service; or shall know- 
ingly and willingly furnish or provide, in pursuance of any 
sudi agreement, contract, or commission, which he or they 
shall have made or entered into as aforesaid, any money to be 
remitted abroad, or any wares or merchandize to be used or 
empl<^ed in the service of the public, shall be incapable of 
being elected, or of sitting or voting as a member of the 

(1) It appears, by the report of the aboye caie, that the Irish Act, 33 
G. 3. c. 41. s. 1., was cited to the committee ; and that it was staled that, 
since the Union, the qualifications required in England and Ireland were 
the same ; but the decision shows that the argument was disregarded : it 
is difficult, however, to understand upon what ground. It does not admit of 
doubt, it is presumed, that a person disqualified by an English act of par- 
liament, passed before the Union, from being elected for any place in 
England, is now, by the first part of the section of the Act of Union above- 
cited, disqualified from being elected for any place in Ireland, although 
there existed no act of the Irish parliament by which a similar disqualifi- 
cation had been created in Ireland. If so, it seems to follow, that a 
disqualification, existing only in Ireland previously to the Union, is since 
the Union extended to England, by the second part of the above section. — 
%. 58. 

(2) 22 G. 3. c. 45. s. 1. 
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Conlncton. House of Commons^ dnring the time he shall execate> hold^ or 
enjoj any such contract^ &€., or any share' thereof, or any be- 
nefit or emolument arising from the same. 
Membtn be* Any person being a member, who shall enter into such con- 
UDuinf to b«r* tract, or, having entered into it, shall continue to hold it, ' his 
their Mtutoid. seat shall be void.^ 

Not to extend But it does not extend to contracts, &c. by any incorporated 
comptniM. trading company, nor to any company then existing,'cohsisting 
of more than ten persons, where the contract shall: be made 
ibr the general benefit of the company .^ 
Ireltnd. The same exception is made in the Irish Act.' 

Not to **»*«• Nor does it extend to any person on whom the completion 
to contrtct for ^^ ^^7 contract shall devolve by operation of law, until twelve 
twelve monthi calendar months after he shall have been in possesion of the 
preTioue. game.* 

Condition in Public contracts to contain a condition that no niember of 
every contract. ^^ Uoase of Commons shaU have any share therein.* 
Flour com- '^^ ^tat. 39 and 40 G. 3. c. 97-> which incorporates the 

p^ny. Lgndon Flour CompiEiny, enacts, by s. 27*^ that no person who 

shall be a member or manager, or other officer of the said com. 

pany, shall, for that cause only, be disabled from being a 

member of parliament. 

Muter of ^^ ^® ^^^* ^^ ^- ^- ^* ^^* s* ^'> reciting that the cove- 

^int* nants in the indenture usually made between His Majesty 

and the Master or Worker of the Mint are not within the na^ 
ture of a contract, coming within the meaning and intention 
of the above statute of the 22 G. 3. c. 45., enacts, " that 
^^ nothing in that Act shall extend, or be construed to extend, 
" to the person holding such office." 

It has been held that an army clothier, who contracts with 
the colonel of a regiment to fiimish it with clothing, is not a 
contractor within the meaning of the Act, nor liable to be 
sued for the penalties given by it, and consequently not in- 
capacitated fro^l being elected as a member to serve in par- 
liament ; and it was added by Richardson J. : " If it could 
^' be considered that Gen. Nichols (the colonel of the regi- 

(1) Sect. 2. (2) Sect. 3. (3) Sect. 6. (4) Sect. 16. 
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^' xnent) were a contractor with the Oovemment within the 

" meaning of the Act, I should still think that the defendant, 

'* as a suh-cmtractqr, is not liable for the penalties imposed ^^^''' 

" by the statute. The Act can only extend to those mho 

" c€nne in immediate contact with the Government : if it were 

*' otherwise, a hurge proportion of competent persons miist, in 

'^ time of war, be excluded from sitting in parliament."* , 

A member of the House of Commons, declared a bank. Bankruptcy. 

rupt, is incapacitated for the next twelve calendar months 

from sitting or voting in the House, unless within the same 

period the commission shall be superseded, the creditors paid 

to the full amount proved, or (if the debts are disputed) 

the bankrupt shall enter into security to pay the debts, with 

costs.* 

There is nothing in this Act which, goes to incapacitate any 

persons, by reason of bankruptcy, from being elected.^ 

But the Irish Act, 19 and 20 Geo. 3. c. 25. s. 9., which is 

similar to the above, except that it limits the time for the 

commission to be superseded to six months, instead of twelve, 

proceeds to enact, " that any such bankrupt or bankrupts, or 

anif person against whom a commission of bankruptcy shall 

issue, shall from henceforth be rendered incapable of being 

elected to serve in parliament until his or their creditors 

shall be paid or satisfied the frill amount of their several 

debts claimed and proved under the several commissions as 

shall issue against them." It is apprehended that the effect 

of the Act of Union was to introduce a perfect reciprocity, 

and that, as the above Act stands unrepealed, a bankrupt 

is ineligible in England by the Irish Act, the' operation of 

which is communicated to Great Britain by the Act of 

Union.* 

A man attainted of treason or felony is disqualified.* Attainted of 

• •> *. ■ ■ treason or 

The being indicted for felony causes no disqualification un- felony, 
til conviction. im"u^ 

There have been instances where the House has deemed Mudemeanon. 

(1) Thompson v. Pearse, 1 Brod. & Bing. ^. Rogera, 60. 

(2) 52 Geo. 3. c. 144. 8.1. (3) Rogers, 61. (4) lb. 
(5) Com. Dig. Parliament. D. 9. 
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peiBons unworthy to sit in parliament^ by reason of offences 

amounting in law only to misdemeanors. 

Mr. W.^ having embezzled money^ was tried and convicted 

of felony ; but received the King's pardon^ by reason of his 

offence not amounting to felony. 

On the 5th of March^ 1812^ he was expelled the House^ as 

having been guilty of a gross frauds and notorious breadi of 

trust (as proved at the said trial) ; therefore unworthy and 

unfit to continue a member of the House of Commons^ 
Outlawry Outlawry, in civil suits, causes no disqualification.^ 

Mii^^t Imprisonment for a oontempt has been holden to create no 
for contempt, disqualification. 
In execution. Persons being in prison, in execution for debt, at the time 

of the election, were formerly considered to be disqualified. 

The practice of the House has, however, since established a 

contrary doctrine.' 
Expulsion by It has been made a question, whether a vote of eiqpnlsion 
the House. ^jj^ ^j^^ House of Commons disqualifies. 

In the case of King's Lynn, 6th March, 171 1^ Mr. Walpole> 
having been expelled, was' again returned. The House re- 
solved that he was incapable of serving in that parliament, 
and ordered a new writ. 

In the case of Middlesex, 1769, the proceedings were as 
follow : — 

3d February. — Mr. Wilkes was expelled for being the au- 
thor of a lil)el on the House. A new writ was issued, upon 
which he woa re-elected. 

17th February. — Upon this return, the House resolved, 
that inasmuch as he had been, in that session, expelled the 
House, he was incapable of being elected to serve in that 
parliament; that his election was void; and they ordered a 
new writ. 

17th March. Mr. Wilkes having been again elected with- 
out opposition, the House avoided his election, ordering anew 
writ as before. 

(1) 1 Joum. 797. 2 lb. 149. 151. tsd vid$ Com. Dig. ParU D. 9. 
contra. 

(2) 1 Roe, 122. London. 2 Peck. 270. 
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Mr. Wilkes was a third time elected, and returned. Expultion by 

14th April. — Upon this last election and return^ the House ' 

resolved^ that hoth were null and void. 

And oa the 15th April, they resalred that Mr. Luttrell 
ought to have beai returned, he having heen a candidate with 
Mr. Wilkes at the last election. 

29th April, a petition was presented ; on the 8th May it 
was heard ; after the hearing it was resolved, that Mr. Lut. 
trell is duly elected. 

But, on the 3d May, 1782, the House ordered the ahove- 
mentioned vote of the 17th of February to be expunged, as 
unfit to remain on their Journals ; '' being subversive of the 
'^ rights of the whole body of electors of this kingdom." 

But it is not a conviction iot every description of mis- Character, 
demeanor^ though strengthened by infamy of character, which 
win operate as a disqualification. 

Eiist Grinstead, 1 Peek. 335.-^An objection was taken to 
the petitioning candidate's being heard before the committee, 
he having been convicted of a libel against the Government, 
struck off the Roll of Attorneys, and having received judg« 
ment of the pillory. A record of his conviction was put in, 
and the identity of his person proved ; but it appeared that 
the sentence had never' been put in execution. 

The committee determined that the petitioner should pro., 
oeed. 

A disqualification arises on the ground of having been de« Bribery, 
dared guilty of bribery ; so that a candidate who has been 
guilty of bribery at the original election, which has been 
avoided, is incapable of being returned at any election which 
takes place in consequence of such avoidance. This disqua* 
Ufication stood originally upon the ground of the common law ; 
and the statutes that have been passed were intended only to 
give fuller effect to what was before the law of parliament, 
and an inherent principle in the constitution.^ 

So where a sitting member, having been declared guilty of 
bribery, and his return void, became an unsuccessful candidate 

(I) Rog. 64. Hindoo Clifford, 184. Kirkcudbright. 1 Luders, 73. 
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^^ribeiy. at the next elecdan^ and petitioiied ; the committee held that 
he was ineligible.^ 

Treating. Where the sitting member has been dedared guilty of treat- 

ing, he has^ in some cases^ been deemed to be incapacitated ; 
and the words of the stat. of William have been oonstnied to 
disqualify a candidate from filling a Vacancy ocoasioned by his 
own delinquency. ~-7Vbci^)r«?5 13 Jonm. 251. ; 2 Soutkmark, 
and 2 CanUsrhury, Clifford^ 131. and 35?. In the Nofwkk 
cetse, 3 Luders, 445., a committee came to a diffierent deci^ 
sion ; but that case has been much questioned, and its au- 
thority denied in the two later cases of 2d Soutkwark and 2d 
Canterbury^ 

Violation of If any person, either by himself, &c, or by any other per. 

incanacitot ^^' ^^^ ^^® ®' cause to be given, directly or indirectly, or 
promise or agree to give, any sum of money, gifk, or reward, 
to any person, upon any engagement, contract, or agreement, 
that such person to whom, or to whose use, or on whose 
behalf such gift or promise shall be made, shall by himself, 
&c., or by any other person at his, &c solicitation, request, 
or command, procure or endeavour to procure the return of 
any person to serve in parliament, &c, evory person so having 
given, or promised to give, if not returned himself to par- 
liament, shall, for every such offence, &c. forfeit 1000^ and 
every such person so returned, and having so given or pro- 
mised to give, or knowing of or consenting to such promises^ 
upon any such engagement, contract, or agreement, shall. be 
and is disabled and incapacitated to serve in thai parliament 
for such place.' 

Camelfordy G. and D. 239. — At the first election, in June 
1818, Stewart, Allsop, Milbank, Maitland, and others were 
candidates. Milbank and Maitland were returned, and 
Stewart and Allsop petitioned : on prosecution of such peti- 
tion, it was found that there was an equal number of l^al 
votes for the sitting members and petitioners, and the elec- 
tion was accordingly declared void. At the second election, 

« » 

(1) Rog. 65. Houiton 3. Luders, 162. 

(2) Rog. 66. (3) 49 Geo. 3. ch. 118. s. 1. 
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in Aprils 1820^ which was consequent upon the avoidance of 
the first, the four persons ahove mentioned were candidates; 
StewBTt and Allsop were then returned, and Milhank and 
Maitland petitioned. The acts of corruption given in evi- 
dence were previous to and with a view to the first elec- 
tion : the committee declared the election of the sitting 
members to be void, and then came to the following special 
resolution, following up, and in this particular case giving 
effect to, the provisions of the above Act : — Resolved, That 
it appears to this committee, that at the last election for the 
borough of Camelford, John Stewart, Esq., acted in violation 
of the provisions of the statute 49 6. 3. c. 118., and is 
thereby incapacitated to serve in this present parUameht for 
that borough. 

Ambassadors, foreign ministers, and officers in the army. Absence. 
who are abroad at the time of their election, are consi- 
dered, to be eligible.^ 

(1^ Simeon, 51. ; 1 Dongl.241,; 2 Hats. Proc. 22.: tedwU excep- 
tions' as to governors for India, 10 Geo. 4. c. 62. ' 
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CHAPTER VII. 

OP LOST VOTBS. 

Ineligibility of If> &t an election^ one of the candidates be ineligible^ the 
Candidates, yotes given for him are to be considered as not having been 
given at all. 

The following are decisions of committees of the House 
upon this point :— 

Fife. 1 Luders^ 455. — General Skeene was elected. Mr 
Henderson gave notice at the poll^ that General S. was inca- 
pacitated^ by reason of holding the offices of baggage-master 
to the forces^ and inspector of the roads^ and petitioned upon 
these objections. The committee seated Mr. Henderson^ on 
the ground that the novel creation of one of the offices was 
notorious^ and within the statute of Anne. 

Cockermouth, 18 Journ. 673. — The votes were for Sir Wil- 
fred Lawson^ ninety ; for Lord Percy Seymour^ eighty-four. 
The former had been proved at the election to be under 
twenty-one years of age. The House seated Lord Percy 
Seymour.! 

2d Southwark, Cliffi>rd, 130. — The former committee 
having resolved^ ^' That at the last election for the borough of 
" Southwarkj G. W. Thellusson^ Esq.^ did act in violation of 
" the Stat, of the 7th of W. 3. c. 4., whereby he is incapad- 
" tated to serve in parliament upon such election/' and no- 
tice having been given of this resolution^ the petitioner was 
seated with a minority of votes. 
Bribery at the 2d Canterbury, Clifford^ 353. — ^The resolution of the first 
committee merely declared^ that neither of the sitting mem- 
bers was duly elected^ and that the election was void. But 

(1) Also Flintehire. 1 Feck. 526. ; Rog. 198. 
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• 

the second committee found specially^ that the first election laeliffibility of 
was declared void for bribery and corrupt practices only; and • * 

having heard evidence that notice was given^ at the election^ 
of the ineligibility of the sitting members^ on account of bri- 
bery and corruption at the former election ; and that copies 
of the opinions of three counsel^ all stating that the sitting 
members were ineligible^ by reason of the determination of 
that committee^ seated the petitioners with the minority of 
votes.i 

Leominster, 1827* — ^And in the case of a double return^ 
the committee seated Mr. Stephenson with a minority of 
votes^ Mr. Bish being ineligible^ as a contractor. 

But in the case of AbingcUm, 1 Dougl. 419.^ in which no- 
tice was given at the poU^ that Mr. Mayor^ being sheriff of 
the county^ was ineligible^ but was returned by a majority of 
voices^ the committee declared the election void, and did not 
seat his opponent.^ 

Penryn, — C. & D. 65.^Where notice of disqualification of 
a candidate was given to electors, as they came to the poll^ 
the committee did not unseat such candidate^ and substitute 
his opponent having a minority of votes^ but declared the elec* 
tion wotrf.5 

A vote may be thrown away through an error at the time 
of polling.'* 

The Middlesex committee resolved, 2 Peck. 52, " To ad- PolUlerks' 

'^ mit no evidence to correct the poll, showing a different de- 

" scription from that entered by the poU-clerk." 

It would seem that a man, entitled to vote for two candi- Muit vote for 

iii*ii both candidates 

dates, cannot first vote for one and then for the other. ^^ ono^^ 

(1) See Kirkcudbright, 1 Luders, 72. ; Radnorshire case, '\ Peck. 499, 
in notis; the Leominster case, 1 C. & D. 12. 

See also Leominster, C. and D. 1., where one of the candidates having 
refused to take qualification oath, his letoni was declared void, and his <^ 
ponent seated. 

(2) See some excellent observations on this case, Rog. 199, 

(3) Rog. 200. (4) Seaforth case, Simeon. 136. 

(5) 1 Peck. 109., Bridgewater case -y 13 Journ. 90, Bedfordshire case. 
But see Com. Dig. Pari. D. 10. 






CHAPTER VIII. 

OF INTERFERENCE AT ELECTIONS. 

Upon the Union with Ireland^ it was resolved by the 
House of Commons on the 27th of April, 1802: — 

''That it is a high infringement of the liberties and privi- 
legies of the Commons of the United Kingdom^ for any lord 
of parliament to concern himself in the election of members 
to serve for the Commons in parliament. 
A variety of resolutions will be found on the Journals to 
the same effect; but they do not extend beyond a declaration 
of the rights and privileges of the House^ and a censure upon 
those who have attempted to infringe them. 
Ministers. There is a resolution forbidding all interference on the 

part of the servants of the crown : — ^^ That it is highly cri- 
'' minal in any minister or ministers^ or other servants under 
the crown of Great Britain^ directly or indirectly^ to use 
the powers of office in the election of representatives to 
'' serve in parliament ; and an attempt at such influence 
'''will at all times be resented by this House^ as aimed at 
its own honour^ dignity^ and independency^ as an infringe- 
ment of the dearest rights of every subject throughout the 
empire^ and tending to sap the basis of this free and happy 
" constitution."* 
BytheMilitaiy. The House of Commons resolved^ " That all elections of 
'f any knight^ citizen^ or burgess to serve in parliament be 
" made without interruption or molestation by any com- 
" mander^ governor, officer, or soldier."^ 

(1) Joum. 607.-DCC. 1779. (2) 17 Nov. 1645. 4 Journ. 346. 
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And again^ — ^^'That the presence of a r^olar bod j of 
soldiers at an election of members to serve in parliament; 
is /a bigh infringement of the liberties of the subject^ a 
manifest violation of the freedom of elections^ and an open 
defiance of the laws and constitution of this kingdom."^ 
'* That when and as often as any election of any peer or 
peers to represent the peers of- Scotland in parliament, or 
of any member or members to serve in parliament, shall 
be appointed to be made, the secretary at war for the time 
being, or in case there shall be no secretary at war, then 
such person who shall officiate in the place of the secretary 
at war, shall, and is hereby required, at some convenient 
time before the day appointed for such election, to issue ' 
and send forth proper orders in writing for the removal of 
'^ every such regiment, troop, or company, or other number 
^' of soldiers, as shall be quart^ed or billetted in any such 
dty, borough, town, or place, one day at the least before 
the day appointed for such election, to the distance of two To be removed 
or more miles from such city, borough, town, or place, and eJ^^od* "*™ 
not to make any nearer approach to such city, borough, 
town, or place as aforesaid, until one day at the least after 
the poll to be taken at such election shall be ended, and 
the poll-books closed.^ 

'^ That in case the secretary at war for the time being, or Upon convic- 
such person who shall officiate in the place of the secretary gJ^creUnTat*^ ' 
at war, shall neglect or omit to issue or send forth such or. war or deputy 
" ders as aforesaid, according to the true intent and meaning chaived!* 
" of this Act, and shall be thereof lawfully convicted, upon 
*' BXLj indictment to be preferred at the next assizes or ses- 
'^ sions of oyer and terminer, to be held for the county where 
'^ such offence shall be committed, or an information to be 
<^ exhibited in the Court of King's Bench, within six months 
^^ after such offence committed, such secretary at war, or 
" person who shall officiate in the place of the secretary at 
" war, shall for such offence be discharged from their said 
'^ repective offices, and shall from thenceforth be utterly dis- 

(1) 24 Journ. 37. 22 Dec. 1741. (2) 8 Geo. 2. ch. 30. 
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'' aUed, and made incapaihle to hold any office or employiBCiit^ 
'^ civil or military^ in His Majesty's service."^ 
Not to extend " But this Act does not extend to any castle, fort> or forti- 
to garnson ^ £g^ place where any garrison h usually kept, for or in re- 
spect of such number of troops or soldiers only whereof sud 
garrison is composed."* 
nor to soldiers '^ N(w does it extend to any officer or soldier who shall 

having right to t< jj^ve a risht to vote at any sudi election as aforesaid ; but 
vote* " , 

'^ that every such officer and soldier may freely, and without 

^' interruption, attend and give his vote at such ekctioii ; 
'' any thing hereinbefore contained to the contrary thereof 
^' notwithstanding."' 

The secretary at war, or perscm officiating for him, is not 
liable to any forfeiture or incapacity for not sending such 
order upon any election upon a vacancy, unless notice be 
sent to him by the officer making out the new writ for such 
Section. 

And all interference is strictly prohibited on the part of 
officers of excise, customs, and po6t4>ffioe.^ 
By those in the Also officers employed in the collecting, managing, &c., the 
employ of the duties upon soap, and paper made or imported, and upon 
chequered and sfriped linens imported, and upon certain 
silks, calicoes, linens, and stuffs, and upon several kinds of 
stamped vellum, parchment, and paper, and upon certain 
printed papers and pamphlets, and advertisements, and for 
licadsing an additional number of hackney chairs, and for 
chai^ng certain stocks of cards and dice, for stamped duties 
by licences for marriages granted by that Act, " and every 
" officer or other person offending therein shall forfeit the sum 
" of 1001., to be recovered in the mode pointed out in the 
*^ Act ; and every person convicty on any suck suit, of the 
said offence, shall thereby become disabled and incapable 
of ever bearing or executing any office or place concerning 
or relating to the duty of excise, or any other office or 






(1) Sect. 2. (2) Sect. 3. (3) Sect. 4. 

(4) 5 W. and M. c. 20. s. 48. 12 and 13 W, 3. ch. 91. 9 Anne, ch. 10. 
s. 44. 9 Anne, ch. 11. s. 49. 
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*' place of trust whatsoever under their Majesties^ their heirs 
'* or successors."^ 

Where the proceedings at the poll have been interrupted ^^oIm. 
by riots ; or where^ after the poll has ended^ the returning 
ofEicer makes a return under compulsion^ the House of Com. 
mons have declared such election and return void. 

No man by force of arms^ nor by malice nor menacing^ shall 
disturb any to make free election.^ 

But^ unless the proceedings were actually interrupted^ a riot 
will not affect the event of an election.' 

A petition contained an allegation^ that some person or Arrest of can- 
persons had caused him to be arrested^ in order to prevent ^*^^^* 
him from attending personally at the hustings, and other- 
wise exerting himself in bringing up the liverymen. The 
petitioner foiled in showing that his arrest during the election 
was either malicious^ unfounded^ or procured by any person 
interested in opposing his success ; but rested his case upon 
the privilege supposed to belong to every candidate during 
an election^ to go to and return from the hustings without 
arrest by civil process. The petition was resolved to be fri- 
volous and vexatious.^ 

(1) 10 Anne, ch. 19. s. 18^2. (2) 3 £dw. 1. ch. 5. 

(3) The elections for Pontefract, 28th May 1624 ; Southwark, 10th De- 
cember 1702 ; Coventry, 6th February 1706 ; Westminster, 6th November 
1722 ; Coventry, 20th November 1722, and 22d March, 1736; Westmin- 
ster, 22d December 1741 ; Pontefract, 24th November 1768 ; were avoided 
on the ground of riots. See also Morpeth, 1 Douglas, 147, and Pontefract, 
227, and Knaresborough, 2 Peck. 382. (4) London, 2 Peck. 268. 
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Bribery at electabns of members of parliament is a crime 
by the common law of Scotland.^ 
Definition of A voter is said to be bribed^ . if he '' shall ask^ receive, or 
bribery. »^ take any money or other reward, by way of gift, loan, or 

other device; or agree or contract for any moneys ^ft, 

office, or emplo3rment, or other reward whatsoever, to give 
** his vote, or to refuse or forbear to give his vote.'"^ 

The penalties inflicted by the 2 6. 2. c 24., may be re- 
covered, either by a summary action or complaint in the 
Court of Session, or by a prosecution in the Court of Jus- 
ticiary; and the proceedings must be conducted according to 
the usual forms of that court in which they are instituted, 
so that if they are brought in the Court of Session, the 
accused will not be entitled to insist that a list of witnesses 
and of writings to be used against him, should have been 
exhibited with the complaint.' 

The period within which the prosecution must be com- 
* menced is two years from the time of incurring the penalty, 
and the process must be served upon the accused within such 
period.* 

It was found, however, that 2 6. 2. c. 24., was insufficient 
to meet certain cases of bribery ; it was, therefore, enacted, 
that if any person give, or promise or agree to give, any sum 

(1) Conn. 291. (2) Stat. 2 G. 2. ch. 24. 

(3) Irwin, v. Adam, July 176. Wight, 275. Conn. 289. 

(4) 2 O. 4. c. 24. s. 11. Conn. 289. 
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of monej, gift, or reward to any person, upon any engage. By Statute. 

ment^ contract, or agreement that such person to whom, to 

whoBe use, or on whose hehalf, such gift or promise is made, 
shall procure the return of any person to serve in parliament 
for any, &c., every person so having given or promised to give, 
if not returned for any such, &c., shall, for every such gift 
or promise^ forfeit the sum of 1,000/. ; and every such person 
returned shall be, and is hereby declared and enacted to be 
disabled and incapacitated to serve in that parliament for 
such, &c. ; and the person receiving shall forfeit to His Ma. 
jesty the amount of such sum, &c., over and above the sum 
of 500/.' 

But this does not extend to any money paid or agreed 
to be paid for any legal expence bon&Jide incurred at an 
election.' 

If, however, any office, place, or employment be promised 
or given to any person, upon any express contract or agree- 
ment, that such person, on whose behalf the promise or gift 
was made, with the View of procuring the return of any per- 
son to serve in parliament, the person- so returned, upon any 
such express contract or i^eement, is disabled and incapaci- 
tated to serve in that parliament for such, &c., and is deemed 
to be no member of parliament ; and the person who receives 
or accepts of any such office, &c., forfeits the same, &c., and 
becomes incapacitated for holding the same, and forfeits 500/. ; 
and any person holding an office under His Majesty, who 
shall give such office, &c., forfeits 1000/.^ 

The cases in which the question of bribery has* arisen have . 
been such as the following : — 

Payment of travelling expences, and for loss of time. 

Money given two years previous to an election. 

Money given after, there being no previous promise. 

Wager between two voters, how far bribery. 

Lord Mahon, in 1784, brought in a bill to prevent bribery. Travelling ex- 
by paying electors for travelling expences and loss of time. It p^^ces, and 

(1) lb. 49 G. 3. c. 118. (-2) lb. s. 2. (3) lb. s. 8. 

G 
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By Siatais. paned the Coauooiis, with a dsose aHowing real expeoees, 
] provided the money never omie into the Toter^s hands. Bat 

when it came into the Lords, Lord Mansfield, in opposing it> 
said, that this pronsioa was liable to great abuse, and that 
the laws in being were fdllj adequate to the punishment of 
all coloorahle and erasiTe means of oorruption.^ 

Previous to this, the legality of the payment of these ex* 
penoes had become a question before the Worcester Com- 
. mittee, 3 Dougl. 239. ; and though no dedsive opinion was. 
given, yet it was understood they intimated that such pay- 
ments were not OGorrupt : but Lord Mansfield, in the same 
speech, adverting to this supposed decision, said, '^ I have 
*' heard of a committee of the House of Commons, that has 
'' allowed conduct of this sort to pass unoenaired; but, ii any 
" such decision has been made, it is clearly illegal." 

Li the Ipswich case, in the next year, the voters were 
much overpaid for expences and loss of time, and many cases 
of direct bribery proved ; so that, though the election was 
avoided, it cannot be considered as laying down any distinct 
principle.' 
Money given Wbere money waa given to the electors, about two years 
before election ^^'^'^ ^® election, a dissolution being expected, evidence 
being produced that the money so given misured the return 
of the sitting members ; yet, as there was no proof to con. 
nect the sitting mem^iers with the transaction, the committee 
determined the sitting members duly elected. From which, 
Mr. Luders observes, ''the committee must have been of 
opinion, either that the distribution of money was not bri- 
bery, or not such as to affect the election two years after, 
wards ; or that the proof did not sufficiently connect |he 
sitting members with the transaction."' 
Where it was stated, that a very public distribution of 
money could be proved among the voters for the sitting mem- 
bers, after the election ; yet as thero was no proof, either of 
money being given, or promises of mmiey being made by 

(1) I Luders, 21. 

(2) lb. 1 Peck. 401. ; 1 Peck. 434. i 1 Peck. 91. ; 2 Peck. 178. 

(3) Ilchester case, 1 Luders, 465. 
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Aexsky preTioiis to or during the elecdon^ the committee 
seemed to think sueh evidence would not affect the seats.' 

The same decision in a case^ where one of the sitting mem^ 
bera' committee, immediately after the election, in the pre- 
sence of the sitting members, told the voters that they might 
receive half*a-guinea each in lieu of a dinner. This could 
not be connected with a prior promise.^ 

It may be useful to show in this place two modem de« 
cisions of the Ckmrt of King's Bench in England, arising out 
of these statutes. 

In an action of debt for penalties (Lwd Huntingtower v. 
Gkodiner), under 2 G. 3. c 24. s. 7v ^^ bribery at an election, 
it was proved at the trial that, after the election, the defend, 
ant received the sum «f 30/. for having voted for S. L. and 
Sir J. C. ; but no evidence whatever was given of a pre. 
existing agreement^ and. the jury, by their verdict, n^atived 
any previous agreement. When the case came before the 
Court of King's Bench, that court held that such a payment 
was not within the Act; and Kolroyd, J., said, '^The words 
" of the Act are evidently prospective, and must be oon« 
'* strued, as if they had been ' in order to give,' or ' in order 

to forbear to give :' the section provides not only for re. 

oeiving a reward, but for making an agreement for the re. 

ceipt of money, although it be not paid till after the 

electimi, but the words of the Act do not go beyond that ; 

we cannot; there&re, infer that a voluntary payment, after 
'' the election, comes within their meaning." ' 

As to the effect of bribery by an agent — 

Felton v. Easthope, not reported, K. B. Sittings after 
1822. Trin. This was an action for penaMes for bribery ; 
the agent by whom the acts of bribery were committed being 
the principal witness. Abbott, C. J., told the jury, that ^^ it 

was perfectly true, if an agent who may be employed for 

various purposes to canvass. Sec, does, without the know- 
'' lec^, privity, or ^approbation of the principal, promise a 

(1) Sudbury, 2 Dougl. 137. (2) Cirencester, 1 Peck. 466. 

(3) 1 B. & C, 297. 
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Bribery by '' sum of money^ the principal is not liable to be sned under 
l^ll " ^^^ -^^ ^^' ^^® penalty. No perscm is liable to be saed 
for that penalty^ unless that which was improperly done 
was done by his authority. If an agent bribes roters^ with 
or without the knowledge and direction of the principal^ it 
will void the election : the principal is to that extent liable, 
but not so in an action of this sort. It must be proved 
to be done with the knowledge and authority of the prin. 
dpal." The verdict was for the defendant.^ 
But now, by a resolution of the House, dated August 9, 
1832, all persons who will question any future return of 
members to serve in parliament, upcm any allegation of 
bribery or corruption, and who shall in their petition speci- 
fically allege any payment of money, or other reward, to have 
been made by any member, or on his account, or with his 
privity, since the time of such return, in pursuance or in 
furtherance of such bribery or corruption, may question the 
same at any time within twent^^ight days after the date of 
such payment; or if this house be not sitting at the expiration 
of the said twenty-eight days, then within fourteen days 
after the day when the house shall next meet. 

Trbatino. 

Treating. With respect to treating, it is oiaeted. That no person to 

be elected to serve in parliament, after the teste of the writ 
of summons, shall, before his election, &c., " directly or in- 
directly, give, present, or allow to any person or persons 
having voice or vote at such election, any money, meat, 
drink, entertainment, or provision, or make any present, 
gift, reward, or entertainment, or shall at any time here- 
'' after make any promise, agreement, obligation, or engage- 
ment to give or allow any money, meat, drink, provision, 
present, reward, or entertainment, to or for any such person 
or persons in particular, or to any such county, &c., or to 
or for the use, benefit, employment, profit, or preferment 

(1) Rog,22l. 
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'* of any such person or pers<mfl^ place or places, in order to Xreatiag. 
*^ be elected, or for being elected, to serve in parliament for 
such county, &c« 

Every person or persons so giving, &c., shall be disabled 
and incapacitated, upon such election, to serve in parlia- 
ment for such county, &c., and shall be deemed and taken 
to be no member of parliament, and shall not sit, act, or 
vote, or have any place in parliament, but shall be, to all 
intents and purposes, as if they had never been returned or 
'' elected members for the parliament."^ 

Although the statute from which we have just quoted was 
passed previously to the Union with Scotland, yet its provi- 
sions operate as law in that part of the United Kingdom^ 
under the 6 Anne, eh. 7« s. 30. 

In the cases under-mentioned,^ in which voters were treated 
with refreshments by the orders and with the privity of the 
persons returned, the elections were avoided. 

Where, however, an active supporter of the sitting mem- 
bers had distributed the following tickets : — 

'^ The bearer, A. B., is to have such refreshment as he 
thinks proper, to the value of two gallons of ale, at the 
C. D. public-house. — J. Fletcher" and it did not appear 
that the refreshments were ordered by the members, and that 
they were to be paid for by Fletcher, the landlord stating 
that he had no expectation of being paid by either of the 
members, the committee held the sitting members to be duly 
elected.' 

In order to limit, in some further degree, the expences of Useof cockades 
elections, and to check corrupt practices, it is enacted, ^^ That ^^^ ^ ^' 
** no person to be hereafter elected to serve in parliament 
^* shall, after the teste of the writ of summons, or after 
such place becomes vticatU in time of parliament before his 
election^ by himself or his agent, directly or indirectly, give 
or allow to any person, having a vote at such election, or 

(1) 7 and 8 W. c. 4. sectiona 1, 2. 

(2) Southwark. Clifford, 25. Middlesex. 2 Peck. 68. 

(3) Chester. C. & D. 68. 
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Useofcockadet ^* to any inhabitant of the county^ city, town^ borougbj port^ 

ao n an s, ^^ ^^ place, ajay cockade, riband, or other mark of distinction^" 

under a penalty, by sect. 3., of ten pounds for every offence^ 

to be recovered by any perton suing for the same by action o£ 

debt, bill, plaint, or information.^ 



(1)7 and 8 G. 4. c. 37. s. 3. This clause is singularly woided,. and 
might, in many cases that could be sug^sted, be very difficult of applica- 
tion. It was strongly opposed in the House of Commons, and eventually 
carried by a small majority. — Rog, 223. 



CHAPTE X. 

ON ELECTION PETITIONS.* 

The laws relating to election petitions Have been repealed^ Election 
and their provisions amended and consolidated^ by 9 G. 4. ^ ^'°°* ' 
c. 22. 

The judicature by which petitions upon election matters 
are tried^ is a committee chosen by ballot from the house ac 
cording to the regulations contained in the before-mentioned 
statute^ and they are required to report their decision to the 
House. 

The following are the different sorts of petitions referred 
to a select committee : 

Ist. A petition complaining of an undue election of a 
member or members. 

2nd. Of an undue return. 

3rd. That no return has been made to the writ in due 
time. 

4th. Complaining that the return is not according to the 
requisition of the writ ; or complaining of the special matters 
contained in it.^ 

These may be subscribed by any person claiming to have 
had a right to vote at the election, or to have been returned, 
or alleging himself to have been a candidate.^ 

* In compiling this chapter I have been principally indebted to Mr. 
Shepherd's '* Snmmary " of election lawf , &Ci*-*a work which doei him 
much credit, and allows great powers of condensation. 

(1) 9 G. 4. c. 22. s. 2. (2) lb. ss. 51. 53.-^hep. 87. 



88 



petitions. 



Renewed 
petitions. 



ON SLBCTION PETITIONS. 

A peUtian may be also presented by one ekdmuig a right 
to Yote, but it is not referred to a committee, vis., a petition 
to be admitted as a party to defend such return, or oppose 
the prayar of such petitioii;^ or in the room of a ^tting 
member, or one returned upon a double return, who declines 
defendii^ his election or return, or is prevented doing so by 
death, advancement to the peerage, or his seat being declared 
vacant.^ 

' In the case of a petition presented to the house, but not 
taken into consideration during the same session, a renewed 
petition, which must contain no new all^ation, and not be 
signed by other parties than those who signed the first (though 
it need not be signed by all of them),' ^ould be presented 
the next and every subsequent session till it is disposed of, 
and within fourteen days from the commencement of the 
session.^ 

Renewed petitions* delivered in together will be read in the 
order in which they were directed for consideration in the last 
session,^ 

Irregularity in the new petition may be taken advantage (^ 
before the committee, though it has passed the notice of the 
House.^ 



The Presenting of Petitions. 



The Time for Presenting Petitions. 

It is requisite the petition should be presented to the 
House by a member, within the time limited by the House ; 
by an order passed at the beginning of every session, petitions 
against undue elections or returns, upon the omission of a 
return, or an insufficient one, must be presented within four- 
teen days from the order, or within fourteen days after a new 
return shall be brought bxJ 

(1) 9G. 4. c. 22. 8. 10. * 

(2) lb. ss. 11, 12. (3) 3 Doug. Prof. ix. Midfaunt, 2 Peek. 146. d. 
(4) 28 G. 3. c. 52. s. 5 — 34 G. 3. c. 83. (5) Shep. 89. 

(6) Honiton, 3 Lud. 143. (7) Journ. Nov. 23. 1802. 1 Peck, xxvii. 



ON ELBCTION PETITIONS. 89 

If the fourteen days expire during recess^ petitions against Pntenttng 
undue elections and returns will be received by the House on ^ 
the first day of its next sitting.^ 

The House inrariably refuses to infringe upon the goieral 
rule^ \rhere the limited time expires during its sitting.* 

In the case of a petition questioning the return on the 
groond. of bribery subsequent thereto^ it may be presented at 
any time within twenty-eight days after the commission of 
the Act of bribery^ or if the house be not sitting at the ex- 
piration of the said twenty-eight days^ then within fourteen 
days after the next meeting of the House.' 

A petition to be admitted as a party to defend a return^ or 
to oppose the prayer of a petition^ must be presented within 
fourteen days after the presentment of the petition it op- 
poses. 

A petition to be admitted as a party in the room of the 
sitting member^ or one returned upon a double return^ who 
declines defending his election or return^ or is prevented doing 
so by deaths advancement to the peerage^ or his seat being 
declared vacant^ must be. presented within thirty days after 
the day on which notice of either of those events has been 
inserted (as prescribed by statute) by order of the speaker^ in 
the London Gazette ; such original petition beings for that 
purpose^ adjourned^ that thirty days at least may intervene ' 
between the notice and the day for taking such original peti- 
tion into consideration.^ 

Whatever votes are intended to be objected to on the trial 
of the petition^ a list of them must be delivered to the House 
a certain number of days before the time appointed for hear- 
ing the petition.^ 

Recogkizangb must be given. 

In case of petitions complaining of undue election or re- Recognizance, 
turn — ^that the r^urn was not made in proper time— or ac- 

(1) 1 Doag. 83. n. 1 Peck, xxviii. (2) 1 Doug. 84. 1 Peck, xxviii. 

(3) Resolution of the House, 9 Aug. 1832. 

(4) 9 G. 4. c. 22. ss. 11, 12. Shop. 91. (5) 9 G. 4. c. 22. s. 14. 
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lleeognuance. cording to the requiaition of the writ^ &e,, the sabaeriber of 
petition must, within fourteen days after its presentatiAnj. or 
a further time to be limited by the house, enter into a reeog- 
nisance in 1000/., with two sureties in MOL, or four in 250L, 
for the payment of costs, &c., to witnesses, &e., and ior 
complying with conditions also mentioned in the act 9 6. 4. 
c 22. If reoognixance be not giyen, the speaker reports it 
to the House, when the order for taking the petition into 
consideration is discharged, unless the House sees special 
cause to enlarge the time. 

No petition will be consideied until the speaker shall have 
received recngnimnce. 

The time for entering into recognizance cannot be enlarged 
more than once, or for any number of days exceeding, thirty, 
nor the name of a surety changed more than once.^ 

The derk of the House must be furnished with the names 
of the sureties, the day, or day afiter, the petition is pre- 
sented.^ 

Two of certain officers mentioned in the act will be ^i- 
pointed by the speaker to examine the sufficiency of sureties, 
and recognizances must be entered into before him.^ 

In the cases of recognizances to be entered into, by any 
person having presented a petition comphdning of an undue 
election, or return, or of the omission of a. return, or of the 
insufficiency of a return, it is required, by an order of 
the House (1789), that the examiners qf sureties should 
attend (for the porpoee of exalI>inil^; the sufficiency of any 
surety or sureties named in recognizance) in one of the com* 
mittee rooms, on application made by petitioner, or his agent, 
to the derk of the House; and petitioner is to give due notice 
of the time and place of intended examination, together with 
names, additions, and places of abode, of sureties, to the 
sitting member or agent, and to every other person to 
whom the speaker shall have given notice, or his known 
agent, to attend at the time when the^f^tition is ordered 
to be taken into consideration. 

(1) 9 G. 4. c. 22. s. 5. (2; lb. s. 6. (3) lb. c. 22. s. 7. 
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The notdee referred to is a two days' notioej and the Committeos. 
service of it must be verified by affidavit. 

Where parties or their sureties reside more than forty 
miles from London, their recognizances may be entered into 
before a magistrate, and the examiners may decide upon 
their sufficiency by affidavit.^ 

Futher time may be procured by petition for entering into 
recognisance if no negligence or default appear on the part 
of the petitioner. 

Petition may be withdrawn if circumstances have occurred WithdrawiDg 
since it was presented, the same being verified by affidavit.^ petition. 

ThK COICSIDERATION OF PETITIONS. APPOINTMENT OF 

Committees. 

When a petition is presented, a day and an hour are Committees, 
appointed for taking it into consideration ; notice of which is 
to be forthwith given in writing by the ^' speaker to the pe- 
" titioners, sitting members, and to any parties who have 
petitioned to be permitted to defend the election or return" 
(in the case of undue elections or returns), and to the peti- 
tioners, and to the returning officer or officers by whom such 
return ought to have been made, or shall have been made (in 
the case of insufficient or no return), accompanied by an 
order to attend the house at the time appointed, by them- 
selves, counsel, or agent.^ * 

The time for considering petition may be altered, giving 
the parties like notice of alteration.* 

In the case of a petition of appeal against a report of a 
select committee, the time appointed for taking it into con- 
sideration must be within twenty-one sitting days after the 
expiration of the six months from the report of the committee, 
or in case of a dissolution or adjournment within twenty-one 
days after fourteen jjays from the meeting of parliament, but 
so that fourteen days at least intervene between the day of 
making the order, and the day for considering the petition. 

(1) lb. s. 8. (2) lb. s. 9. (3) lb. s. 2. (4) lb. s. 3. 
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Committees. Notice of the time appointed^ or if altered^ of its altera- 

" tion, must be sent to the parties^ as in other petitions : and 

notice of the day and hour be inserted in the Gaxette by order 
of the speaker, and sent to the sheriff or returning officer^ 
who affixes a copy thereof to the door of the county or 
town hall, or parish church nearest the place of election.^ 
The proceedings in the appointment of a select committee to 
try the petition of appeal, and also the rules and regulatmns 
in the trial, are the same as for the trial of. other petitions, 
except that no member of the original committee, whose 
determination is called in question by the petition of appeal, 
shall serve upon this committee.^ 

There must be one hundred members present at the time 
appointed for taking the petition^into consideration.^ 

If one hundred members are present, thirty-three members 
are selected by ballot,^ which number is afterwards, upon the 
parties withdrawing from the house, reduced to eleven, each 
party striking off one alternately.^ 

Successive lists of thirty-three may be formed, where there 
is more than one petition to consider on the same day, but 
so as not to form more than one of such committees unless 
one hundred and twenty members were present oa counting 
the house, nor more than two such committees unless one 
hundred and eighty members were present, nor more than 
three such committees unless two hundred and forty members 
were present.^ 

Voters, petitioners, members, against whom petitions are 
presented, and those whose returns have not been brought 
in, are disqualified from serving on the committee, and their 
names, if drawn, are set aside.? 

Members are excused from serving on committees if sixty 
years old, or if they have served on a select committee in the 
same session, unless the number of those who have not served 
is insufficient to form a committee.^ 

(1) lb. ss. 51, 52. (2) lb. ss. 54, 55. Shep. 91. (3) lb. s. 17. 
(4) lb. 8. 18. (5) lb. 8. 30. (6) lb. ss. 19, 20. 
(7) lb. 8. 21. . (8) lb. 88. 22, 23. 
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The House Tvill admit other excuses if sufficient ;^ but an Committees, 
excuse specially applying to one petition only shall not 
exempt the member from being redrawn.^ 

If the returning officer attends the house in consequence 
of the regular notice^ and more petitions than one are pre- 
sented on distinct interests or different grounds^ the House 
shall determine whether he is entitled to reduce the list with 
the petitioner; or^ if he does not appear^ th^ may authorise 
some one to appear for him^ and join in the reduction.^ 

Where there are more than two parties in distinct interests 
the list of 33 is reduced by each party alternately striking off 
one till eleven remain^ 

Ity at the day and time appointed^ no party appears to op- 
pose the petition^ the derk of the House and the petitioner 
reduce the list to eleven.^ 

In case the petitioner does not appear at the time fixed by 
the House for taking the petition into consideration he is 
liable under his recognizance for all costs incurred.^ 

The eleven members so selected are to be sworn at the 
table ; until then they are not legally appointed. 

They usually meet immediately to elect their chairman 
and adjourn to the following day J 

In the election of chairman the member first drawn has a 
easting voice ; so in the election of a new chairman.^ 



Bbfobb the Gomhittke. 

The derk keads the petition.9 Trial of ^ti- 

If there be a double return^ the resolution of the House^ ^^^^' 
directing the counsel of the person first named in the return^ 
or whose return shall be immediately annexed to the writ^ to 
proceed in the first instance, is then read.i<> 



(1) lb. ». 26. (2) lb. s. 26. (3) lb. s. 36. (4) lb. s. 33. 
(5) lb. ss. 34, 35. (6) lb. s. 5. (7) Orme, 355. 
(8) 9 G. 4. c. 22. %, 37. (9) January 16, 1735, 36. 
(10) March, 1727—28. 
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Trial of peti« 
tions. 

Preliminary 
objections. 



If there be two peraona dfliming to be retnming officers^ 
the resolution of the Hooae relating thereto, if any, is read«^ 

Before the case of the petitioner is opened, &cts extriiuic 
to the matter of the petition, whether apparent upon the fisce 
of it or not, may be adyaneed on the other side as pgelimjnary 
objections to the petitioner's right of-proeeeding in his case. 

These objections relate either to the forms of presenting 
and signing the petition, or to the ri^t of the vofeer or can- 
didate to subscribe it, or to the capadt j of the latter to sit. - 

Thus, where a petition was referred to the select com- 
mittee as a renewed petition, the sitting mendber was allowed 
to go into eyidence of irregularity in signing or presenting 
the second petition. The evidence howeyer fedled.^ 

Where the petitioning elector described himself '' a free- 
holder of the county of Carmarthen," a prdliminary objeetiao 
to this description, as not being within the words of the 
statute 28 G. 3. c. 52., was argued before the cuminittee, but 
over-ruled. A second objection was also u^ed, that having 
received a bribe he was inoompetent to vote at the election, 
and had thereby lost his right to petition; this also failed.^ 

Proof being received that one of the petitioners was not a 
freeholder, and that the others had voted £ar the candidate 
against whom they petiticmed, they were not suffered to |H'o- 
ceed.^ A preliminary objecticm was made, that the peti- 
tioner, having been convicted of a libel, was disqualified, 
but it was over.ruled.^ 

Where the sitting member withdraws himself from befbre 
the committee ; and waves his pretensions to retain his seat : 
— ^in such cases the committee have varied in their mode of 
proceeding.; in some instances immediately declaring the pe- 
titioner duly elected, in others requiring him to proceed and 
establish his claim. 

In the Seaford case the sitting members resigned their 



(I) Orme,3S9. (2) Honiton,3 Lud. 143. 155. 

(3) Carmarthensbire, 1 Peck. 289. A. 294. 

(4) Herefordshire, 1 Peck, 210. 

(5) East Grinstead, 1 Peck, 337. 
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claim to the Mats, their ooonsel at the same time suggesting Where the sit- 
to the oommittee the profHrietj of examining the claim ofthe w^S^^aws. ^ 

petitioners^ ea parte, before thej declared them dulj elected* 

The committee, however, upon deliberation, determined the 
petitioners duly elected.^ 

So whero the sittings m^nber withdrew, the petitioner was 
dedared ^duly ^ected.^ And in three cases before the House, 
previous > to the Or^iville Act, the same immediate result 
took plaoe.^ 

But in the cases of Ilchester and Oakkampton, 1784, 
where the sittiiig members were equally disposed to resign 
their seats, there were circumstances which induced the 
oommittee to proceed farther, and inquire into the merits.^ 
And, in a later case, the sitting member having withdrawn, 
the oommittee determined that the petitioners should proceed 
with the case.^ 

If no preliminary objections are made, or if such as are Statement of 
made are disposed of in fetvour of the petitioner, his senior ^^^ ^^^* 
counsel opens the case, and not only the general outline of 
bis proofs, ^but every fact on which he means to rely, should 
he stated, £ov it is a general rule that eadi party is confined 
in his evidence to the facts stated in the opening speech, that 
the other may not be surprised by. the proof of matters of 
which no previous intimation had been given.^^ 

The counsel was not permitted to caU a witness to sub- Counsel to 
stantiate a vote which had been tendered at the poll for his f]^^.* ' ^ 
client, having made no mention of it in his openingJ 

It was expressly stated by the counsel in opening, that the 
offences charged in the petiti<^ would be proved against the 
sitting member personally, and not through the medium of 
agents ; he was not permitted to ask a witness whether A. 
B. acted as agent for the sitting member.^ 



(1) 3 Lud. 138. (2) Dumbartonshire, lb. h. 

(3) Carlisle, 1741. Radnor, 1761. Scarborough, 1770. 3 Lud. 140. n. 

(4) 3 Lud. 139. (6) Waterford, 1 Peck. 239. 

(6) East Grinstead, 1803. 1 Peck. 338, 339. 

(7) lb. (8) Caermarthen, 1 Peck, 293. Lud, 113. 2 Fras. 451. 



the petition. 
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But where the foUowing amagement in the: tiaftl tf as 
' adopted, vim. the interests of one petitMmer and one aittuig> 
memher were identified and oondnGted by the sswct oeonsely 
and the like with respect to the other petitioner and sittng 
member, the ocmnseU aftor stating several voters to whom; 
objection would be made, claimed a ri^t to strike off any 
others who might be inqpeadied in the ecNirse of the evide^ice 
offered^ which, after strong objectians firom the €»ther side^ 
was allowed bj the committee.^ 

Nor can a counsel, for the purpose ai disqnalii^dug a 
voter, supply, by the cross-examination of adverse witnesses^* 
6cts which he has omitted to opeiu^ 
^l^"^.^!?"" . As the evidence is limited to those liMsto which have been 
opened, so such facts only should be opened by the petittoner 
as will fairly support the aUcgations in the petition, for sttch 
only will be received in evidence. Where the pelitioa aet> 
forth, that at the last ekction, &c. A* H. high ^her^.for'ihe 

countif of H , W. J., and the petitioner were candi*- 

dates, it was considered that the m^re statement that A. fl. 
was high sheriff at the time of the election was but detcripth 
personcsj and not an express allegation or complaint, to raise 
the objection that he was therefore ineligible.' 

But proof of bribery by a person not named in the petition 
may be given under the general all^jation of ^' oth» undue, 
" corrupt, and illegal practices."^ Where, however, there 
are returns by two persons claiming to be returning officers, 
as the question of return is generally decided^ firsts the 
person named in the l^pal return is considered as the sitting 
member, and is not confined to the alLegpitiona in his peti- 
tion.6 

(1) Great Giimsby, 1 Peck. 60—63. 

(2) Leominster, 1796. 2 Peck. 396. 
(8) Petenlbld, 1775. 3 Doag. 3. See 4 Doug. 123. 1 Lud. 415. 

3 Lud. 405. lb. 456. Clifford, 354. 1 Peck. 289, 2 Peck. 3. 4, 

(4) 4 Doug. 53. 

(5) 1 Lud. 109. See contradictoty cases in 2 Peck. 370. n. 

(6) Downtoo, 3 Lud. 195. 204. Okehampton, 1 Fraa. 151. 162. 
2 Peck. 523. 



OM MoonoH psrriTtei^ft. flf 

If Uie allega&nft in a petitfom raise variobs qiieations, tlie DtAnntqMt- 
ooBomiltee nvill aometiwes try each qaeation aeparately, in. gop^rately. 
stead €f lieaiing ^kut whole case opened and jHroved at onoe^ 
arranging the order of trfing the qiieationa in the way moat 
oQ&ducive to a speedy and correct determination of the case ; 
and this mode baa been Mlowed> not only with consent of 
both partiea^^ hot against the indinatiob of one :^ though in 
sone inatanees^ where the separata dedsion of ctne question 
would not have determined the oause^ the committee have 
refosed to separate the csae contrary te the wishes of cme of 
tfaepartlea-s 

In all controverted oLeetions m returns for Great Brhain^ 
sU the partiea com^lainii^ or defnding are to deliver listtf 
of voters- iMended to be objected to the clerk of the House^ 
to be kept in his ^^ for the inspection of all pariaesi 
oonoemed* 

The' liste must be delivered ten days befbre the day ap^ 
ported to amsider the petition.^ 

Noebjeetion can be heard at the trial unless set forth in Lists conuin- 
the list delivered;^ and even that limitation may be narrowed J^ yotere. ***"* 
by a direction from the committee to a counsel opposing a 
voter, to name sueh of the eb^eotiens specified In the list as 
be means t» rely upon.^ 

The party establishing a vMe need not address his 
evideaee to objeetiens which^ thou^ made^ had not been 
diwcmsed.' If, however, a counsd, in supporting a vote, 
Closes, b^ hie evaminatien in duef, a defect not set forth 
^ tiie Impellent's list, the counsel for the' opponent may take 
d^i^iatage of that disdosnre, and impeach the vote for that 



The Middlesex Committee made a resblution to this effeet, 
that whete the description on the pell was inmileient it 
^ht be takm advantage of, thmigh net' speciited m die 

0) Bristol. I Doug. 246. N. Berwick, 2 Doug. 426. 

(2) Seaford, 3 Lud. 35. Honiton, 3 Lud. 164, 

(3) Downton, 3 Lud. 176. Steyning. 2 Fras. 403—407. 

(4) 9 G. 4. c. 22. 8. 14 (5) lb. (6) Middx. 2 Pfck, 45!» 46, 
(7) Glost. 28. (8) Middx. 2 Peck, 47, 48. 

H 



ov Biocnoif nmrtons. 




Kit of o^tetimm^ But mo miruilMgt tarn be taken of the 
of sonie eoDatenl act reqidfed by the legidatiiie to 
give validitf to a legil ■■■^^■■■^^'■^ fian ^Hncb tbe Toter de- 
rivei big fiulMM, at the legiitry of an anani^ deed, nnkas 
^ecified in the liit.^ 

Theie objectioiii thodd be a ce urat dy stated, in order tbat 
liieendeneepiadooed to sutaintbem may bare a direct ap- 
jriicataon, nnoe an objeedoft foanded npon one cause of dis- 
qnalificatioa can onlj be supported by evideoee of the same. 
ThnSy ^vhere the objection was want of possession for a year, 
evidence to impesch the fireehdd was ngected.* Where the 
objections were '' no frcehoid," ** no freehold as described on 
** the poll/' the committee wonld net sUow any enquiry as to 
the year's possession/** The objection was ** no freehold ;" in 
the pc^book, the voter had given in his fieehold aa a rent 
Teservedf and evidence was offered to prove it a rent chuTgtf 
which was not aUowed under the objection of ''no fiaehsld/'* 
Objection *' no freehold," *' no freehold as described on the 
" poll, not duly assessed :" evidence that the voter had no 
freehold in the occupation of the tenant named on the p<A 
was rejected. 

There were two men of the ssme name and jUaee who 
polled for the sitting member, one was objected to as not 
assessed ; it was understood to be the sense of die oonunittee 
that he should be identified by the petitioner before the >ob. 
jection could be entered upon.^ And where there were three 
of the same name and place, the committee lesolyed, '' that 
as several John Bellingers appesr on tiie poll, the evidenoe 
shall be confined to John Bollinger, who polled on the first 
day ."7 The votes of persons objected to by wrong names 
were not aUowed to be questioned.® 

Evidttice of no freehold will support an objection of no 
freeludd of 40#., Sccfi So evidence tiiat the freehold is out of 
the county will support the objections of " no freehold," no 

(1) Middx. 2 Peck. 52. This was before 53 G. 3. c. 71. and 9 G. 4. 
c. 22. (2; GlosL 148. (3) lb. 115. (4) Middx. 2 Peck. 60. 
(5) Glost. 121. (6) 2Lud. 617. (7) Glost. 126. 

(8) Middx. 2 ?eck. 49, 50. (9) Glost. 105. 
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freehold as described «i the poll^ no freehold in the dividon Lists contain- 

for which he vofced.i to^oteS!''''" 

Immaterial statements in the list^ though erroneous^ will 
not vitiate the objeeti<m^ nor shut out eridence of the mate, 
rial parts.^ The voter's residence being mis^tated^ it was 
contended by the sitting member^ that although the state- 
ment of residence was unnecessary^ yet^ being stated incor- 
rectly> the objection could not be gone into ; but the conu 
mittee decided otherwise^ and proceeded to examine the 
vote.* 
In the discussion of disputed votes^ a committee will some* 

tin^s hear the case of a sin^e voter re-argued.^ 

On some occasions there are other parties before the com- Parties before 
mittee besides the candidates. If a petition contains matter ^® committee. 
of complaint against returning officer, which might subject 
him to the censure of the House, he is allowed one counsel 
to attend on his behalf;^ and where the rights of electors, not 
being parties to the petition, are unexpectedly put in jeopardy 
HI the course of the trial, they may be heard upon the subject 
in which thdr interests are concerned. 

The committee hear only two counsel on each side, but an Counsel. 
additimial one may be in att^idance to act in the absence of 
eith^ of the others. 

However numerous the petitions may be, if they are in 
substance the same, the petitioners are heard but by tw0 
counseL^ 

But where the interests of different parties before the 
eommittee are different, and clearly distinguishable, each 
candidate and sitting member is allowed two counsel, and 
the electors are heard by theirs.7 

Parties are sometimes heard according to the convenience Order of 
of the case ; but in general in the following order : — hearing. 

Ist. The petitioning candidates, as their petiticms are 
classed in the House. 

(1) Middx. 2 Peck. 60. (2) 2 Peck. 49. (3) lU 49. 

(4) Fowey. Corb. Dan. 145, 146. (6) 1 Peck. 77. 146—604. 

(6) Shepherd, 104. (7) Uskeard Appeal, 2 Peck. 317. 

h2 




in Tcmp m it to the 



The eommittee hsre power to aeod for penons^ pspers, and 
leeaidsy mmd to eiwme the SBhtcrifaii^ petitionfflv except 
he 18 oCherwke iaUiu^td, m weU m other witnrif w, opon 
oath. 

If their sonmoooto witnesses he dissbsTed, or the ^esker'o 
wamot for the otti'adsiifsr of • witanessy the chainnaA, by the 
direetioa of the ooninltlee, asoj report it to the Hoiiaev aad 
b J wairaat mder hia hand, directed to the aefgeaBt-at-arma^ 
eommit the f^ender^ luileaB a peer or lord of pwliavieat, fat a 
time not eroBodiiig twenty-four honxs. They hare the sane 
power in case of prevaiicadon, or mishdwwiaor by a witaesa 
in giving or refusing to giro erideace.' 
Of the poll- '^^ coBunittee will make an order iqNn any person who 
has the actual possession of the poll-book to prodnce it.* 

Hie poU is the beat eridenoe of an dection^ and what 
persons were candidates lad roters^^ and should be pro- 
duced.^ 

By the 25th section of the Refonn Act it is enacted. That 
in all proceedings before the committee for determining the 
▼aUdi^ of any election for 8ootlaad« all deeds, instrum^ts, 
extracts^ or other writings which are probatite by the law of 
Scotland^ shall be deemed and taken to be probative^ and 
shall be received in evidence by sudi committee^ withoi^ 
proof of the execution^ signing, or examination thereof^ in 

(1) 2 Peck. 23. (2) 1 Peck. 185. (3) 9 G. 4. c. 22. s. 39. 

(4) Herefords. 1 Peck. 20S, London, 2 Peck. 270. 

(fi) Limerick, Corb. Dao. 92. 

(6) NewcMtle-ttiMler-Lyne, 1 Peck. 492. 



<lll «l«CtfOK »£TfTlON«. 101 

tat 8ttBM nuMUHu' (M 8iMn ciecuC^ nwinittMiiiiS) <4B]ttracDB> €f 
other writings^ are now admitted in courts of law aftd equity 
in. Seotlatid^ 

An wlmsMBbn^ bj tftue of the par^es^ dist t^rtaifi pcsvont 
f«t^ ^ hin, sup^rMdeA the neoeciiity of prcm&g <tfaat iaet 
by the productMm of tlie pdll.^ 

It would seem that any petitioner^ or perMll defetiding tbe Evidence to 
eiectaen or letun, may Itapeach the correctness of the re- correct ihe poll, 
^ster of Toteri before ihe coBomittee^ by proving that^ ift 
loonsequenee of the dedsion of the sheriff^ tiie name of a 
peraon who voted at the election was iaiproperly inserted 
or retained m the register, or the name of any person who 
tendered Ids vote at the election was improp^y omitted 
from such register. Whereupon the select committee will 
r^wrt their determinaition to the House, atid the return will 
be amended, or the election declared void, as the case may 
be, and the lister corrected accordingly.^ 

The minutes of a former con&mittee were oifSered to prove Minutes of 
that there were sudi proceedings as the petition set fortb— committee*, 
that ihe oidy evidence in those proceedings against A. B. was 
evidence of bribery and treating-«^tliat ti» oommittee de- 
clared A. B. not duly elected— and that such dedaratioR, 
therefore, was in fact a determination, that A. B. had been 
guilty of bribery and treating; — ^the conmilttee received the 
evidence,' vaA theSr decision was according to low ; for tke 
proceedings were not tendered as evidence that A. B. had been 
guilty of bribery and treating, but merely that Jie -had been 
«leelared so by a tx>nniiittee. 

But the minutes of a fomier committee being tenured to 
prove that the premises grmted to certain disputed voters 
were the same, and the -conveyances of the same nature, aod 
made imder the same circumstances as in a former case, in 
whidi former case the comsnittee had struck off the votes 
given in right of them, were rejected.^ 

Where a witness on a former petition has been shown to 

(1) W«terford, 1 Peck. 240. (2) Reform Act, s. 25 and 26. 

(3) Nonrick, 8 Lad. 459. 474_477. 

(4) Oakkampton> 1 Peck. 875. 
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Private docu- 
ments. 



Private 
documents. 



be deadj his efvidenoe has been read from the minutes taken 
npon that petition.^ 

The committee will not permit the production of certain 
documents to impeach a Toter's title without the consent of 
those interested in them; but evidence of the same facts^ 
which the document would have proved^ may be given hy 
secondary means. 

Thus, in the Middlesex case,^ the committee resolved, 
that it was irregular to serve orders on voters to produce 
their title-deeds, and directed such as had been issued to be 
recalled. The same was holden in the Bedfordshire case.^ 
So a voter is not bound to produce his appointment as parish 
derk.^ Nor a trustee a deed of trust, without the consent of 
the cetiuique trust.^ 

Where, however, estates had been conveyed to trustees 
to" sell for the payment of debts, and the purchase-money 
being insufficient to cover the amount of the debts, the 
cestuique trust had refused to join in any conveyance to the 
purchaser, whereby the l^al estate remained still in the 
trustees, the committee compelled a person in possession of 
the deeds to produce them, one of the trutt^es being present 
and consenting, though against the desire of the cestuique 
trust.^ 

The books of the Society of Lincoln's Inn . were not 
received to impeach a voter's title to his freehold.''' Nor 
the court-rolls of a manor, for the some purpose, against the 
lord's consent; nor was the steward compelled to produce 
them, though he had the lord's consent, or to give evidence 
of their contents.^ And where the lord of the manor forbade 
the steward to produce the court-rolls, the prohibition was 
holden to extend to the bailiff's account-books, as documents 
in the hands of an inferior officer of the manor.9 

But parol testimony, or writings vidth the consent of those 
interested in them, may supply the place of the proofs con- 

(1) Steyning, 2 Fras. 335. (2) 2 Peck. 133. 

(3) 2 Lud. 568. (4) Middx. 2 Peck. 133. <5) lb. 118. 

(9) Coventry, 1 Peck. 94—98. (7) Middz. 2 Peck. 119. 

(8) Middx. 2 Peck. 123. (9) lb. 124. . , . 



ON ELECTION PBTfTIONS. 103 

tained in the documents which are withhold^i. As where Private 
the lord objected to the production of court^rolls^ a copy of 
the voter's admission to his copyhold^ voluntarily given by 
him to the witness for the purpose, was received to impeach 
his right of voting.^ So where a voter refused to produce 
his title-deeds, the memorial of a conveyance to him was 
received to destroy a presumption that the estate for which 
he voted was in a third person.^ But the copy of a voter's 
admission^ produced by another who had no interest in the 
copyhold in question, though a tenant of the manor,' was 
rejected, though he was allowed to prove that he had seen 
the voter admitted to some premises in the manor> Voters 
having refused to produce their title-deeds to burgage tene- 
ments, parol evidence was received of their contents.^ 

It has been frequently disputed before committees, whe* Agency, 
ther, in order to affect a candidate with an act of bribery 
committed by another person, it is necessary first to prove 
such other the agent of the candidate ; or whether evidence 
of the bribery may be adduced before the agency is estab- 
lished. 

If the judgments of men were never biassed by considenu 
tions foreign to the question in dispute, it would be a matter 
of indifference whether the agency or the bribery were first 
established. But as few men would be able to examine, 
with unbiassed minds, whether A. were the agent of B. for 
the purpose of bribery, after it was once established that A; 
had been bribing voters to poll for B., the order in which 
these facts shall be proved is often a matter of great practical 
importance.^ 

And accordingly, upon questions of bribery, this point has 
almost invariably been raised, and committees have come to 
opposite decisions; some admitting evidence of bribery in 
the first instance,? others requiring that agency should be 
previously established.^ 

(1) lb. (2) lb. 133. (3) 2 Peck. 129. (4) lb. 132. 
(5) £ast Grinstead, 1 Peck. 310. (6) Sbep. 114. 

(7) Bristol, 1 Doug. 279. Ivelchester, 3 Doug. 159. lb. 1 Lud. 470. 
lb. 1 Peck. 303. Dumfernliog, 1 Peck. 15. Bridgwater, lb. 102. 

(8) Norwich, 3 Lud. 451. Hindoo, T Doug. 175. Shafts. 2 Doug. 
309. Worcester, 3 Doug. 262. Durham, 2Peck. 185. 



IM mt wacrwow pbtitions. 

BM, mppdrifl^ it to bo opcHpq tkid i^ency Bttust fifst l>6 
profcd, the ant q we bti an m, what €uts will smuHmt to proof 
of ageacj. Wlwre «n agent is cn^ojed far an milapiTfbl 
pttTpo a e , it B olwiDna tint care wfll be takn to avoid for. 
nialiing evidcBee off toe ongagemcat* 

IndM Mit^d petitiBii, proof tkat A. was tlieatewasrd c^ 
Lord P., on idiose iaUa o rt ike petitioner stood-— that A. and 
tile petitioiier leaded m the aame hoeae durii^ the deetioa 
—and that thej c aa tr aMcd the town together-^was held in- 
softcient to establifih the &ct of agenqr-^ 

A paitieiilar antiboritj to paj fiv the aa batiitoau B of non-i 
icaMknt Totert was holden not aoiicient praof of a general 
agencf , ao aa to let in evidence of the employment and pay- 
ment of leaident voten.* Yet where a SBan waa i^eiit for aH 
iawful parpoaes of the eleetiOB^ and gawe general directions 
tiiat the orders of a sab-agent aiwiild be coooplied widi^ the 
ofden of tiie sab.4|^t» as to an mdawfiDl purpose, via., tiie 
treating of the voters waa hdd to aifect the pnndpaL' 

Where an attorney of the town had attended the candMate 
before and during the election^ had accompanied him in his 
canvaas^ and solicited votes for him> and was desoribed 1^ a 
witness as appearing to be his agent, and had after w ai t h paid 
the expense which had been incnzred by opening a house 
where die votera were cntertaiiied, tiie committee received 
evidence of his conversatiQn, at tlie timer he paid the money, 
as against dbe candidate.^ 

A candidato who declined in favour of the sitting memb^ 
was not regarded in the Hgkt of an agent, so as to affect the 
latter by his acts.^ Nor will the sheriff be criminally impli. 
eated by oonversalaons of the nnder^eriff in his absence.^ 

Where the petitioners' counsel opened a case of conspiracy 
between the sitting members and certam electors and others, 
evidence of the acts of the latter was reeaved before any 
proof given of their connection with the sitting member^ 

(1) Mitchel, 1 Lad. 89. Vide Petri?, 509-, ivfemag to jw 77* Corb. 
Pan. 62. (jl) Ikirhaa, % Feck, ld&. (3) Midds; 3 Vwk. 9U 
(4) N. Windsor, 2 Peck. 194. (5) £, lUUbid, 1 Buck. 479. 
(6) Middx 2 Peck. 33. (7) Corb. Dan. 1^66. 
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There are certain relations whicii the law recognises as Confidential 
confidential^ and forbids persons who are within them from tions. 
disclosing matters which they know in consequence of such 
relations: as those between a client and his counsel, or 
attorney. And though an agent at an election has> in some 
instances^ under this principle^ been privileged from dis- 
dosii^ before committees what might affect the interests of 
his employer, yet it was an extension of the privil^e not 
warranted by the law, since the principle to be collected 
from the cases appears to confine it to counsel, solicitors^ and 
attorneys.^ 

A committee, however, has decided that an avowed agent 
should not be allowed to prove treating by the candidate who 
employed him :^ that agents should not be examined, touch- 
ing the contents of deeds or writings which they had been 
permitted to inspect as agents :^ that a person confidentially 
employed by a voter, to draw a deed which the voter refused 
to produce, should not be examined as to the contents of it.^ 

Bat an attorney professionaly employed was compelled to 
disclose acts done by him, not necessarily within his profes- 
sional duty ; such as going to the candidate's bankers for some 
tickets to be distributed to the voters during the election.^ . 

And bankers have been called upon by committees to pro- 
duce drafts in th^r possession for the payment of money, and 
their account books, for the purpose of allowing inspection of 
such particular items only as relate to the question before the 
committee,^ or sufficient extracts from those books which the 
party requiring their production shall specify J 

The Committee's Report. 
Ofjrivolous or tjcxatious Petitions, and Costs, 

In stating to the House their final determination on the Petitions fri- 
merits of a petition, the committee report whether the petition ^^^^"■» *^^ 

coses* 

(1) Starkie, E. 396. (2) Carmarthen, 1 Peck. 293. 

(3) Gloster, 25. (4) MidUx. 2 Peck. 132. (6) 1 Peck. 209. 
(6) Norwich, 3 Lud. 448. lb. 460. (7) Southwark, Clifford, 105. 
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Co wwiHe e a ajipcM te have hea w— ftiiwffw inflneneed by 
the wishcB of the saeoeasfiil puij in afasfeuniiig frmtt iwiih i n g 
thk wepmt, m cskb nHme natiee has heen given tfaafc no 
evidenee wenld be oftred,9 and aba wheic evidence has berai 
entered into and fiufed.*^ Where the sitting member was a 
minor, and gave noCioe to the speaker that he dMHild not 
Impose the petition, the dection was r^ofted vexatioiis, bat 
not cuiriipi.^ 

(1) 9 G. 4. c 22. s. 40. 

(2) lb. ft. 1& (3) 9 G. 4. c 22. sft. 57, 58, 59. 

(4) Bishop't Castle, 1 Peck. 4G9. Hereford, 2 Feck. 257. Uchester, 
2 Peck. 274. Sutheriand, 2 Fias. 177. Maiden, 2 Peck. 255. Midhurst, 
2 Peck. 147. ; but aee ShafloD, Peniyn, Inyerness, 1 PedL 18. and 251. 
109. Minehead, 2 Peck. 257. lb. 273. 

(5) £. Grinstead, 1 Peck. 335. (6) Bodmin, 2 Fras. 238. 
(7) Honiton, 2 Fras. 247. (8) Evesham, 1 Peck. 471. 

(9) Cirencester, 1 Peck. 467. But see contra. Uchester, 2 Peck. 274. 
Bishop's Castle, I Peck. 469. 

(10) Flintshire, 1 Peck. 526. (11) 9 G. 4. c. 22. ss. 67, 58. 
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If the petition^ or Wife oppo^tion,^ be reported frivolous or Petitions fn- 

,e«tH«., the petitionen.. or «pp«^ ?««»«, as the c«« may J^lr "* 
be, are liable to the costs incurred by the other side. 80 where 
an objection in the list of voters is reported frivolous or 
vexatious, the other side may recover costs incurred by 
reason of such objection.^ 

If no person appear to oppose, and the election, &c., be 
reported vexatious or corrupt, the sitting members are an- 
swerable is costs to the petitioners, unless they give notice 
that they shall not defend. 

Costs are not only allowed to the parties, but the expenses 
of witnesses summoned for the petitioners, and the fees of the 
officers of the House are to be paid by the petitioners, if the 
petitixm is not duly proceeded on, or is reported frivolous or 
vexatious.^ The amount of these costs, &c., is to be ascer- 
tained by the taxation of two persons, appointed by the 
speaker out of certain persons specified in the statute. 
And the speaker will certify the amount of costs to be re- 
ceived according to their report,^ which certificate will have 
the effect of a warrant of attorney to confess a judgment.^ 
Also the rec<^nizance, entered into by the petitioners for the 
payment of the costs, &c, may be certified, by the speaker's 
warrant, into the Court of Exchequer, as if it were estreated.^ 
Where the costs have been recovered against either of the 
parties, he or they may recover a proportion against others 
who are liable.^ 

(1) lb. 8. 15. (2) lb. s. 59. (3) 9 G. 4. c. 22. ss. 5. 60. 

(4) lb. s. 60. (6) lb. s. 63. (6) lb. s. 65. (7) lb. s. 64. 
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( I ) H.rrf . 35. (2 ) lb. <^) lb. 36. (4> lb. 44. (5) lb. 45. 
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PART I. 



9 Geoigii IV. Cap. 22. (a) 

An Aei to contolidaU and amend the Lawt relating to the Trial of contrO' 
verted Eleetiont or Retumt of Membert to terve in Parliament, 

I23d May 1828.] 

' WsBASAs great benefit has been found to arise from the regulations of 10 G. 3. c. !(>. 
an Act passed in the tenth year of the reign of his late majesty King 
Geoige the Third, islilled ** An Act 4o regulate the Trials of controverted 
Elections or Betoms4if Members to serve in Parliament ;" And whereas 
aeveotl Acts have subsequent^ been passed to amend and ezteod the 
nme : And wheseas i^ i* espedient to oonsolidato, and in some respects 
to amend and simplify, .the laws relatmg thereto : BE IT therefore Repeal of 
ENACTEi), That the said Act parsed in the tentii year of King George 10 G. 3. c. 16. 
the Tikiid ; also, an Act passed in the eleventh year of the reign of His 11 G. 3. c. 42. 
late Majesty ; ako, an Act passed in the fourteenth year of the reign of p^ ^' ^' ^* ^^' 
His late Majesty ; also, so much of an Act passed in the twenty-fifth 25 G. 3. c. 84. 
year of the reign of His late Majesty as relates to the appointment of a 
select committee to take into consideration the petition of any person 
daiming to have had a vight to vote, or to have been entitled to have been 
declflied duly -elected, where no retmm has been made to any writ issued, 
for the electing of any member or members to serve in parliament, on or 
before the day on which such writ is made returnable, or within fifty-two 
days ailer the day on which suoh.vmt bears date, if such writ be issued 
^ during any session or prorogation of parliament, or where the return be 
net according to th^ requisition of the writ, but contains special matters 
only concerning &e election ; also to the notices to be given of the meet- 

'(a). This Act makes bnt slight alterations in the law : its chief object 
was to consolidate the provisions of the various statutes. - 

b2 
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tog of rach committwai, and to tlie mtnner in which the trials of tveh 
petitions are to he regulated, and the mode in whidi paities entitled to be 
retnrned may proceed against any sheriff or retamiog officer, in case a 
select committee shall have detennined that such sheriff or letuming 
officer had wilfnlly delayed or neglected or refused to make such retam ; 
Part of also an Act passed in the 28th year of the reign of His late Majesty, ez- 

28 G. 3. c 62. eept in so far as the same rehtes to the repeal of so much of an Act passed 
in the 2d year of the reign of His Majesty King George the Second, as en- 
acts that such Totes shall be deemed legal which have been so declared by 
the lastdeterminaUon in the House of Commons, and that sach last detenni- 
nation coneening any county, city, borough, or place shall be final ; also 
32 G. 3. c. 1. an Act passed in the 32d year of the reign of His late Majesty ; also an 
34 G. 3. e. 83. Act passed in the 34th year of the leign of His late Majesty ; also an Act 
36 G. 3. e.69. passed in the 36th year of the reign of His late Majesty ; alw an Act 
42 G. 3. c 84k passed in the 42d year of the reign of His late Majesty ; also an Act 
47 G. 3. c 1. passed in the 47th year of the reign of His late Majesty ; also so mudi 
Part of of an Act passed in the 47th year of the reign of His late Majesty, so far 

47 G. 3. c. 14. 1^ the same relate to Ireland, as enacts, that the order for taking into con- 
sideration any petition relative to the trial of any controverted election or re- 
turn in Ireland shall not be discharged until the expiration of twenty-eight 
days after such petition shall have been presented to the Houie of Com- 
53G.3.C.71. mens; also an Act passed in the 53d year of the reign of His late Majesty, 

be hereby repealed. 
Upon com- ^ AND be it enacted. That whenever a petition complaining ef wi 

plaint made to undue election or return of a member or members to serve in parliament 
^^^dtMti *° (or complaining tiiat no return has been made to any writ issued far the 
or that no re- ' ^^^^^ ^^ ^^7 member or members lo serve in parliament on or before 
turn has been the day on which such writ is made returnable, or if such writ be ismed 
made, a time during any sesuon or prorogation of parliament, that no return has been 

to be fixed for ^^^ ^ ^^ g,^^ within fifty-two days after the day on which such writ 

considennff 

thereof, and ^^'^ ^^> ^' ^^^ ^^7 i^^um is not according to the requintion of the 

notice given, writ, or complaining of the special matters contained in any such return,) 
shall be presented to the House of Commons within such time as shall be 
from Itaie to Hmo UmiUd by the Houm, aday and hour shall be a p pointed 
by the said House for taking the same into consideration, and notice 
thereof in writing shall be forthwith given by the Speaker to all parties so 
petitioning, and to the sitting members, and to any parties who may have 
petitioned to be permitted to defend any such election or return, and 
where no return has been made, or the spedal matter of the return, or the 
conduct of any returning officer, is complained of, to the returning officer 
or officers, accompanied with an order to the parties to attend the House 
at the time appointed, by themselves, thdr counsel or agents 

House may 3. AND be it enacted. That the House may alter the day and hour so 

the'lSbK ^PP^^i^^ ^^^ taking any such petition into considention, and appoint 

notice and ^™® subsequent day and hour for the same, as occasion shall require, 

order. giving to the respective parties the like notice of such alteration, accom- 
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panied with an order to attend on luch lulMeqiient day and hoar as afore- 
aud ; and if within one hour after the time fixed « in the manner herein* 
after directed for calling in the retpectiTe parties, their connsel or agents, 
for the purpose of proceeding to the appointment of a select committee, 
the petitioner or petitioners, or smne one or more of them who shall have jf petitioners 
nfned any such petition, shall not appear, by himself or themselves, or by do not attend 
his or their counsel or agents, the order for taking such petition into consi- ^t the time re- 
deration shall thereupon be discharged, and such petition shall not be any j^^'^}^^^}^'' 
further proceeded upon. charged, 

4. AND be it enacted. That no such petition shall be proceeded upon, jjq petition to 

unless the same, at the time it is presented to the House, shall be sub- be proceeded 

scribed by some person or persons claiming therein to have had a right to ^V^^ unless 

voto at the election to which the same shall relate, or to have had a right f !!!^"^'^ ^ 

^ herein men- 

to be returned as duly elected thereat, or alleging himself or themselves to tioned. 
have been a candidate or candidates at such election, or claiming therein 
to have had a right to voto at the election of any delegate or commissioner 
ftv choosing a burgess for any district of burghs in that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland to which the same shall relate. 

5. AND be it enacted. That no proceeding shall be had upon any such Recognizances 

petition, unless the person or persons subscribing the same, or some one or to be entered 

more of them, shall, within fourteen days after the same shall have been ip^ l>y P^ti- 

pceaented to tiie House, or wiUiin such further time as shall be limited by ^'<>°^' ^^^ 

sareties, to 
the House, personally enter into a recognizance to our sovereign lord the pi^y costs. 

King, according to the form hereunto annexed, in the sum of 100(N., with q^^ lecoani- 
two sufiicient sureties in the sum of 5002. each, or four sufficient sureties zance directed 
in the sum of %50L each, for the payment of all costs, expences, and fees in li^u of two, 
which shall become due to any witness summoned in behalf of the person So p^o^'^^ 
or penons so subscribing such petition, or to any clerk or officer of the g^ 5^ ^^^ * 
House, upon the trial of such petition, or to any party who shall appear 53 G. 3.c. 71. 
before the House, or any committee of the House, in opposition to such ^ ^« 
petition, in case such person or persons shall fail to appear before the 
House at such time or times as shall be fixed by the House for taking 
such petition into consideration ; or in case such petition shall be with- 
drawn by the permission of the House ; or in case such committee shall 
report to the House, that such petition appears to them to be frivolous or - 
vexatious ; and if at the expiration of the iaid fourteen dayt such recog- 
nii an ce shall not have been entered into, or shall not have been received 
by the Speaker of the House of Commons, or the time for entering into 
or receiving such recognizance shall not previously have been enlarged, 
the Speaker shall report the same to the House, and the order for teking 
such petition into consideration shall thereupon be dischaiged, unless up- 
on special report of the examioers into the sufficiency of the sureties, or 
upon matter specially stated and verified upon oath to the satisfaction of 
the House, the House shall see cause, either to enlarge the time for enters 
ing into such recognizance, or to allow the names of any such sureties to 
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be Ranged; mi wlKMfcr woA turn ■bail W m Mdirgad, w omm •£ 
any tocb mmty tbtU be dbMigad^ ihtetdMr iior laktag MMh petition ifti* 
cmEMidenliMi aball, if BecMMiy, be pMtpoMd, so tet ao Hwh patitiM 
■ball be takwi mie eoBaideietum tUl after sock .racognuaaoe sball hum 
beea eMBredhiloeaaieaeived bj die SHpeafcer : PROVIDED AJLWAYftv 
tbat tbe tUM fin eniariag into leeb reeegmanoe aball net be«olaifad 
aoTO tbaii oBoe* er for amy mmber of da3« eaoeedieg thirtfy nor the aane 
of any prepoaed lemty be move tiMD ooee ebanged. 
Names of sue- 6. AND be it enacted, Tbat on tbe day wben any sneb petition abali 
ti«itobe deli- be preaeBted, or on tbe neat day aft fortbest,tbe petitioner or petkionen 
cls^ofAe sk«ll Oliver or cavae to be delivered, in writing, to tbe cUdb of the Bonae 
Honse of ^ CottinoBa, the naanea, tof ot her with the additions and naaal phwan of 

Commons. reaidence, of the persons who ate proposed to beoome sneh snreties, which 
names shall be enteied in a book to be kept by the said eleifc ia fats oAcov 
open to the inopeetioB of all parties ooaeemed* 
Recognisances 7. AND be it enaoled, Tbat tbe said recogniaancea shall be eslered 
to be entered into before tbe Speaker of the Honse of Commons, who is hereby asthei^ 
S^^^uid^ ixed and empowered to take tbe same; and Ihe sufficiency of the sttretiea 
tlMsufficiency x^"^ tbernn shall be judged of and allowed by the said Speaker, on the 
of sureties to be report of two persons eppoinled by him toeaamine the saiM, of which two 
allowed byhim penona the cleA or one of the deiks assistant of the Howe of Crwiasaaa 
^^^^^ ^ shaU always be one, and one of the foUowi^K officen^ net being a aMmbea 
liei^amen- of the said Honse, shall be the other ; (that is to say,) ma a t s is of the hi^ 
tioned. court of Chanceiy, cMes in the Court of King's Bench, prathonotariea in 

the Court of Common Pleas, and clerks in the Court of Ezcbequitr; a»d 
the said poisons so appointed are hereby authoriaed and required to ex- 
amine the suae, and to report their judgment thereapon, and are ale* 
Seven davs to ^^^'^^J authorised to demand and reoMve tueh fees for such eTamiaatioa 
be allowed be- ^>^^ report as shall be ficom time to time fixed by any tesolutiea of tho 
fore the sureties House of Commons : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that sev«i dear dnya U 
are examined, the least shall intervene between tiie day on which the names shall haive 
been delivered in and entered in a book kept in the office of the deik as 
aforesaid and the day on which the sufficiency of the sueties shall be 
examined as hereinbefore directed. 

8. AND be it enacted. That if the party or parties whoare so to enter into 

such recognizance, or his or their sureties, or wther of them, sbidl reside 

at a greater distance from London than forty miles, it shall and may be 

lawful for such party or surety respectively to enter into such leeegnittace 

Parties or sure- before any of His Majesty's justices of the peace; and His Majesty's 

ties living more jastices of the peace, or any of them, u and are hereby authorised and 

than 40 miles empowered to take the same ; and such recognisance, being duly certified 

ina<v eot^ inU> ^^^^^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^^'^ justice, and being transmitted to the 8]teaker of 

recognizances ^^ House of Commons, shall have the same force and efieot as if the same 

before a justice, had been entered into before the said Speaker: PROVIDED ALSO, 

that it shall and may be lawful for the persons to whom it is referred by 
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tli9 Spetlwr ip.MvniiM Um swffiffitMy of the suratiit, to loccive in eri* Evidonee as to 
dBPOB ifttheii Mid ai—Mwatioii any aAdoiriM nMng thereto wlnobshaU >ufficieiicy of 
he sworn befon any eeefa penoiii* or any neater of the. high comt of 
Chancery, or before any of His Majesty's justioea of the peaee, who aiei 
hemby each of them lespecftively antiiorized to admiaister such oath, and 
te 06Kl^ snehaffidavitiuidii his. head. 

9*. AND be it eaaeled» That the Hoiue of Coaunont ahaU not peimit In what cases 
ai^. saoh petUioa to be withdiawa* eacept lo far ae the eaoie may relate to Pf^^^!^^! ^^ 
fheelectien or setam af aay mmaber who shfOl*. liace the aame ahidl have ^ ^^^ndrawn. 
beaa pneetilad» ha«e taeoled hia aeel by daatb.or in .any other .maaneir, os 
IB coaaeiiaenee of some jnatler whkh shidl haae aiiaea aiacecthe aafue wee 
presented, aadwiiich shell be apeetally stated rand asafied vpon oath to 
the satiaflictioB of the HenaOi 

1^ AND be; it eaaottd. Thai it ahaU and may be lawfuUat oay time Toters, upon 
withia fsiuBleea.daya after the day oa. which any auch. petition shall have petition, may 
beea pnae]|ftad» for any person or peiaons claiming to have had a right to ^^^^^ ^ P^^ 
vale ei the eleotion» or at the electioa of. delegalss or oemmiasionera. for <iefeMl the 
making each elaotion». to whiah the same ahaU relal% to petition the return. 
House of Commons, praying to be admitted as a pasty or parties to defend 
each zetara* or to oppoas the pnqror< of ameh petition,, and aiich person or 
penoas shall thanapOB be admitloA as a party or paiEliee, together with 
the aittiag member* aad. shall be coaaideiad aa aooh to all tnteats aod 
pw^oaea whateTer. 

. lU AND be it eaaaled. That if at any time before the day appointed ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
te taking aay auch petitioa into consideration the Speaker of. the Uouae of c^t^^Me sit- 
Commoae ahaU be infopmed* by a certificate in writing subscribed by two ting member 
oC the members of thO said House^ of the death of any sitting member declines to de- 
whoee eleetioaor returais complained of in such petition, or of the death fend his return 
of aay. member returned upon a double return whose election or return is ^o^^g ^£f» 
aompleined of in sach petiuon» or that a writ of summons hal been issued into consider- 
aader the great seal of Great Britain to summon any such meml^ to par<> ation, notice to 
Uamenl aa a pee»ef Great Britain ; or if the House of Commons shall have ^ ^^^ ^y ^ 
teaoked Jthat the seat of any such member is by Jaw become vacant j or if ret^ineoffi^ 
the House of Commons shall be informed* by a declaration in. writing, cer of the 
aabsodbed by aiiy such member* and delivesed in at (he table .of the House place to which 
vitbia fenrteen days after the day on which any suiji petition shall have ^^ petition 
been presented, that it is not the intention of such member to defend his ^ ^^^* 
elaetion or Ktnra ^ in every such case notice thereof shall immediately be 
seat by the Speaker to the sherifTor other retwming. officer for the counter* 
eity,.bonrag^, district of bmrghs, port, or place to which such petition shall 
Bilato ; and such aheiiff or other returning officer shall cease a true copy Notice to be 
oC the aame to be affixed on the doom of the county hall or town hall, or of affixed on the 
the parish church nearest to the place where such election has usually <^oors of the 
been held ; and such notice, shall also be inserted by order of the Speaker ^^^d bisert- 
in one of the two next London Gazettes ; and the order for taking such ed in the Lon- 
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doD G aiette ; pelitiim mto con i id e wtiMi tkaU, if MMMtiy; 1» a4§MiiMd, » ditt at tte 
aUon^of Um'' ^'"^ ^'^ ^"^^ "*^^ intenrene betwMn the day on whidi nich notiee shall 
petitioii ad- ^ iaaerted in Um said Gatette and the day on which such petitioB ahail 
journed. he taken into consideiation. 

Within thirty 12. AND be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful, at any time 
days after no- within thirty days after the day on which sneh notiee shall have been in- 
may hermit* '^'^ ^^ ^^ ""^ Gaaette, for any person or pctsoas daining to hare 
ted as parties to ^^ ^ 'HS^^ ^ ^^^ ^ ***^ election, or at the election of delegateeor coib* 
defena the miasioners for making ench eleetiony to petition the Honse, preying to be 
i^^v^n* admitted as a party or parties in the room of such member ; and such pe^ 

son or persons shall tiierevpon be so admitted as a party or parties^ and 
shall he constdeied as such, to all intents and purposes whatofer. 
Members hav- 13. AND be it enacted, That whenever the member whose election or 
ingffiven notice return so complained of in such petition shall have given such notice an 

?/ ^t"^,'!?^?' aforesaid, of hu intention not to defend the same, he shall not be admitted 

tion not to ae- .... . 

fend shall not ^ appear or act as a party against such petition in any subsequent pto* 

be admitted as ceedings thereupon ; and he shall also be restrained from sitting in the 
parties. House of Commons, or voting on any question, until snch petition ahall 

have been decided upon. 
Listo of votes 14. AND be it enacted. That in all oases of contievertad electiona or 
intended to be letuma of members to serve in parUament for Great Britain, all the par* 
be delVrarad to ^ complaining of or delending such elections or letoms shall, by them* 
the clerk of the ^^'^^ °' ^^^ agents, deliver in to the clerk of the House of Commons listn 
House of of the votes intended to be objected to, to be by the said clerk kept in hia 

Commons. office, open to the inspection of all parties concerned, giving in the said 
lists the several heads of objections, and distinguishing the same agaanal 
Additional pro* ^^ names of the voters excepted to ; and that such lists shall be so deli- 
vision in cases vered in, upon all controverted elections and returns for Sco t land, or for 
of parties who any county in England or Wales, ten days at least befove the day i^ 
to del^^tf^ pointed for the consideration of the petition complaining of such election 
election and ^' return ; and upon all other controverted elections or returns for England 
return. or Wales, five days at least before the day appointed for the consideration 

of such petition : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that if the oonsideration of 
any such petition shall be postponed by order of the House during the 
same session, or shall be renewed at the commencement of another session, 
it shall be suiBcient if such lists shall be so delivered within sueh periods 
as are hereby directed before the committees for the trial of such petitions 
shall be actually appdnted ; or if any person or persons shall have been 
admitted as aforesaid to defend the return in the room of any sitting meas- 
her or members returned in a double return, who before such petition ia 
taken into consideration shall have died, or been called by writ of sum- 
mons to parUament as a peer of Great Britain, or whose seat shall have 
become vacant by law, or who shall in the manner aforesaid, have declared 
his intention not to defend his election or return, then it shall be sufficient 
if such lists shall be so delivered within such periods as are hereinbefore 
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directed before the time to whidi the ttking rach petftion into comider* 
ctkm shall be tdjevmed. 

15. AND be it enacted. That no evidence shall be adduced before the Evidence to be 
select committee appointed for the trial of the petition upon which such confined to 
I»t shall have been deltvned in, against the validity of any vote, upon objections par- 
any head of objection to such voter other than one of the heads so specified *i^i!![i^f*^ "^ 
and particularised against him in such list as aforesaid ; and if any ground 

of objection shall be slated against any voter in such lists, and no evidence 
shall be produced befme such select committee to substantiate such objec* 
tion, and if such select committee shall be of opimon that such objection 
was frivolous or vexatious, the said committee shall report the same to the 
House of Commons, together with their opinion on the other mattera 
relating to the said petition, and the opposite party shall in such case be 
entitied to recover, from the party or parties by whom or on whose behalf 
any such objections were made, the fvM costs and expences incurred by 
reason of such frivolous or vexatious objections, which costs and expences 
shall be ascertained and recovered in Uie same manner and form as is here* 
inafler provided for the recovery of costs and expences in cases of frivolous 
or vexatious petitions. 

16. AND be it enacted. That on the day appointed for taking <^? ^^V^^P- 
any such petition into consideration the House shall not proceed to any ^•'^ !^'L. 
business previous to the readmg of the order of the day for that purpose, i^to considera- 
except to swear in any member, or to receive any report from any select tion. House to 
committee appointed in pursuance of this Act, and to edter the same upon pi^ceed to the 
thehr journals, and to give the necessary orders and directions thereupon ; f^f^^^ Dur-'^^ 
or to admit the clerk of the crewn to alter or amend any return, in pur« pose, berore 
suance of an order made on a preceding day or on that day ; or to attend any otiier busi« 
His Majesty or His Majesty's commissioners in the House of Lords, in ^^V^* except 
consequence of any message from His Majesty, or from His Majesty's ^^cepted. 
commissioners, signified to the House in the usual manner ; or to receive 

any message or messages from* the Lords : or on days appointed for the 
trial of any articles of impeachment exhibited or to be exhibited by the 
Commons before the Lords in parliament, to proceed to any business that 
may be necessary for the purpose of caiying on the prosecution of such 
impeachment* 

17. AND be it enacted. That at the time appointed for taking any such Serjeant at 

petition into consideratioUi and previous to the reading of the order of the ^rms, before 

day for that purpose, the seijeant at arms shall be diiected to go with the ^® r^»ng ^ 

mace to the places adjacent, and require the immediate attendance of the squire the at- 

members on the business of the House ; and that after his return the House tendance of 

shall be counted, and if there be less than one hundred members present, members. 

the order for taking such petition into consideration shall be immediately ^o^^«]o ^ 
... ^j . ^ 1 \. «.»»., .^ , ^, . counted, and if 

a<^oumed to a particular hour on the following day (Sunday, Christmas- ti,^pg ^re not 

day, and Good Friday, always excepted), and the House shall not proceed one hundred 

to any other business whatsoever, except as hereafter provided, but shall members prb- 
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FIO¥IIMa> iO-W ATS, itei ii ^br iwiiig the «teof th« d^ for 

frlla Mi a Monday^ on Ibe 

Goad fnUy, it aittU be found that 

that the niuBlMC ef thislj* 

hewplefrt.itihattand 

thuk fit, to diwBt Aat the said 

the HoiMe ihall then 

def to which each older ihall 




Mities, 
be crae 



the membeni, and 
■hall be finud to 
ahaU be oideied tQ attsBMi 
AallbehM&ed, andae nenber 
the Hoen until the peities, 
le withdmr» aa hveinafter ia 
Namoef aaMiawd; endvtenthe cheriWI heleeked aaalvwaid, theoiderof 

or ^anei, and «■>»» en diatiact pieeee off f*par» being aU aa near aa nay be of eqaal 
drawn out al- daa» and Mdad np in the aHne annaar* ihall be pnt into six glanei^ to 
^^y» «B^ be piMed en the table §m that pofeae; and then the cMt or efeifc 
?;^*S,33aa«tant attending the Bmm .haU pebfidj daw oat oC the »d ain 
bedrawii,&c. gbaan the aaidphcea el paper* and deliver the auM to tfieSpeaher^te be 
byhiaiieedtetheHoaae^and ao shall canlinae ta do nntU thiftj>4hiBe 
PrevioDs to nanwaof the moDbenpRaeat be drawn: P&OVIDSD ALWAYS, that 
taking a peti- tte nenMa of all Ae awb e nt so written and folded up shall, pievioaa to 
tioBinto coBsi- Aetime i^ipoinled for taking aarf anch petition into conaideiatUm, be fnr 
^^^ ^. paied by the said clcril er eleik asaiatant. and by him pat into a boK m 
beiBtobepot pneence of the Speaker, together with an attestation* signed by the said 
intoa boa, &c« deifc or cleA assistant, purporting that the names of all the meoBbeca were 
byhimpattheieinthe day of in the year 

iriuch said box the Speaker ehall eeal or eaase to be sealed, in his 
pieseace, with his owa seal, andto theoataide theieof s h a ll a anex or oanse 
to be annexed an atteatatioa, signed by himself, pe rp o rt ing that the said 
bexwas,onthe dayof intheyeer, >ntfde 

apinhispMsence, intbemannerdiieeted by this Act; end that as soon 
as the parties shell be withdrawn as aforesaid, and before the House shall 
enter on any otiier business, any member may lequiie that the names of 
all the members which remain nndrawn shall be drawn and read aload 
by the said clerk or clerk assistant. 
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19* AND b« it cam»d» Thftt when tm or bom nxk peltiioiii are How to pi»- 
«iideiod toboH^OB klo eoOHAoratioA by the Hoqm oa tko MHO divv at *^^^ ^^"^ .^"^ 
•bali oad nmy bo lawliil, tftev mmmoniiif the meeriMfe and eouaiiiig- tie ^-^q^ $r/w^ 
Houee, in tho meanef bednbeibve diiMted» to order all the petitioaitai tad derad to bO' 
odiei'poftiee,by theneoltee, thii»ooaniel ot agente, loFelteiMlwithMMihe tahonintocon- 
Houo at the samotwe^befom the door ihall be locked ; and after the >^de>^^onon 
»fit of tiie 33 nanea of tha nenben preaeat hath been dmwn by lot and '^^ ^^* 
completed, in order to form the fiiaieoniaaittee, m beieuibefove la dueded^ 
it ahall atadmaj be lawlatto {Moceed forthwith, and before the doer of the 
House riiall be opened> OKcefft for the parpdeea heseiaafter aiatioaed^ to 
diwfp by lot, atod complete in lihe maaaet, oat of the suae' ij^UuMoa^ aaater 
bat of 33 aamea of the roMainiag aembera praieat,in order to form the 
aeeond coaftiaillee^ aeeordiDg to the wid direetioa ; aad ia the aama aaaa* 
nor to draw 1^ lot aaid eoBBpleto aueoeiaiYe liata 4»f 33 aaaiea of the ra* 
matniag membera preteat, in <»der to form a third or fouth eoauntttee, 
aeeoiding to the said i&ectiona* 

26. ANDbeiteaaotad,Thatife8haUnQtbeUwlbltopvoeeedianiaap^^^^^^^^ 
aer aforesaid to iona saeoOisivo lists, in oider to €onn mora than oae of pi^,ent to form 
each comiaineen, ualeta 120 BBenbers shall be preseat in the House at the more than one 
tioM of counting the same ; nor to form saeoessive lists, in order to ibna ballot. 
move than two snch committees, unloia 180 members shall then be pveseat 
in die Hoase j aov to Ibrm suooeossve lists, in order- to form nuave than 
three sach coamiitleia, aidess 240 «aambeia shall thea be preseat in the 
Hoase* ~ 

21. AND be fe enacted. That if the name of any member who shall CerUin mem- 
have KEiFea hia vote at the electioa complained of as-albresmd> or who shall bers disquali- 

v^ *-^ 1 • • * J 1 A' *_ • * "6d from serv- 

be a petitumer complaimng of an uadne election or ratarn, or agaiast Iq^. ^^ ^^^^^ 

whoae retiva a petitioa shall be thea depending, or whose vetnm shall not mittees. 

have been broaght in 14 days, shall be drawn, hia aame shall be set aside* 

and not be eatered in the list of names dmwa. 

22« AND be it enacted, That if the aame of any member of 60 yearaof MembersaboTO 

age or apwuds be drawn* he shall be exeused from serving oo any select ^^^y ^^^^^ 

coBunitiee to be appointod by virtue of this Act, if he reqiure it, andTori^r excused. 

the cause of such eaease upon oath. 

23. AND be it enaoted. That if the aame of any member who has Or members 
served mi oae such select committse during the same session be dia!wn» he ^}^^J^^'^ V^ 
shall, if he require it, boescased irom serving again in any sach select ^^ ^ select^ 
comaatlee, assess the House shalli before the day appointed for tahiag committee 

the said petitioa into considaiatioa, haye resolved that the muaber ol during the same 
members who have aot served on any sach select committee in the f«ne '^'^c^^* 
semion is insuflicieat to fulfil the parpoaes of this Act respecting the 
choice of such select committee. 

24. AND be it enacted. That no member, who, aftor having beea As to excused 
s^pointed to serve on any such select committoe^ shall, on account o| D^^ii^hers. 
inability or accident, have been excused from attending the same through- 
out, shall be deemed to havo served on any such committee. 



y^ APPENDIX. 

If meuben 25, AKD be it maetod, Th«t if any other member thall oiler amy oter 

oiler oOker ex- eionie, fhe rabManoe of <he allecatioiit shall be taken down by the said 

ciiiei» the opi> . ^ 

nion of the ^Mrk, in order that the same may afterwards be entevad on tiie jonmals. 

House to be and the opinion of the Honte shall then be taken thereon ; and if the 

taken thereon. House shall resolve that the said member ought not to be compiled to 

serve on sueh select committee, he also shall be excuaed from such aer- 

vice : Provided always, that tlie said member shall thereupon verify upon 

oath the allegations so taken down by the clerk. 
Members ex- 26. AND be it enacted, That in case the House shaU proceed in man- 
^^apfi;^; nerafomsaki to form succesdve lists, in order to femitJo or more such 
espedafty to cosMuttees, and any member whose name is drawn shall be excused for 
one petition some reason which applies specially to any one petition, the name of such 
may be re- member shall be returned into the glass from whence it has been takes, 

so that it might be again drawn by lot upon any of the following petitiona. 
m *^1bm^ 27. AND be it enacted. That instead of the members so set aside and 

cuied othen ^c*""^* ^^ name of other members shall be drawn, who may» in like 
to be drawn, manner, be set aside or excused, and others drawn to supply their pkoes* 
If number of until the whole number of 33 members not liable to be so set aside or 

33 members excused shall be complete ; and if the number of 33 members, not set 
cannot be com- ., . '^ I , . ^ - w, i. « j . .t. 

pletcd, Houae ^"^ ^^' excused, cannot be completed, the House shall proceed in the 

to adjourn. manner they are hereinbefore directed in case tiieve be lem than 100 mao^ 
But if one bers preaent at the time prescribed for counting the House, and so from 

b^fomed ^^y *® ***y' ^ "^'* •• ** **^ ^^^ ^'PP«" • PROVIDED ALWAYS. 

the House may ^"^^ ^^ ^^° ^' ^"^^"^ '^^^ petitions are to be taken into consideration on 

proceed with the same day, and .it shall happen by reason that a sufficient number of 

other hnnness ; members liable to serve ate not present in the House, timt successive lista 

for the rem^^. cannot be formed in manner aforesaid, upon all such petitions, yet the 

ing petitions House may neverthelew proceed to form tiie list or lists, and appoint the 

may be ad- select committee or committees upon one or more of such petitions, as far 

joumed. im ^^ ^^ enabled so to do by the number of members present; and may, 

afler such appointment, proceed to any other buriness ; and the order or 

orders for taking the remaining petition or petitions into consideratien 

shall be adjourned, as hereinbefofe is directed in case there be less than 

100 members present at the time prescribed for counting the House. 

When lists are 28. AND be it enacted, That as soon as thirty-^ree members shall 

Houm^to p«t ^*^ '^^ ^ chmea by lot, Uie Housemay proceed to take any oUier such 

ceed to otner portion into consideration as may have been appointed to be considered 

business. on that day, and if there be none such, then the doors of the House shall 

be opened, and the House may proceed upon any other buuness. 
How to proceed 29. PROVIDED always, and be it enacted, That if alter counting the 
where a list House in the manner herdnbefore mentioned there be less than one hnn- 
^'^^ kt^ dred members present, or if thirty-three members, not set aside or excused, 

cannot be completed, as hereinbefore is provided, the House shall not 
proceed upon any business whatever, except to adjourn the order of the 
day for taking any such petition into consideration, in manner herein- 
before directed, or to proceed upon any order of the day for the call of 
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tlie HiMMe whkb shall have ben ffwi o wly faed far UmH day, aad to 
diiectihttl the Ho«ae» in puinaiioe «f mA ander* be thea called efrer, if 
theyriiall so think fit, or to diraet tibai swhoider of the day for die call 
of the House shall be adyonned to saeh fatme day as they shall appoint, 
and in either of snch cases to cone to such lesolntiona, and to make sneh 
Olden relating tiiSMto, as to the Honse shall seesi meal ; and in case no 
Older of the day for a call of dm House shall hawe been psetionsly find 
for that day, then to otder that the House shall be called over on snch 
fntare day as they shall i^poin^ and to make snch oideni relating thereto 
as they shall think necessary, and in such case to make snch other oideis 
as to them shall seem expedient, farenforang the attendance oflhesMmberi 
n^n die bnuness of the Honse, and that the Hoese shall then adjoom to 
the same day to which the order or oiders far taking into consideration 
any such petition or petitions shall have been adjooned, and so ftem 
time to time, as occasion shall reqnire ; and in case no snch pioceedings 
with respect to any call of the Honse, or other the matters before mentioned, 
shall take place, or if in the comae of those proceedings the Honse shall 
be adjoonied for want of members, the Honse shall be deemed and taken, 
and diall be declared to be adjonmed to the same day to which each oider 
or orden shall have been adjourned : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that in 
case the diirty-thiee members not set aside or excnied cannot be com- 
pleted, it shall not be lawful far the Honse to proceed upon any of the 
matters before asentioDed until the door of the Honse is nnlocked, and 
the parties, their counsel and agents, are withdrawn firom the bar. 

30. ANDbeitenactsd,Thatassomi as the said thir^-three memben ^1*^ o^^® 
shall have been so chosen by lot, the petitioners and sitting member or ^^^^ i^q 
members, or any party who may have been admitted to defand the return, given to the 
or to defend any right of election, and all the parties, their counsel or parties who are 
agents, shall immediately withdrew, together with the clerk appointed to ^ 7|^^^^\ 
attend the said select committee ; which cleik shaU fornish a Ust of the ^^j^l^^^ 
thirty-three members to each of the parties ; and the petitioners and sitting eleven, 
member or members, or sudi party as may have been admitted as afore- 
said to defend the letam or ri^t of election, their counsel or agents, be- 
ginning on the part of the petitioners, shall alternately strike off one of the 
said thirtj^thsee members, until the said number shall be reduced to eleven ; 
and the said clerk, within one half hour at furthest from the time of the 
parties withdrawing from the House, or if the doors of the House shall at 
the expiration of such half hoar be closed, then immediately after they 
shall be opened, shall deliver info the Honse the names of the eleven 
meaibers then remaining, and the said eleven members shall be sworn at 
the table well and truly to try the matter of the petition refened to them, 
and a true judgment to gtre according to the evidence, and shall be 
deemed and taken to be a select conunittee legally appointed to try and 
determine the merits of the return or election appointed by the House to 
be by them taken into consideration, from and after the time of any such 
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Mitet coQMiillM Imtmg hma mmm $A 4iM tiMe; ud the Hewe sImlH 
arte "Hit «M Mltet^ioiaBiittee to meet «t a oertain time, to be ^xed by 
t1« Hetae, nUok feMl be<«rilhUi tirenfty-liar heun of the appoiaftmeiit 
of tiM .eeUI aeleot eoanwltee, vnleet e^Simday, CkrieCnuift-day, or Good 
Ffkhty ehall ialer^WM ; and the |iiae)5 ef their neetib^ and siting ihaH 
be lene eoavenieHt roem or flace adjacesf to 4iie iieaie of Gommeos, 
piopeily -|ii<epmd fcr tintt pufpttse* 
Members 91. AN^D be it e&aeled. That en the paitiet wHbdrawiag as afoiesaiil, 

chosen not to a^ Hoimm ehall eenlinve sHing, and the eaid thklgr-tfaree members no 
^^^'jf ehein by 'lot shall not depart the Honse tUl the time far the meeting of 
committee is **<^ ^^i^oet commiltoe ehall be fend. 

fixed. 93. AND 'be it enacted, That if tMw ormofe^aach pelslions are to be 

When several tahen l«to-eonsideralion en tiie stme dqr, it shall be Uwfal for the paitiea, 
2j^°.^*^^q their eonasel or agents, to wididnnr from the Hense as soon as die list of 
sideration, par- thirty^thfea naotos Aall have been draini, in eider to fann the ccmmillee 
ties may re^ce for •tiMsttrialsif laeh petition te^eotively, and for the cMc i^pointed to 
th %^1^^^^ attond the said ceeDsniHee to retom Ae fednoed list in the time intervemng 
commit^'may ^**''*** tanftwo ballots ; and the toemben tanaimi^ npon any of the 
leave. taid^redneed liats shaH be wmum at the toble, and shall be at liberty forth- 

with to depart from the Honse. 
If more than ^ AND be it enantod, That 4f, on a complatnt by petition of an «n- 
two parties on due eleetien or retnrn, theie ehall be mere than two parties before tiie 
^V^ h^' '^^^ ^ distinet interests, or complaining or eomplamed of npon distinct 
to strike o^ ^ gronnds,- arhoae right to be elected or retocned may be afiecied by tbedeter* 
the name of minaitian of any soch aeleot conmittoe, each of fthe aaid parties shall snc- 
a member from oessieely strike eS a menriber frem the 'thaty«^we members chosen by 
the thirty-three ]o|^ until tthe lame ^uaotber U rednced to deven, in tiw same manner as is 
unuf r^uced ^""wnbeftre directed for the etiikhig oif of a member by each party, and 
to 1 1. the lisieC the thirty-three members ehosen by lot shall for this purpose be 

given to all the said parties ; and the order in winch the said parties shadl 
so strike eif the said aaembers shaU be determined by lot after tiiey aie 
withdrawn -foom -Ae bar, and in like manner shall be determined the order 
in whJtththe patties in petitions complaiung of the same donble return 
shall strike off tiie said memben ; and the eleven members remaining on 
the aaid redueed list shall be sworn at the table, and be a select com- 
mittee for the pnrposes afoiesud. 
Regulations for 84. AJND be it enacted, That if within one hour after the time appointed 
the trials of the for taking any petition complaining of an undue election or return, or 

merits of peti- Qmiauoii to make a return, into consideration, the sitting member or sittinfF 

tions where no , • ,^*^ . ,u ^^ i. n * v u- i^ 

opposing party ">^QO^hen,'Or other party oppostog the petition, shall not appear, by hmself 

appears. or themselves, or his or ^eir counsel or agents, or if at the time so appoint- 

ed an aforesaid there shall <be no party .before the House opposing such pe- 
tition, or any <pet]|vw touching a rightof election, the House shall proceed 
to ai^int.a sele<A comoikittee to try the merits of such petition in the fol- 
lowing jnaaner ; (that is to say,) that the names of thirty-three members 
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Aall be dfftWB in ^ MMtter^ h a wiirtw i iM e pntcrihed \\mi m nd^amg tks 
Kit <lf s«ch aanes la eleveSf Ihe ^Md of the f^eity oppeneg tiie yetitiMi 
sbail be flupplied by tiie elerk eppe^ted- le atlMd <be leld committee, who 
AeU, as often as it shall eene to bis tam, as supplying the pleee of such 
pesrty^ strfte ent thnt tene which then rfiall be first on iheeaid list. 

35. AND be it enacted, That the same method of ledueing l9ie Kst of Keducing liats 
membeis dmwn to elem lihflill be followed whenever nny petty ehall wute ^^^ ^^ V^^ 
his right of striking off names ftom the said titt. riirht. 

96. AND be it enacted. That if the leCnming offioer er officers by 
whom any TOtttm oaght to have been made or has been malle shall aftlend 
the ai,»;^HM. uv-petiti.. e.mpl«m.K f ny '»d.«d«tk« .rmtwi, ^^ ^f P^ 
or o mis s i on to make aTetnm, u ordered to be tricen into consideration, in returniniToffi- 
co ne e qn ence -of -sneh order and notice as is hereinbefore d e sc r i b ed, and in cera, who have 
ease tibeie shallbe more petitions than one presented on distinct interests, been ordered to 
or eonqptuniag'Vpon different grounds, the Home shall detemune from the ^^^°^> ^^^^ 
natnve of the case, whether tiie letttming officer -or officers, his mi their ^'^ 
oonnael or agents ihall, together with snehpetitionen, be entitled to strike 
off from the list of members dmwn by lot, in the manner heretnbefofe di- 
rected in cases where &ere ^U be more than tiro parties before the 
Hottse, or whether sadi list shall be leduced by the parties severally pre* When return- 
siting such petitions ^nly ; and if 8n<A officer or officers cannot be found '^^fS officers do 
to 'be served with such notice or order, or being serred shall -not appear, ^^ 
by 'himself OTthemseWes, his or their counsel or agents, at the day and time 
appointed for ti^ng such petition into consideration, tiieflouie may permit 
or authorise any peiuon to appear in the stead of him or tiiem, and in like 
maittier shall decide whether the person so noorinafeed or appmnted to ap- 
pear in the place of such returning offices or officers shall be entitied to 
Strte off from the said fist of thirty-three members so drawn by lot, as 
aforesaid, as it might do in case the returning officer or offieers bad ap- 
peared. 

-37. AND be it*enacted. That eveiy sneh seleet eonmnttee shi^on their Committee to 
meeth% elect a diaiiman ; and if in the election of a chairman there be ®^^ ^ chair- 
an equal numberof voiaes, the member whose name was fint drawn in th^ ^"^^'^ 
House Shall hafve a cas&ig ^Niice ; so likewise, in case them should ever be 
occasimi ior electing a new ehaiiman,«n the* death or neeessaiy absence 
of the chairman tot elected. 

98. AND be it«enaeted, That eveiy'sudi committee uhaXi or mi^ be at- Committees to 
tended by aperson well skilled in the art of writing short-hand, who shall ^/^^^^^^ 
be especially i^»poiated by the clerk of the House of Commons for the fL^ier 
time being, and sworn by the chairman fiutiifiilly andtntly to tdce down, 
in short-hand, the evidee«e adduced before such committee, and from day 
today, as occasion may lequiie, to transcribe er cause the same to be tran- 
scribed in words at length, for the use of such comnuttee. 

89. AND be it enacted. That every such select committee shall have Committee em- 
power to send for peisonsy p^ers, and records, and to examine any person Powered to 
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•ead far and wfco- wnr fcsie tsbtcribed Ike pedliaa whiA sack idert commhtee sball 
f?y ^- £^" knre keen nifii kd to tij and ddefmiae, exoepi it shall oftheiwiifi appe^ 
and raDomu ^ """^ ceaaittee Aat nek panoB is aa intevested witness, and sbaU 
TTTifTrf all tbe witnesses wko casBe beCova tkem npon oath ; and if any 
pewonsmmnwiedbj sack select comimttec, or by the warrant of the Speaker 
of the House of Coaoonons, skali disob^ sock sonunonsj or if ai)y wUneas 
befim sack select coannittee shaH give ialse evidence, or prevaricate, or 
2^, shall otherwise misbdiave in giving or refasing to give evidence, the chair- 
tiie castodv of ""^ *^ '"^ select conuoitleey by dieir directions, may at any time during 
the Serjeant at tke coarse of their proceedings i^ort the same to tiie House for the inter- 
aims. position of their authority or censure, as the case may require and majr 

by a warrant ander his hand, directed to the serjeant at arms attending tl^ 
House of Commons, or to his depa^ or d^«ties, commit such yfSfitOk {not 
being a peer of the realm or lord of parliament) to the custody of the said 
Serjeant, withoat bail or maii^prixe, for any time not exceeding twentj-fonr 
hours, if die House shall then be sitting, and if not, then for a tune.nol 
exceeding twenty*four hours after the hour to which the House shall thea 
be adjourned. ' 
Committee to 40. AND be it enacted. That every such select committee shall tiQr Um 
decide, and to merits of the return or election, or botii, and shall determine, by a majori^ 
^^S^ ^tnih» ^ voices of such select coounittee, irfiddier the petitioners or tbe sitting 
House. &c. members, or either of them, be duly returned or elected, or whether the. 
election be void, or whether a new writ ought to issue, which determin- 
ation shall be final between the parties (except as is hereinafiei: prQ?idfid 
for) to all intents and purposes ; and the Hou8e,on being informed .th^yeof 
by the chairman of the said select committee, shall order the same to be 
entered in their Journals, and give the necessary directions for confirming 
Decisbn to be ^'^ altering the return, or for ordering a return to be made, or for issuing 
final, except in & new writ for a new election, or for carrying the said determination into 
certain cases, execution, as the case may require ; and every such committee, at the 
same time that they inform the House of their final determinatiox\on the 
Connnittee to merits of the petition which they were sworn to try, shall also report to 
report whether the House whether such petition did or did not appear to them to be fri- 
the petition or yQjous or vexatious ; and in like manner report with respect to every party 
is tn^lous or ^^^ *^^^^ ^^^® appeared before them in opposition to such petition, whe- 
vexatious^ or ther the opposition of such party did or did not appear to them to be 
whether the frivolous or vexatious ; and if no party shall have appeared before them in 
return is vex- opposition to such petition, they shall then report to the House whether 
corruot. *^^^ election or return, or such alleged omission of a return, as shall be 

complained of in such petition (according as they case may be), did or 
did not appear to them to be vexatious and corrupt. 
Committees 41. AND be it enacted. That if any such select committee shall come 

may report to any resolution other than the determination above mentioned, they 

their determi- shall, if they think proper, report the same to the House for their opinion, 
nations on other , ,%%-,. <.«. . ,i . <. 

at the same time that the chairman of such select committee shall inform 
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the Hbuse of such determioation ; and the House may confirm or disagree matters to the 
wHh such leaolutioii, and make such order* thereon as to them shall seem ^^^^^ 
proper. 

• 42. AND be it enacted. That every such select committee shall sit Committees not 
ereiyday (Sunday, Christmas-day, and Good Friday only excepted), and ^ adjourn for 
shall never adjourn for a longer time than twenty-four hours, unless a Sun- ™®'®^"*" 
day, Christmas-day, or Good Friday intervene, and in such case not for hours without 
more than twenty-fours, exclusive of such Sunday, Christmas-day, or leave, &c. 
Good Friday, without leave first obtained from the House, upon motion; 
and special cause assigned for a longer adjournment ; and in case the 
Honse shall be sitting at the time to which such select committee is ad- 
jonmed, then the business of the House shall be stayed, and a motion 
shall be made for a further adjournment, for any time to be fixed by the 
Honse: PROVIDED ALWAYS, That if such select committee shall 
have occasion to apply or report to the House io relation to the adjournment 
of such select committee, the absence of the members thereof, or the non- 
attendance or misbehaviour of witnesses summoned to appear or appearing 
before them, and the House shall be then adjourned for more than twenty- 
four hours, such select committee may alsa adjourn to the day appointed 
for the meeting of the House. 

43. AND be it enacted. That no member of any such select committee Committee- 
shall be allowed to absent himself from the same without leave obtained man not to ab- 
from the House, or an excuse allowed by the House at the next sitting ^^^ himself, 
tliereof, on special cause shown and verified upon oath ; and such select Committee not 
committee shall never sit until all the members to whom such leave has to sit until all 
dot been granted, nor excuse allowed, are met ; and in case they shall not be met. 

all meet within one hour after the time to which such select committee ^^ ^.^^P^. 
shall have been adjourned, a further adjournment shall be made, in the Q^e hour ad- 
manner as before directed, and reported, with the cause thereof, to the jburnment to be 
House. "^*de. 

44. AND be it enacted, That the chairman of every suchr^select com- Q^i^irmi^ji ^ 
mittee shall at the next meeting of the House always report the name of report absen- 
every member thereof who shall have been absent therefrom without such tees, who are 
leave or excuse as aforesaid, and such member shall be directed to attend ^® ^ directed 
the House at the next sitting thereof, and shall then be ordered to be 

taken into the custody of the Serjeant at arms attending the House, for such 
neglect of his duty, and otherwise punished or censured, at the discretion 
of the House, unless it shall appear to the House, by facts specially stated 
and verified upon oath, that such member was by a sudden accident, or 
by necessity, prevented from attending the said select committee. 

45. AND be it enacted. That if more than two members of any such xf more than 

select committee shall on any account be absent therefrom, such select two memberi 

committee shall adjourn in the manner hereinbefore directed, and so be absentf 

from time to time, until nine members are assembled, except as is here- c^^*''****®^ t<^ 

- ., J "^ adjouro. 

'after provided. "* 

[SrafJaW.] o 
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If any com- 46. AND be H enacted. That in case the number of memben ableto 

^^S '^ '^' attend any eoeh lelect committee shall, by death or otherwise, be nn- 
.|^ ^ avoidably rednced to less than nine, and shall so continue for the space 

the non-attend- ^^ three sitting days, such select committee shall be dissolved, and ano- 
ance of its ther chosen to try and determine the matter of such petition in manner 
members, it aforesaid ; and all the proceedings of such former select committee shall 
soWed Mw t »» ^oid and of no effect : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that whenever any 
as herein *^^^ committee khall have sat for business fourteen days, not including 

mentioned. those days on which they shall have adjourned on account of the absence 
of any member, nor including Sunday; Christmas-day, or Good Friday, it 
shall and may be lawful for them to proceed to business, if a number of 
members not less than eight be present ; and in avch case the committee 
shall not be dissolved by reason of the absence of the inembers, unless 
the number of members able to attend the same shall, by death or other- 
wise, be unavoidaUy reduced to less titan eight, and shall so continue for 
the space of three sitting days ; and whenever any such committee shsSl 
in like manner have sat for business twenty-five days, or shall have di- 
rected any coumissiott to be issued for the examination of evidence in 
Irelan^i under the provisions of an Act passed in the 42d year of the 
rngn of His late Majesty, and intituled " An Act for regulating the trial 
of controvert^ elections, or fetnms of members to serve in the united 
parliament for Ireland," it shall and may be lawful for them to proceed to 
business, if a number of members not less than seven be presedt ; and in 
such case the committee shall not be dissolved by reason of the absence 
of the members, unless the number of members able to attend the same 
shalU by death or otherwise, be unavoidably reduced to less thsa seven, 
and shall so continue for the space of three sitting days. 
When com- 47. AND be it enacted. That whenever any feueh select committee shall 

mittee is aeii- ^^^y it necessary to deliberate among themtelves upon any question 
room to be which shall arise in the course of the trial, or upon the determination 
cleared, &c. thereof, or upon any resolution concerning the matter of the petition re- 
ferred to them as aforesaid, as soon as such select committee shall have 
heard the evidence and counsel on both sides relative thereto, the room or 
place in which they shall sit shall be cleared, if they shall think proper, 
whilst the members of such committee consider thereof; and all such 
questions,, as well as such determinaUons, and all other resolutions, shall 
be 1^ a majority of voices ; and if the voices shaH be equal, including the 
voice of such chairman, the chairman shall have a casting voice. 
No determina- 48, AND be it enacted. That no determination shall be made hy any 
Uon to be made g^^]^ committee on any question whatsoever, save and except such as may 
xmttM^ unUss '"^ ^^ consequence of the absence of any member, unless the number of 
the requisite members hereinbefore required be present : PROVIDED ALWAYS, 
number of that no member shall be entitled to vote on the determination of any 
members are question who has not attended during every sitting of such committee, 
^ except such at which the committee shall have met and adjourned in 
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maiuMhr hcnilibefoito directed, in coueqiseaet of tHe afakence of snch 
member* 

49. AND be it enacted^ Thai the oath* by thit Act directed tb- be How oaths are 
taken in the Houafe ahidl be aditiinistend' by the laid oltok dt clerk asakt^ to be admin is • 
aQt» and that the Mitbs directed by Uiia Act to be tiken bisfore aHy aelctet ^^^^f ^^' 
eommitt^ shall be aldminialered by the clerk attending auch select corn* 

mittee ; and that ali pemns who shall' be guiity or wilful and'comipt per* 
jury- in any evsdence which thiiy shall give before the House or sucheom* 
mittee, in coaaequenee of the oath which the^ shall have taken by tbb 
direction i>f this Act,- shall on conviction thereof incur and safTer the lite 
painis and penalties to which any other person convicted of wilful' and cos^ 
wvpi pecjttiy is liable by the laws and statutes of the lealnu ' . 

50. AND be it enacted^ That Whehever any cdasmittee appointed ta v\rhen the 

try the^merits ol any swBh' petition at aibresaid dhall be of opinion -that the merits of a pe- 
merits ol anch petition do wholly or in part depend on aay'queation or tition depend 
S^oeaU^oa^ which shall be beforrtham respecting thh right of election Ux ^^ ^"/^-^^^^he 
the GQunty, cityv barongh, distrid of burghs^ port, or other plaoe (a which j^J^ ^f ^i^_ 
sach peftstion'shaUielate, or aespeotisg'th&Tight of choosing, nombating, tion, &c. 
or appoiiinting-the tttninaag oSMt or retuTnitig officerawho is or ar^ to committee to 

make cetttm of aachalvition, the said aoiMaitt«e in sach ease shall r»> '^^1"^^. ^^^' 
1 .1 i>,*. i< .«. «,i. ments in writ- 

quire the counad or agents for UMr'seveml parties, or if there' sfaaU be noae JQg ^f j-u^h 

oneh h^lore them^> shaU tfaes rkqmte tlia parties ihams^vas, to deliver ta rights, and to 
UiQ<tokMof snch Gominittee statements in writtng of th* light of election, report thereon, 
or of choosing^ nominating, or appohtthrgietuniiag affitera, for which 
they lesfiectively contend; and the coniButtee'shall come to cUstinct rdso- 
ItttiDnaon snch atitements, andahali, at the tome time thai they repoirtte 
the HiMiae-thc&r' final detcrmtaaiiatt* oil the merita of sudi petition, also 
cepoii to the Houae aneh atatemant or sfvtemiBnts, together' with their 
jttdgoMnt vith f espeoi thereto ; and sueh report afaall Ibeeenpon be entered 
in thejaumals of the House, andnatiea thereof shall he acnt by the Speaker 
to llM^afaeriff-or other vetufaing^officer'of the pilade*td which the same ahaU 
lalale; and a traa/ copy of sneh'nntiofl shall, by saeh sheriff or other re- 
turning oiBcer, be forthwith affiaed to the doors of the county hall or town 
haU; or of the parish church neariea^'to the pladB'^ahere'sueh election has 
usaaUy been held, and such notiee shall also W iasertody by* older of the 
fipeaker, in ohe'of the two noKt London 'Gaaattea. 

51. AND be at enacted. That whenever any such i^ortwlth respect to Petitions of 
aaefa r^ts, any or etthiar of tham, shall he made to the Htese, it shall appeal may 
and ttiay be lawful for any person or persona -within six montha next after ^ presented 
the day on which such report shall have been made to the House, or in ^ji))^^. ^ix 
caae Vdsh six! in^ntfaa shall end between ^ time^hen the present o^ any months after 
futart^Iianeat shall beii^solf^d or ^hall expire and the day on which report has htten 
the tiext parliament ahall meet, or in oaae such six months shall expire ™^^^ ^J^ ^"y 
during any recess, either by the prorogation of parliament, or by the ^^^^ trc^ 
adjoumiMnt of the House pf ' Commona for- feurteen days intervening 

c 2 
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between the day of adjourmnent and the day to which the Home idiaU be 

io adjouraed, then within fbarteen dayi next after the first dey of the next 

parlitment, or of the next leuion of the same parliameBt, or of the next 

meeting of the House of Commons, as the case may be» to fiettdon th« 

House to be admitted as a psr^ or parties to oppose those rights, any or 

either of them, which shall have been deensed valid in the jndgment of 

such committee; and that such petition, when presented, shall be ordered 

by the Honse to lay on the table till such six months, or such fourteen 

days as aforesaid, shall be expired ; and that within twen^-one sittiog 

days after the expiration of soch six months, or fourteen days, a day and 

hour shall be appointed by the House for taking the same into considera- 

. tion, so that the space of fourteen days at the least shall always intervene 

between the day on which such order shall be made aad the day appointed 

by the House for taking the same into consideration ; and such day and 

hour may from time to time be altered as to the House shall seem fit ; 

and notices of such day and hour, aad of such alteration thereof, shall 

be sent to the several persons who have petitioiied the House leepecting 

such rights* in like manner as done in other cases: PROVIDED 

ALWAYS, that if no such petition shall be presented within the times 

above limited for presenting the same, the said judgment of such committee 

on soch question or questions shall be held and taken to be final and c<m* 

elusive in all subsequent electioos of members of puiiament for that place 

to which the same shall relate, and to all intents aad purposes whatsoever; 

any usage to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Notice of the 62. AND be it enacted. That whenever a day or hour shall be ap. 

|i^™5^*^^^^'^^^ pointed by the House for taking any such petition into consideration, 

into insider- i^ytioe of such day and hour shall be inserted, by order of the Speaker, in 

ation to be one of the two next London Gazettes, and also shaU be sent by him to the 

inserted in the sberiff or other returning officer for the place to which such petition shall 

Gazette, and ^^^^ and a true copy of such notice shall, by the said sheriff or other 

sent to r6turn" 

ine officers &c. vBtarning officer, be fiinthwith affixed to the doors of the county hall or 

town hall, or of the parish church nearest to the place where soch election 
bas usually been held. 
Who may be • 63. AND be it enacted. That it shall and may be lawful for any person 
admitted par- or persons, at any time before the day so appointed for taking each peti* 
th ' ^ ht T^ ^^ ^'^^ consideration, to petition the House to be admitted as a par^ or 
elMtion &c. P^^M 1<^ defond aoch right of election, or of choosing, nominating, or 
appointing the returning officer or officers ; and auch person or persons 
shall thereupon be so adUnitted* and ahall be considered as such to all 
intents and purposes whatever. . 
Committees of 54. AND be it enacted. That at the hour appointed by the House for 
appeal, how to taking such petition into consideration, the House shall proceed to appoint 
be appointed. ^ ^ect committee to try the merits thereof, in the same manner as select 
committees are hereinbefore l>y this Act directed to be appointed : PRO- 
VIDE];) ALW AYS, that if the name of any member shall be drawn who 
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ilkftll hare larved on the select committee whoie determiaation formt the 
subject of compluiit in the petition then about to be taken into considera* 
tien» the name of such member shall not be entered in the list of names 
drawn ; and such select committee shall be sworn to try and determine the 
merits of such petition, so far as the same relate to any qirestion or ques- 
tiona lespectiag the right of election for the. place to which the petitioQ 
shall relate, or respecting the right of appointiog, nominating, or choosing 
the returning officer or returning officers who are to make return of such 
election; and the determination of such committee on such question or Their determi* 
questions shall be entered in the journals of the House, and shall be held nation to be 
^id taken to be final and conclusive in all subsequent elections of mem- * 
here of parliament for that place to which the same shall relate, and to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever ; any usage to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

55. AND be it enacted. That all and every the rules, regulations, au* Powers and 
thorities, or powers prescribed and given by this Act to select committees i^Kula|ioQB 
for the trial of controverted elections or returns, shall be in full force and election com- 
effect with respect to select committees hereby appointed for the trial of mittees to ex- 
such question or questions of right as aforesud : PROVIDED ALWAYS, tend to appeal 
tliat the several rules and regulations hereinbefore mentioned, by which committees, 
certain persons are directed to enter into recognizances^ and by which certain 
persona are made liable to the payment of costs, in the particular manner 
and in the several cases hereinbefore specified, shall not be construed to 
apply to the case of any petition presented to oppose or defend the'deter- 
miaation of any select committee on any question or questions respecting 
the right of election, or of chooaing> nominating, or appointing a returning 
officer or returning officers. 

66* AND be it enacted. That whenever it shall happen that parliament Committees not 
shall be prorogued, after any petition complaining of an undue election or dissolved by 
return, or of the omission to return, shall have been presented, but shall ^^e prorogation 
not have been taken into consideration, the House shall, within two days L.^ ^^^^^ > 
after the next meeting of parliament, appoint a day and hour for taking the 
same into considention ; and if the parliament shall be prorogued while 
any select committee appointed under the authority of this Act shall be 
sitting for the trial of any such petition as aforesaid, and before they shall 
have reported to the House their determination thereon, such committee 
shall not be dissolved by such prorogation, but shall be thereby adjourned 
to twelve o'clock on the day immediately following that on which parlia- 
ment shall meet again for the dispatch of business (Sundays, Good Friday, 
and Christmas-day, always excepted) ; and all former proceedings of such 
committee shall remain and continue to be of the same force and effect as 
if parliament had not been so prorogued ; and such committee shall meet 
on the day and hour to which it shall be so adjourned, and shall thence- 
forward continne to sit from day to day, in the manner hereinbefore pro- 
vided, until they shall have reported to the House their determination on 
the merits of such petition. 
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CosU, when 57. AND be U enacted, Tli«t wtaiever any cammittee appoiated ta 
incurred by rpftgider Uie pierile of any petitipB cwnpleimagef an uadue elaction or 
^ ^ ' * retpfQ. er ef the omUsioa to letan any aaeaiber or nemben to parliameat, 
shall report to the Hovae with a^ecft to any aach {wftition (eaeept as is 
Under what hereiabefgfe excepted), that the aame appeared le them to be firivoloiis or 
' circumstances yeal»o«s, the party or parties* if any, who shall hare appeared before the 
Ibeen Tot^ (H^ committee Ia fl|^aition to sach petition, shall be entitled to recoYor from 
voloQs or vex- ^^ peison or persons, or any of them» who shall have signed such petition, 
atious, the lull ooats and ej^ioes which each party or parties ahall have incurred 

in opposing tbe same* such costs and expences to be ascertained in the 
manper heninafler directed. 
Costs when ^ AND be it enacted. That whenever soch committee shall report to 

incurred by the House, with respect to the opposition nude ta aach petition by any 
parties op- party or parties who shall have appeared before tiiemy that such o|^wsitioD 
T^^^^^ ' Appeared to be Irivolous or vexatious, the person or penons who ahall have 
sigoed such petition shell be entitled to recover from auch party or parties, 
or any of them, with respect to whom such report shall be made, the fall 
costs and ezpencea which such petitioner or petitioners shall respectivdiy 
have incurred in prosecuting their petition, such ooets and expences to be 
fkscertaiaed in the manner hereinafter directed. 
Costs, when £^. AND \m U enacted. That whenever no party shall have appeared 
mcurrra where jj^^j^ ^y ^^^ committee in opposition to such petition, and such com- 
pesn to oppose ^i^^^ ^l'*^! report to the House, with respect to the election or return, or 
a petition, &c. to the alleged omission of a return, or to the alleged insufficiency of a 
return, c9mpUin^ of in any such petition, that the aame appeared to 
them to he vi^^tious «or corrupt, the person or persons who shall have 
feigned such petition shall be entitled to recover from the sitting member 
or sitting members (if any) wbese eleetioa or retnm shall be complained 
of in such petiUpn (such sitting member of sitting members not having 
given jiotice as aforesaid of his or their intention not to defend the same), 
or from any other person or persons whom the House shall have admitted 
or directed to be made a party or parties to oppose such petition, the foil 
costs and expences which such petitioner or petitioners shall have incwied 
in prosecuting their petition , such costs and expences to be ascertaiaed 
in the manner heseinafter directed. 
Costs, how to 60. AND be it enacted, That the costs and expences of proaecttting or 
be ascertained, pppo^iqg any petition presented under the provisions of this Act, and the 
costs, expenoea, and fees which shall be due and payable to any witness 
summoned to attend before such committee, or to any clerk or officer of the 
^quse of Cprnmons, upon the trial of any such petition, shall be ascer* 
tained in manner following ; (that is to say,) that on application made 
to the Speaker of the House of Commons, within three months after the 
determinatijOn of the merits of such petition, by any such petitioner, 
Pfirty* witness, or officer, as before mentioned, for ascertaining such costs, 
expences, or fees, the Speaker shall direct the same to bfs taxed by two 
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jfBnoas, of whom the dM or obo of the cMtt tssbttiit of the Home 
diall always he oae» and one of the foltowing officen, not being a member 
of the House, shall be the other ; (that is to aky,) masters in the High 
Court of Chancery, clerks in the Court of King's Bench, prothoiiotaries in 
the Court of Common Pleas, and clerics in the Court of Exchequer ; and 
the persons so authorized and directed to tax such (fosti, ezpences, and 
fees shall and they are hereby required to examine the same, and to report 
the amount thereof, together with the name of the party liable to ^y the 
seme, to the Speaker of the said House, who shall, upon applicatiofn made 
to him, deliver to the party or parties a certificate, signed by himself, 
expressing the amount of the costs, expences, and fees allovivd ia such 
Deport, together with the name of the party liable to pay the same ; and 
the penons so appointed to tax such costs, expences, and fees, and report 
the amount thereof, are hereby authorized to denmnd and receive for such 
taxation and report such fees as shall be from time to time ixed by tny 
resolution of the House ; and such certificate so signed by the Speaker 
shall be conclusive evidence of the amount of such demands, in idl cases 
and for all purposes whatsoever ; and the witness, officer, or party claim- 
ing under the same shall, upon payment thereof, give a receipt at the foot 
^6uch certificate, which shall be a sufficient discharge for the same. 

61. AND be it enacted. That in all cases the persons heieinb^ore Costo to be 
authorized and .directed by the Speaker of the House of Commons to tax **'^* 
such costs and expences shall allow all reasonable costs as betvTeen at- 
torney and client. 

62. AND be it enacted. That each of the persons so authorized as Persons ap- 

aforesaid by the Speaker of the House of Commons to tax such costs, T^^'^^^ ^ tax 

costs eoiDOW' 
expences, or fees, and also any master of the High Court of Chancery, or ^^ totakeaffi* 

any of His Majesty's justices of the peace, shall be, and they and each of davits. 

thetn are hereby authorized and empowered to take any affidavit relative 

to s«ch costs, expences, or fees, or the taxation or non(faymeat thereof, 

and to administer the oath 'for taking such affidavit; and all and every 

person convicted- of wilfully false swearing in any affidavit adthotiaed to 

be made by this Act, shall be deemed guilty of and sufihr the penalties on 

persons convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury. 

63. AND be it enacted. That it shall and may be lawful for the party Costs, how to 
or parties entitled to such costs and expences, or for his, her, or their he recovered, 
executors or administrators, to demand the whole amount thereof, so cer- 
tified as above, from any one or more of the persons- respectively who are 
hereinbefore made liable to the payment thereof in the several cases here- 
inbefore mentimed, and in case of nonpayment thereof to recover the 

same by action of debt in any of His Majesty's courts of record at West- 
minster, in which action it shall be sufficient for the plaintiff or plaintiffs 
to declaure that the defendant or defendants is or are indebted to him or 
them in the sum to which the costs and expences, ascertained in manner ■ 
aforesaid, shall amount, by virtue of this Act ; and the certificate of such 
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Speaker *• cer. vmount, fb signad M AloMMid by the Spmkor, tkiill hive (he hro9 and' 

'If^^^ !^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ wwraot to oanfeM jndgnent; and the court im which s«eh 

warrant to con- '^^^'^ *^^ ^ commenced shell, upon motion, end on the prodactien of 

fess judgment. *^''^^ certificate, enter up judgment in favour of the plaintiff or plaialith 

named in such certificate, for the sum specified therein to be due from tiie 

defendant or defendants in such action, in like manner as if the aaid 

defendant or defendants had signed a waixant to oonfesa judgment in 

the said action to that amount. 

Persoos paying 64. AND be it enacted. That in every case where the amount of audi 

costs may re- c^|g ^id ezpences shall have been so recovered from any perami oi* 

To^thJr^^^' P^'*®'^' ^^ *^^^ '^^'^ ^^y ^ ^9wfid for such person or persons to eecover 

from ether per- ^^ ^^ manner, from the other persons, or any of them (if smih tbefe shall 

sons liable be), who are liable to the payment of the same coats and expenoea, • 

thereto. proportionable share thereof, according to the number of persons so liable. 

65. AND be it enacted. That if any petitioner or petitioners who shall 

Straehej/y.Tur- have entered into such recognisance as aforesaid shall neglect or reiiiae, 

/«v,7 East, 507. for the space of seven days after demand, to pay to any witness who ahaU 

1 1 Ibid. 194. 1^^^^ 1,^^ summoned on his or their behalf, before the House or sudt 

Recognizances ^^^ committee, on the trial of such petitton, the soma so certified as 

when to be es- aforesaid by the Speaker to be due to such witness, together with the 

treated, &c. further sum of forty shillings per diem for every day during which $mh 

petitioner or petitioners shall delay to satisfy the same ; or if such petitioner 

or petitioners shall neglect or refuse, for the space of six montha alter 

demand, to pay to any officer of the House, or to any party who .shaU 

appear in opposition to the said petition, the sum so certified by the Speaker 

as aforesud to be due to such officer or party, fer their fees, coata, or 

ezpences, and that such neglect or refusal shall be proved to the Speaker'^ 

satisfaction, by affidavit sworn before any master of the High Co«rt of 

Chancery (and such master is hereby authMized to administer such oalh» 

and is authorized and required to csertify such affidavit under his haBd)» 

in every such case such person or persons shall be held to have made 

default in his or their said recogniianee ; and the Speaker of the Houee of 

Commons shall thereupon certify sueh recognizance into the Court of 

Exchequer, and shall also certify that such person or persons have made 

default therdn ; and such certificate shall be conclusive evidence of sueh 

default ; and the recognizance, Imng so certified, shall have the aame elect 

as if the same were estreated from a court of law : P&OVID£D AL« 

WAYS, That such recognizance and certificate shall in every such case be 

delivered by the clerk or one of the clerk's assistant of the House of Com* 

mons into the hands of the lord chief baron of the Exchequer, or of oee 

of the barons of the Exchequer, or of such officer as shall be appointed by 

the said court to receive the same. 

Returning offi- 66. AND be it enacted. That if any sheriff or other returning offieer or 

rer maybe sued officers shall wilfully delay, neglect, or refuse duly to return any penen 

for neglecting ^j,^ ^^^^ ^ ^ returned to serve in parliament ftir any -county, city, 

borough, district of burghs, port, or place within Great Britain, every 
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sack pemrn may, io cate it shall have been deteimiiied by a select eom- to letuni any 

miHee, appointed in the manner hereinbefore directed, that such person ^"^^ ^^ 

was •ntitled to have been Teturaedy sne the sheriff or other oiBcer or 

dfioera having so wilfnlly delayed, neglected, or refused duly to make 

anch return at his election, in any of His Majesty's courts of record at 

MFestminster, or of His Court of Session in Scotlind, and shall recover 

double the damages he shUl sustain by reason thereof, together with foil 

costs of suit, provided such action is commenced within one year affeer the 

commission of the act on which it is grounded, or within six months after 

the ooBclttsion of any proceedings in the House of Commons relating to 

such election. 

67. AND be it enacted. That this Act shall commence and take ellect Commence- 
ffomr and after the last day of the present session of parliament. ^^^^ ^ ^^^ 

Form of Reeognitamee nft r r t d to m tkit Act* 

-B« it remembered. That on the day of in the year 

ol ««r Lord before me A» B», (Speaker of the House of Com* 

BMiBs) or (one of His Majesty's justices of the peace for the county of 
) came C. D», £. F,, and J. G. (H, K. and L. M.), and seve- 
caUy acknowledged themselves to owe to our sovereign lord the king the 
IbReiwing sums ; that is to say, the said C D. the sum of lOOOt., and 
(the said £. F. and the said J, O. the sum of S00<. each), [or, in tau 
^ktro ihaulA ho f oat twrotiu, Uie said E, F., J. G., H. K,, and L. JIf. the 
snm. of 2502. each] ; to be levied on their respective goods and chattels, 
lands and tenements, to the use of our said sovereign lord the Xing, his 
heirs and successors, in case the said C, D. shall fiul in performing the 
cowHlioB hereunto annexed : 

' The condition of this recognisance is. That if the said C D. shall well 
and. truly pay all costs and ezpences and fees which shall be due and 
pajfable ft«m the said C. D. to any vritness who shall be summoned to 
give evidence in his behalf, or to any clerk or oflker of the House of 
Commons, upon the trial of the petition signed by the said C D. (com- 
plaining of an undue election or return for the [jkero itato the ptaeoj, or 
(iconplai&ing that no return has been made far the said virithin 

the- time limited by act of parliament), or (complaining that the return 
■nde far the said is not a return of a member or members, 

acceiding to the requisition of the writ) ; and if the said C D. shall also 
weU and truly pay the costs and ezpeaoes of the party who shall appear 
before the House in opposition to the said petition, in case the saidC. D. 
^hail fail to appear before the House at such time or times as shall be 
fixed -by the House for takmg such petition into consideration ; or in case 
the said C. D. shall withdraw his said petition by the permissioa of the 
House ; or in case the select committee appointed by the House to try the 
matter tff the said petition shall repoit tothe House that the said petition 
appears to them to be frivolous or vexatious ; then this recognizance to be 
void, otherwise to be of full force and effect. 



PART II. 
2*3 Wffliam IV., Cap. 65. 

* 

Ah Act to amend the Repretent&timi of tft« Peopis m SeeUend, 

inth Mf, 1832.] 

1. WHEREAS dte Uwt vliick mgnlale Ibe etoctim of members to ■crve 
in the Commont House of Parliament for SeotUmd are defectiTe^ whereby 
great inoonTeniencet and abniet have been occasioned : And whereas it 
is expedient, and would be for the evidtnt vtility of the snhjftts within 
SeotUmd, that tfaeee defects shonld be remedied, and especiaUy that mem» 
bers should be provided for places hitherto unrepresented, and the right of 
election extended to persons of profterty. and intelligence, and Uiat the 
mode of conducting eleotions should he better legvlated and etdeied : B£ 
IT therefore ENACTED by the King's moit Excellent M^esty. by and 
with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and corn- 
Scotland here* u^ns, in this prssent parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
after to have ,^g^^ jhat from and after the end of this present parliament, and in all 
^reientad v?8 , ^^^^^ parliamenU to be amembled, there shall be fifty-three repreeentntives 
thirty for conn- vetamed for Seettand to the Commons House of Fariiament, of idiom 
ties, and twen- thirty shall be for the several or conjoined shires or stewartries besttoafter 
ty-three for «namerated, and tiventy- three for the several cities, burghs, and towns, or 
towns. districts of cities, burghs, and towns, hereinafter enumerated or described. 

Burghs of ^ AND be it enacted. That after the end of this present parliament the 

Peebles and burghs of PeeHu and Seikirk shall no longer form parU of the district to 
Selkirk to be whieh they now belong, or be entitled to contribute with any other burghs 
counties'of ^ ° ^^ eleetion of any member of p«iliament» but shall, in the matter of 
Peebles and olections, be held to be parts of the counties of PeebUt and Selkirk 
Selkirk. respectively ; and in like manner that the burgh of Rethe$ey in the county 

Burgh of of Bute shall no .longer form part of the district to which it now belongs, 

Rothesay to but be held^ in the mattet of elections, to be part of the county of Bute, 
^rm part of 3^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ enacted, That of the thirty members hereafter to be returned 
to parliament by the separate or combined shires of Scotland, One shall 
f coun^es^^ always be returned by esch of the separate shires or parts of shires enu- 
hereafter to le- merated in the schedule (A.) hereunto annexed, and one by each two of 
turn members the combined shires or parte of shires enumerated and described in 
severally or schedule (B.) hereunto annexed: PROVIDED ALWAYS, that all 
join y. properties lying locally within the limite of any county or shire, though 

hitherto constituting part of some other county, shall, for the purposes of 
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titts Act, lie Md to be fwt of tke oountf within which lh«y are loctlly 
included. 

4. AND be it enacted, That of the twenty*'thi«e nembera to be leiHrned Enumeration 
far the several or eonbiaad cities, barghs, and towns of Scotland, Two °^ buwhs and 
sliall ttiways be returned by each of the separate cities, bui|;fas, and towns {o nrturn'mem- 
enwmerated and described in schedule (C.) hereunto annexed, one by bers severally 
each of the separate cities, burghs, and towns ^anmerated and described in or jointly, 
schedule (D.) heroQato aoaezed, and one by each of the districts or sets 

of cities, burghs, and towns enumerated and described in schedule (£.) 
hereunto annexed. 

5. AND be it enacted, That the linuts and boundaries of all the cities, Boundaries of 
burghs, and towns enumerated in any of the above-mentioned schedules cities, burghs, 
shall, for the purposes of this Act, be taken and held lo be according to ^^ (owns, 
the description and specification of such limits and bonadaries set Ibrth 

and contained in schedule (M.) to this Act annexed ; and all ^ proper- 
ties within the beundaries therein specified shall hereafter, for the purposes 
of this Act, be parts of the said cities, burghs, and towns, and not of the Rules for the 
adjoining or of any other county : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that the construction of 
following rules shall be observed in the construction of the several des- the descriptions 
criptions of boundaries contained in the said schedule (M.) hereunto ^i^^ schedule 
annexed ; (that is to tay,) (M.) 

L— That the words " northward," " southward,*' " eaitwaid,'' " west- 
ward," shall respectively be understood to denote only the general 
direction in which any boundary proceeds from the pmnt last described, 
and not that such boundary shall continue to proceed throughout in the 
same direction to the point next described : 
2. — ^That when any road is mentioned merely by the name of the place to 
which such road leads, the principal road thither from the city, burgh, 
or town of which the boundary is in course of desetiption shall be 
understood : 
3. — ^That whenever a line is said to be drawn freas^ to^ through, or in the 
direction of, or any distance to be measuiedifrom or to, an object, such 
line shall, in the absence of any direction to the contrary, be understood 
to be drawn from, to, through, or in tha direction of, or such distance to 
be measBved from or to, the centre of such object, . as neatly as the 
centre thereef can be ascertained : 
4. — ^Thai every building through which ortiiroogh any part whereof any 
boundary hereby established shall pass shall be ccmsidered as within 
such boundary : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that if the boundaries of 
any two or more of the cities, burghs, and towns, whereof the bounda- 
ries are hereby described, shall pass through the same building, or any 
part thereof, such building shall be considered as within that one of 
such two or more of the said cities, burghs, and towns which 
was before the passing of this Act entitled to return members 
or' a member to serve iu parliam^t,; or if neither or more 
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than one of such two or more of the laid cities, burghs, and towns slydl 
have been so entitled, then within that one of them whereof the area as 
hereby established is the smallest : 
6.-*Tbat whenever any boundary by this Act established is said to pass, 
or any distance to be measured, along any street, road, lane, or loaoing^^ 
or up, down, or along any river, stream, canal, w burn, the middle (as 
nearly as the same can be ascertained) of such street, road, lansi 
loaning, river, stream, canal, or bum shall be understood : 
6. — ^That the middle of any street, road, or lane shall be understood as 

the middle of the carriage-way along the same : 
7. — That when any boundary by this Act established is said to proceed, 
or any di&tance to be measured, along a street, road* or lane, or up, 
down, or along a river, from or to an object, such boundary shall be 
understood to proceed, or such distance to be measured (as the caae 
may be), from or to that point in the middle of such road, lane, or 
river from which the shortest line would be drawn to the centre of such 
object, as nearly as the centre thereof can be ascertained : 
8. — That the point at which any wall, inarch, boundary, street, reaidU 
lane, loaning, avenue, railway, walk, path, river, stream, canal, cur 
burn is said to meet, join, cross, reach, or leave any march, boundary^ 
street, road, lane, loaning, avenue, railway, walk, river, stream, canaj« 
* or burn, shall be understood as that point at which a line passing along 
the middle of the march, boundary, street, road, lane, loaning, avenue, 
railway, walk, river, stream, canal, or burn so met, joined, crossed, 
reached, or left, would be intersected by a line drawn along the middle 
of the wall, march, boundary, street, road, lane, loaning, avenue, 
railway, walk, path, river, stream, canal, or bum so meeting, joining", 
crossing, reaching, or leaving, if such line were prolonged suffidentlj 
far ; and that the point at which any bum or river joins any firth or the 
sea shall be understood as that point at which a line passing along the 
low- water mark of such firth or the sea would be cut by a line to be 
drawn along the middle of such humor river, if such line were prolonged 
. sufficiently far ; and that the point at which a bum or feeder joins a 
loch shall be understood as that point at which a line drawn along the 
shore of such loch would be cut by a line drawn thereto along the 
middle of such bum or feeder : 
9. — That when a line is said to be drawn to a road, lane, river, stream, or 
canal, such line shall be considered as prolonged to the middle of such 
road, lane, river, stream, or canal : 
10. — That by the words " sea*' and " shore*' shall be understood the low 

water-mark : 
11. — That if any deficiency shall be found to exist in the line of any 
boundary described in the said schedule to this Act annexed, by reason 
of the intervention of any space between any two immediately consecu- 
tive points, such deficiency shall be supplied by a straight line to be 
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diawn from the one to the other of lech tvro immediately cooiecotive 
"points. 

6. AND be it enacted. That from and after the passing of this Act no None hereafter 
person shall acM^nire, by succession, purchase, gift, or otherwise, the right to acquire votes, 
of toting for a member of parliament, either in shires, or in cities, bui^hs, «*cept as here- 
or towns, except by one or other of the qualifications hereinafter prescribed ^y{^^'. ^ut 
and directed : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that all persons who at the freeholders now 
passing of this Act shall be lawfully on the roll of freeholders of any shire enrolled in 

-in Scotland, or who shall then be entitled to be put on such roll, or who **"!*,*J°.^ 
shall, previous to the first day of March, one thoussnd eight hundred and f^^ ^jj^j^ ^y^^ 
thirty-one, have become the owners or superiors of lands affording the 
qualification for being so enrolled, shall, so long as they retain the ne- 
oeasary qualification on which they are now enrolled or are entitled to be 
enroled as aforesaid, be entitled to be registered and to vote as hereinafter 
directed in the election of a member for such shire. 

7. AND be it enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, every Qualification 
person, not subject to any legal incapacity, shall be entitled to be regis- of county 
tered as hereinafter directed, and thereafter to vote at any election for a voters, 
shire in Scotland, who, when the sheriff proceeds to consider his claim for 
registration in the present or in any future year, shall have been, for a period 

of not less than six calendar months next previous to the last day of 
'^rtguit in the present^ or the last day of July in any future year, the 
owner (whether he has made up his titles, or is infeft, or not) of any 
lands, houses, feu duties, or other heritable subjects (except debts 
heritably secured) within the said shire, provided the subject or subjects 
on which he so claims shall be of the yearly value of ten pounds, and 
shall actually yield or be capable of yielding that value to the claimant, 
ftfter deducting any feu duty, ground annual, or other consideration which 
he may be bound to pay or to give or account for as a condition of his 
right, provided he be, by himself, his tenants, vassals, or others, in pos- 
session of the said subjects, and be either himself in the actual occupa- 
tion, or in receipt of the profits and issues thereof to the extent above 
mentioned : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that where the whole profits and 
issues of any such subject do not arise annually, but at longer intervals, 
the worth and amount of such occasional profits shall be taken into com- 
ptttation in estimating the annual value : PROVIDED ALSO, that where 
any property which would entitle the owner to be registered and to vote as 
ahove shall come to any person, within the said period of six months, by 
inheritance, marriage, marriage settlement, or mortis eauta disposition, or 
•by appointment to any place or office, such person shall be entitled to be 
.registered on the first occasion of making up the lists of voters, as herein- 
after provided, next following such succession or acquisition. 

8. AND be it enacted. That in elections for shires, where two or more *^"^® *' to life- 
persons are interested in any subject to which a right of voting is for the ^j^^^ ^^^^ • -^^ 
first time attached by this Act, as life-renter and as fiar, the right of owners. 
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votmg shill be m. tk^. lifc-ientfaiv and notiin tbe fla» } •Mds ^ to*fiopnt' 

tors or joint owners shall be entitled each to vote in respect of tlitb j^t 

pHoper^ within the shire, provided thd share or interest of each joint 

owner ao claiming on such property is ofi the yearly valae of ten poondr, 

aa above speeiiied* but not otherwise : PROVIDED ALSO, tbiA fauso 

bands shall be entitled to vote in respect of pvoperty bdengtag to their 

wives* or owned or possessed by such husbands after the death of .th«ir 

wives by the conrtssy of ScoiUnd, 

TenanU pos- 9. AND be it enacted, That tenants in lands, boases^.or other heritable 

sessing on objects shall also be entitled to be registored, and to vote at electioa» lor 

lesses of & cer* 

Uin description ^^ shires in which the seid heritable subjects are silnated» piovided eaoh 

entitled to vote tenant (whether joint or several) when the sheriff proceeds to consider his 
in shires. claim for registration, shall, fat a period of not less than tweive noatha 

next previous to : the last day of Augutiin the present, or the last d«f of 
July in any future year, have h^ aiich subjocts or*teD8«ientt; whether la 
his. personal possesmoa or not, under a lesne or leases^ missive of lease^ or 
other written title* for a period of not less than fifty-seven years (exclusive 
of breaks)* at the optten of the kndlordi or for the life^tiBse of thevaid 
tenant, where the clean yearly value of snob tenant'ainterestf after paying 
the Etndk and any) other omsideration due hf him for his said Tight* is neit- 
less^tban ten pounds, or iisr a penod of not less than nineteen yeara wheee 
the clear yearly valoe of such tenant's interest is not less than fifty poaads» 
or- where such tenant shall* for the foresaid period -oft twelve, months, hafm 
been in the actual personal ooeupanoy of woty such subject, where the 
yearly rent is not less than fifty pounds, or where the tenant, wbaiever 
the rent may be, has truly paid for his interest in such suhject, a 
price grassnm or consideration of not less than throe hundred pottn<k^: 
PROVIDED ALWAYS, that where* in any. of these cases, the rent is 
payable in whole or in part in grain, the value sludl be esliniated aeooad- 
iag t.e the avetage fiars of the counties in which the heritable aubjects aie 
situated for the thiee preceding years, and where payable in any olbar 
species of produce, aecoiding to the average market- prices of thoneigk- 
bourhoed for- the same period ; and the eaid values being* onoe so fixed at 
thetimeiof registering or refusing to register shail be heM as settled for 
the whole period of the lease : PROVIDED ALSO, thai where ithe right 
to>aoy anch lease as would entitle the tenant ie he registered and to vote 
as hereinbefore provided shall come to any person; within the pseeeding 
twelva oalendar months above specified* by inhe^taacei narriage^ marriage 
settlement, ov tnarti» eauta dispositiea* such penoa ehaH be enticed to he 
registered oa the first oecaaion of making ap tho'lis^ of- voiere, aa hereia- 
after pwvided^ neat- following su^h aucoeasioa oii acquisitba: PRO- 
VIDED ALSO, thut no- fl«ib>4eaant or assignee to any sub4ease fin* 
^fty- seven or nineteen years shall he entitled to he Mgktered or to vote in 
respect of hie interes|«nder suehleaa^ unlesa he> shall be> in^ the aotatl 
occupation of the psemises theiehy set« 
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10.^ AND be it raaeted, Thatf^fomand mitof tli»«iiilo£thUipi«Mmt paft*> Right of voting 
Itemeiit tfie mevbeis who are io b» retaiMd Is mrm is wf AHiire par- ^^r burghs and 
liament for any single city, town, ev burgh, on which tha tight af retanung tol^i^^town 
a member or members is by this Act coafMnad, shall no longer be elected councils and 
by tibe town councils of sack cities^ bargha, or toarns, but directly hy: the delegates, but 
several individuals on Whom the right of electing such nwmbars to sarva in ||^ ^"^^^^^ *"' 
parliament is by this Act conferred ; and where ^e election is hj districts 
or sets of cities, burghs, or towns conjoinedi the rig^t of electing shall no 
licmger be in the town c^ancila or corporationa of the said cities, butghs, or 
towns, or in delegates appointed by them, but in the individnal voters oo 
wlicmi tiie right of electi6n is by this Act eonfened ; and the member ta 
serve in parliament for any sneh district shall he letnrnedaccordMig to tha 
majority of individaal votes given in the whole district. 

11. AND be it enacted. That every person, not subjest to any legal Occupants of 
ineapfscily, shall be entitled to be registered as hereinafter directed, sud ta houses worth 
vote at elections for any of the cities, bnrgha, or towaa, or districts of eitiaa« titled ^vouTin 
bnrghs, or towns, hereitibefore mentioned, who, when the sheriff pro- cities, burghs, 
eeedif to consider his ckfimfo^ reglstratioB, shall have been, for a period and towns. 
of not lesa than twelve calendar months neztpreviona to the last day of 
'Angutt in the present or the last-day of /«/jf in any futore year, in ihe 
oecnpancy, either aa proprietor, tenanty or life'renter, of any house, ware- 
house, counting-hottse, shop, or other bmlding within the limits of such 
city, burgh, or town^ which, either separately or jointly with any other 
house, warehouse, connting-house, shop, or other building, within the 
same limits or with any land owned and ocenpied by him, or occupied 
tinder the same landlord, and also situate within the same limits, shall 
be of the yearly value of ten pounds : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that tha 
claimant shall have paid, on or before the^ twentieth day of Avgutt in the 
present, or the twentieth day of July in any future year, all assessed tates 
which shall have become payable by him in respect of such premises preli- 
vionsly to the sixth day of Aprii then next preceding: PROVIDED 
ALSO, that no such person shall be entitled to be registered or to vote 
in the present or any fiiture year nnless he shall have resided fbr six 
calendar months next previous to the last day of Augmt in the present, 
or the last day of July in any future year within such city, burgh, 6r 
town, or within seven statute miles of some part thereof : PROVIDED 
ALSO, that persons so resident shall be entitled to be registered and to 
vote if they are the true owners of such premises as are hereinbefore men- 
tioned, within such city, burgh, or town, of the yearly value of ten pounds 
or upwards, although they should not occupy any premises within' its 
limits, or although the premises actually occupied by them should be of less 
yearly value than ten pounds ; and that the husbands of such owners shaiU 
he entitled to vote, either in the lifetime of their wives, or after their dea^, 
if then holding such property by the courtesy of Scotland: PROVIDfiD 
ALSO, that no person shall be entitled to be registered or to vot^ for any 
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eiljr» b«igb>artewii,^«te«iiaU faarebMBmtlieneeip^of |iu«eUrt«^^ 

withia twdve otlssdM aMMiths imBl pravtMs to tbe lul day of Angmt itt 

Iho year oae tlnraaaad eight Imadnd aad thiity*two, or next pie i ii o M la 

the lait day oC Julp ia aay tuoceedtog year. 

Provision as to 1 ^ AND be it enaetod. That the pramisea* ia reject of whieb a&y^feMoir 

premises occu- shall be deemed entitled to he regkieied, aod to vote in the«leotieBiv 

pied in sncces- ^^^ ^^^^^ buigh, or town, or district^ shall aot be leqaiied to ham beea 

sion. and &s to < •«■!*« i^«« « 

joint occupants. ^ ^""^ premises for the whole twelve aaontha of. his oceupaaoy, buetasay 

be different premises (hut always of the req«isite valae)tOcciipied ia ano- 
cession by auch peiaon ; PROVIDED ALWAYS, that sueh panam shall 
have paid all the assessed taxes legally exigible from him ia leapect'Of all 
each pssmises ; and that where aueh pramiaas shall be of ^tbe yearly valne 
of twenty pounds or upwards* and shall be jointly ooc«piq4 by asoie than 
one peison, eaeh of such joiat oceupien ahall be. entitled to be aegiaMted 
and to vote, provided his share and intereat in the iume shall be of the 
yearly value of ten pounds or n|iiwards« 
Qualified per- 13. AND be it enacted, That on or before the twentieth day of Augtui ia 
ties'to°s:tve ?n ^^ prQW>^ y<)^» every, penon elaiming n^^t lo vote». under may of the qnalip 
claims to the ficaUona hereinbefeie speciBed, at %bj election of « meaUiet to serf e in 
parish school- parliament for any county, in SaoU^nd, .shall give in a «laim, subscribad 
masters. j^y himself or his agent* to the schoolmaster of that parish of the connty 

within. which the propsrty (or the gceater part^if it) on which he. dam ia 
situate, or in case. of the incapacity of snch schoolmaster, of of the office 
beiAg vacant^ to any person actually officiating as su^h schoolmaster, or to 
the schoolmaster of the next adjoiaing parish whose raaidence ia nearest to 
the vacant school, which claim shall be in the form of the first part of the 
schedule (F.) to this Act .annexed, printed copies of which fonna or 
schedules, with the necessary blanks theveio, to be filled up by the 
claimant* every aherifi* clerk is hereby lequhed to provide, and to fucnith 
to the schoolmasters of the different parishes within his county as speedily 
as possible after the passing of thia Act, which several achooUnastera shall 
furnish copies of the same to all applicants, upon ps^jinent of the sum of 
sixpence only for each copy ; upon which copies all the claims to be given in 
shall be engrossed by the said claimants; and each such schoolmaster, open 
receiving back such claim, filled up and subscribed as above directed, shall 
immediately mark upon it the time of its being so lodged and presented* by 
filling up and subscribing the printed form at the bottom, and forming the 
second part of the said schedule (F.) ; and each such ^hoolmaster ahall, 
immediately after the said twentieth day of Augtut, make up an alphabetical 
list of the names, designations, and places of abode of all the persons 
wiUun his parish for whom such claims shall have been presented* and 
shall cause a copy of such list to be affixed to the door of the church of 
such parish on or before the twenty 'fourth day of Avgusl in the present year, 
and shall annex to each list so affixed a notice of the times when* and the 
places where, the sheriff shall begin to examine the claims to which no 
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o^Mtknis Bimll Ihyo been lodged, ftod iko a dntittet aotiM to all pen ons 
who JMty have elaiaed to be legisterad for the county, and intend to object 
to tkt lofiilration of aay of the penons named in the taid list, to give in a 
note of their objections to the said icho^dmaster on or before the fifth day 
of JbptflRbtr nest ensmng, wbidi note of oibjeetione ihali be signed by the 
pswoafor wbon it is presented, or by an agent on his behalf, and shall be 
in the fonn of the first part of the echednle (H.) to this Act anoexed ; and 
printed copies of sneh forms or sehedales shall be provided by each sheriff 
cleHi, and distribated to the several schoolmasters, by whom they shall be 
^nrnitfhed to any penon applying, upon payment of the sum of sixpence 
only lor each copy ; and npon these copies idl the objections shall be en- 
gvooaed by the objectors ; and eaehsuch schoolmaster shall, on receiving badt 
the same, filled vp and subscribed as above, mark thereon the true date of 
its being so lodged and received, by filling up and subscribing the second 
part of the said schedole (H.) ; ^Bd every such objector shall, within two 
days after lodging such objection, give notice to the party to whose title 
he objects, by dolivoring to him, or fonvarding to his dwelling-house, or 
transmitting to him or his known sgent through the post-ofiicc, a copy of 
the said ebjOclion so given in ; and proof of such notice having been given 
shall be made to the sheriff before he enters on the cohsideration of any 
su<^ objection ; and no claims or objections as above shall be received by 
any aehoolmaster after the expiratioii of the time herein-before allowed 
and appointed for the giving in of such claims and objections respectively ; 
and each soch schoolmaster shall, on or before the eighth day of September, 
in this present year, deliver or transmit to the sheriff clerk of the county the 
whole claims and objections so received by him, together with a copy or 
dttj^icaie of the alphabetical list of claimants affixed by him to the church 
door of his parish ; and it shall be competent to any such claimant who 
may oonceive that his right to be registered is stsblished by a written 
title, at any time after giving in his claim, and previous to the tenth day 
of Bgpiember in this present year, to deliver or transmit to the sheriff clerk any 
such titlei, or extract thereof, as be may wish so to deliver, for which the 
said sheriff clerk shall be bound to grant his receipt : PROVIDED 
ALWAYS, that the parishes of TuUiaUan, Cuhrois, and Logie, in the 
county of Perth, and the parish of Alva, in the county of Stirling, shall, 
for -the purposes of this Act, be held to form parts of the county of Clacks 
mannan; and the parishes of MtuMutrt and Foesowty, in the county of 
Perth, shall, for the purposes of this Act, be held to form parts of the 
county of Kinrott ; and all claims, and objections, and titles, relating to 
propertiea sitoate in any of these parishes shall be delivered or transmitted 
to the sheriff clerks of ClacktHannttn and Kinross respectively ; and titat 
all claims, objections, and titles relating to properties in the several dis- 
tricts of Orkney and Shetland shall be delivered or transmitted to the 
sheriff clerks of Orkney and of Shettand respectively. 

14. ANDbe it enacted, That each sheriff shall, between the twelfth day of Sheriffs to hold 
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covrts and de- SeptembH' and tka flftemtli day of Ohb^ in tM pnMt jM, teaicdtife Hiid 
cide on claims, decide upon the aierita of all claiBB far ngitlmtira wHbiii hu to^nfy ; 
and that for this pucpoae the aherifla of the eomities of Aberdeen, Ayr^ 
Argtfle^ Fife, Jnvtmeu, Laamrk, Fotfar, Perth, ReKfrew, and ftdn afid 
Cromartif, shall h<^d op» eoorts daring thiA period at not less than t^&ke 
saveial towns or places in their said eooalMS, inehiding therein sach toiHks 
or other places where the sherifis or their sabstitales have been in use to 
hold their ordinary courts^ #heM thCM are saefa planes ; and the Mrt«f ff» 
ia all the other coanties shall hold opeii cearls at not less than two teip^nd 
places, which places shall he so selected as to be most convenient for the 
claimants in the different districts of the laid coanties ; and eaeh sheriff 
shall, on or before the fifteenth day of Auguti in the present yeat', deliver to 
the sheriff ckrk a written notice of the days, within the |>eriod above^ 
mentioned, on which he is to hold his conits for thA purpose of snch 
registrations at each of the said places in the county, copies of wftich 
iiolioa shall be transmitted by the sheriff clerks to each of the town cleriLS 
and parish schoohnasters in the connty on or before fke eighteenth day of 
the said month of Auguit, 
Claims for ^^* AND be it eaaeted. That on or before the said twentieth day o( August 

votes in burghs in this present year, every person claiming a right to vote for a Member or 
to be given in members to serve in parliament for any eity> bnrgh, or town, or distHct of 
to town clerk. ^^^^^ buighs, or towns, in Soetiaitd, shall give in a tslaitn sabacribed by 
himself or his agent, and accompanied by such writtta title as he may 
choose to produce, to the town t:lerk of the cityj btirgh, or t&wA, within 
which the premises in respect of which he so claims are sitnate, provided 
there be at the time a town clerk appointed) and oiBcialting for snch town, 
which claim shall be^ in all respects, in the same form hs is hereib-before 
directed as to claims to vote for a county^ and shall be issued, received 
back) marked, and entered in a book or register by the town chA% on the 
same terms, and in the same manner in all respects, as the tsladms for 
coanty votes are herein-before directed to be issued, received back, marked, 
and entered by the several parish schoolmasters and Sheriff clerks of each 
connty: PROVIDED ALWAYS, that whei« the limits of any city, 
bnrgh, or town, as described in the schedule (M«) to this Act annexed, 
shall include the whole or part of any other burgh or town, the ^drhole 
claims arising within sueh limits shall be given in to the elerit of the 
principal city, burgh, or town, specified and described in such scbedale, 
and not to the clerks of any of the suboidinate bargbs or towns partly or 
wholly included within the said limits : PROVIDED ALSO, that where 
there is no town clerk in any such burgh or town, the daims made in 
respect of properties situate in such burgh or town shall be given in to a 
person resident within such burgh or town, to be nominated by the ilheriff 
of the county within fifteen days after the passing of diis Act. 
Lists to be l^* AND be it enacted, That each town clerk shall prepare an slpha- 

published by, betical list^>f the names, designations^ and places of abode of all the 
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pema» wilhin Iho atf, baigh, or lofwii of whidi he is cl«ric for whom and objeclioiis 
ftttch claim ahall have hami pfcsenled, and shall, oa or belbn the twenty- ^^g^ ^^t 
&lxlh day of AmguH In this present year, caaae a copy of such pait of aach ^fLi,.^'^ 
list aa indiides the claimants within each pariah to he afised on or near 



the door of the chnreh of eveiy sneh parish within such bnigh or town, 
annexing ta each snch list a nelsce ta persons intending ta objeet, to give 
in their objectiens Id the said town deih on or belbfe the tenth day of 
Stpiemker next ensninf , and also a notiee of the time when, and plaoe 
where, the alicriff of the coanty within which aoeh city, bnigh, or town 
may be aitoale, will begin to examine the claims to which no objeetiens 
shall he lodged ; and all snch objections shall be framed in the same 
terms, and issoed and received back by the said town elerit, in all respeets, 
on the name ooosiderstions, and in the same way and manner as is herein- 
before provided as to the objeetionB against claims of regiatration for the 
connty so to be issaed and dealt with by the achoolnMsters in such ooanty ; 
and Uie same notioas shall be given by the paitisa objesriwg to the party 
objected to> as is provided in regard to sneh ^ims for the conn^ ; and no 
town clerk shall receive any claim or objection after the expimtion of the 
time before allowed and appo in ted for giving in sneh dums and objections 
respectively. 

17. AND be it enacted. That npon the twelfth day of S$pitmher in this Sheriff to dis- 
preaent year, each ahenff clerk, and each town ckih of any city, boigh, w ¥^ ^^^ ^^ 
town within any mm oannty, or any two counties, or parts of connties, f^J^^ ^ ^ 
united for the purposes of this Act, shall lay before the sheriff the several 
claims and objections which have been received by any of the said clerks, 
together frith the titles or doenments which may have been lodged along 
arith any of those claims ; and the said sheriff shall forthwith proceed to 
^ymin* the claims to which no objections have been lodged, and which 
have bean supportmi by production of a written title, in the order, as nearly 
as poBsible, in which they were presented ; and whenever he is satisfied 
that the title so produced does of itself afford primA ftiem evidence of the 
validity of the claim, he shall write upon the claim the word " Admit," 
and mark the same with his initials, and forthwith return the aaid claim to 
the sheriff dexk or the town deik by whom it was presented, which several 
darks shdl then enter the dmmant in the books or registers of qualified 
▼oten, to be kept by them for the county, and for the several buighs within 
Ae county respectiTdy, in the alphabetical order of the voters' names, the 
names of the county .volen in each parish beiag entered in a separate 
alphabetical series, and in the form of the Echednle (G.) to this Act 
aanexed ; and the said sheriff clerk and town clerhs shdl there sign each . 
entiy with their initials, and each psge of the register with their names, 
and shall furnish a signed copy of snch entry to each voter, or to any 
person who may require it, npon payment of the sum of sizpeaee only for 
each sudi copy ; and immediatdy after dl the claims of this description 
which appear sufficiently established have been admitted, the sheriff shall 

d2 
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proceed to Ibe cuatidenlkni of Uie •tker claims to whidi no objection^ 
ham been given in, bnt wbicb have either not been accompanied by any 
wntten title, or vkero the titlei piodneed do not appear to him to aflbr^ 
ftm4 fmem evidence in their favonr, and that in the order of the dates on 
which they ireie aevcnUy pnaentad, and ehall snnmarily inquire into and 
examine the evidence by which the partiea or their agents may then be 
prqiered to support them, by the examination of written documents, wit- 
neames, or oath or dedaiation of parties, or otherwise, as the case may re- 
qaire or admit of; and when the said sheriff is satisfied diat any daimant 
has made out a pnmdfaeU case in support of Ins claim, he shall write up- 
on it the wonl " Admit," and mark it with his initials, and return it to the 
sheriff derfc or the sevenl town clerks as herein -bef<He provided, who shall 
thereupon enter the claimant in the T^;ister in the same manner and to the 
same effect as is abote provided as to admitted claims of the first descrip- 
tion; bnt when the sheriff is not-satisfied that thoe is primd facie evi- 
dence to sHf^rt any such claim, he shall write upon it the word " Ke- 
ject," and mark it with his initials as abov% and return the same to the' 
said derksy to be kept by them till applied for by the parties presenting 
the same or their agents, to whonit upon anch ap^ication, they shall be 
forthwith delivered. 
Sheriff to bear 18. AND be it enacted. Thai when the shertf has in manner aforesaid 
j^ies on Ob- ^^^ throogh and d i s p o se d of all the elaimato which no objections are oflered, 
claims. ^ he shall proceed to consider and hear the parties or their agents upon the seve- 

ral claims to which obj o e t i o ns are lodged, and that in the order of the dates of 
presenting the said claims, and ahall hear and receive all competent evidence 
which either party may produce in support of his claim or objection respec- 
tively ; and where he is satisfied that the daim is well founded, he shall 
write on it the word " Admit," authenticated as above, and return it to 
the clerk for registration, as in the other cases of admisrion already pro- 
arided for ; and where he is satisfied that it- is not well fonnded, he shall 
mark it with the word '*lCejeet," and deal with it in other respects as with 
the rejected claims hoein already provided for: PROVIDED AIh 
WAYS, that ill all cases where no party shall appear to support a claim 
to which objections have been lodged, it shall be njected upon the sheriff 
being aatisfied that a primd fiteia case has been made out in support of the 
objection ; and where no party shall appear to maiiktaio his objection, the 
claim to which it applies shall be dealt with as if no objection had been 
lodged against it, and shall be admitted if the sheriff is satisfied that a 
primd faeu case has been made out in support of it. 
No written ^^* AND be it enacted. That no written pleadings shaH in any case be 

pleadings to be allowed in support of claims or objections ; but when the sheriff shall re- 
allowed on j^t 2ny claim to which no objecti<m has been oflered, and when he shall 
c aims. ^^^ parties upon any claim to which any objection has been oflered, he 

shall make a note of the statement of fact, and of the pleas founded on, 
and of the names of the witnesses, and shall aflix his signature to the 
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deeds, writings, tnd other doonneiiu prodaoed by the parties in support 
of such claim or objectioii ; and it shall not be competent to support any 
appeal upon aay greuiid of hct or of law not set forth in smch note of the 
sheriff, or to prodnce aoy witnesses not named in the said note, or any 
deeds, writings, or other docomenis to which the signature of the said 
sheriff is not affixed. 

20. AND be it enacted. That on or before the fifteenth day of October Registeis to be 
in the present year each sheriff cleric shall complete his alphabetical lists completed 

or registers of voteis for the county : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that on '^^^^'^S?** 

or before the said fifteenth day of October each sheriff clerk, being |j|^^ 

the keeper of the roll of freeholdeis for the county of which he b clerk, 

shall transfer the names of all the ficehoMefs standing on such roll after 

the passing of this Act to the said fists or registers of Toters, without 

requiring any claim to be presented on behalf of snch fieeholders ; and if 

any election shall take place for such county before the said register shall 

be corrected at the next yearly revisal, as herein-after provided, the votes 

at this first election shall be taken according to this first alphabetical 

register, an authenticated copy or copies of which shall accordingly be 

sent for this purpose to each of the polling places appointed for the 

county : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that at all future elections which 

shall take place after the yearly correction of snch renters, the votes shall 

be taken according to the last completed register, as herein-after mentioned^ 

21. AND be it enacted. That on or before the twelfth day of October in Registers for 
the present year each town cleik shall complete his alphabetical list or ^J^' ^f *|^ 
register of voles for the ci^, burgh, or town of which he is clerk ; and ^i^ij^ certain 
that wherever such city, burgh, or town is one of a district contributing times there- 
with other bnighs for the return of a member to parliament, and is not the after. 

burgh at which the writ is to be proclaimed and the election held, the 
town clerk shall, within three days after the said twelflh day of October, - 
make up and transmit an authenticated copy or duplicate of such list or 
register to the town clerk of the city, burgh, or town at which it is herein- 
after provided that the election shall take place ; and the town clerk of the 
said principal or returning burgh, after baring received such duplicates 
from tiie other burghs of the district, shall forthwith combine and reduce 
the whole into one list or register of voters for the whole district, those for 
each burgh being always kept together, to be kept by him in the said prin- 
cipal burgh, for the purpose of reference and inspection ; and if any elec- 
tion shall take place for such district before the said registers shall be cor- 
iccted at the next yearly revisal, as herein-after prorided, the votes at 
such election shall be taken in each burgh according to their first alpha, 
betical registers for such burgh, the originals or authenticated copies of 
which shall accordingly be sent to each of the polling places that may be 
appointed in each snch burgh : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that in all 
future elections the votes shall be taken according to the last completed 
and corrected register, as herein-after enacted. 
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Shcriffii ihUl 22. AN D be it enicted, Tbal each sheriff sball oaoe every year after iih6 
*P>>^^*% >** present year ff«miiT« and correct his said registers ; and each sheriff cleHc 
^''t their mis- ^'^ ^^'"^ ^^^ within the county shall for this purpose, in the month of Jtm*, 
ters. and between the tenth and twentieth days thereof in every such lutureyear, 

give public notice, by advertisements affixed to the charch dooii of all the 
country burgh and town churches within the shire respectively, and also, if 
they shall see cause, by advertisement in the newspaper of greatest reputed 
circulation in the shire, to all persons intendiog to claim to be registered, 
or to object to the title of any voter already on the register, to give in 
their several claims, titles, and objections to the schoobnasteis and lown» 
deiks, as such claims, titles, and objections inespectively are by this Act 
directed or authorized to be given in, and that in the forms already pro- 
vided by 'schedules (F.) and (U.) to this Act annexed, on or before the 
twentieth day of Jnfy then next ensuing^ after which no such claims or 
objections shall be received ; and when the new claims are so given in* 
- the schoolmasters, and the sheriff and the sheriff clerk, and several town 
clerks, within each county, shall deal witii and dispose of them in the 
same order and manner, botii jtt to publication of the claims and notices 
to objectors, and as to the periods or intervals at which they shall severally be 
received, notified, and dbposed of, as is above provided with regard to the 
first or original claims for r^^tration under this Act ; (that is to say,) 
that in so far as relates to claimants for counties, the several schoolmasters 
shall affix the lists of such new claimants, with the notices herein-before 
directed, to the church doors on or before the twenty-fourth day of Juljf 
in each such year ; that all objections to such claims shall be given in to 
such schoolmasters on or before the fifth day of August thereafter ; that 
the claims and objections shall be delivered or transmitted to the sheriff 
clerks on or before the eightii day of the said month of August in each 
such year, the claimants being at liberty to lodge their written titles with 
the sheriff clerk at any time previous to the tenth day of the said month ; 
and that the whole claims, objections, and titles shall be laid before the 
sheriff on or before the twelfth day of that month, who shall decide upon 
their merits between that day and the fifteenth day of Septeiuher there- 
after ; and that, in so far as regards claimants in burghs, the sevend 
town clerks shall affix the lists of new claimants, with the notices herein- 
before directed, to the church doors of their burghs on or before the twen- 
ty-sixth day of July in each such year ; that the objections to such claina 
shall be given in on or before the tenth day of August thereafter ; and 
that the whole claims, objections, and titles shall be laid before the sheriff 
on or before the twelfth day of the said month of August, who shall ex- 
amine and decide upon the same on or before the fifteenth day of Septem- 
ber in each such year ; the said sheriffs always proceeding to three or to 
two several places, as above provided, in their several counties, and notifying 
to the sheriff clerk, on or before the fifteenth day of July in each snch 
year, the days at which they are to hold their courts at each of the said 
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pl«M9» •! irfu«U da^ vritlea nMice shall bt given by Um sheriff clerks to 
e^h topiTA iclerk and pwisb scbooUnaster in tjie pQunt^y ou or befpr^ the 
eigbtieAUi day of Ju/yia each such year: PROVIDED ALWAYS, 
tbjj. the ftberiffa ab^ upon ibia occasion correct any misiyM^es pr omissions 
which may b^ pointed out or discovered in the registers in the name* resi- 
dence* pf conditiQn of any person alreedy registered or otl^rwise; and 
etiiik .ab^eriff clerk shall for this purpose he obliged to keep a correct copy 
of the legiAter for the county at some convenieal place in the head burgh 
of the abire (th^ town of Lenoiok in Shetland beieg held for this purpose 
the head bui^ fior that part of the county )k and each tovn clerk shall 
keep a copy of the xsgister for his burgh at some convenient place in the 
89id btuigh^ which several registers shall* for a period of ten days neit 
after ^ tvrentieth day of Jun§ in each year, be open to the inspection of 
all peiaona vbo may desin to see the same, without payment of any fee 
for such inapeoUon ; and each sheriff shall, on or before the fifteenth day 
of StftnUwf jiaarly» have his said qe^ters finally corrected, and com<* 
pieled, and enaoged as above directed in the alphabetical order of the 
voters* names, with the several columns of pi^ticulara thereto annexed, as 
ia the schedule <6.) pn this Act annexed ^ and after the said fifteenth day 
of ^epitmbtr no chaoge shall be made by any sheriff on his Masters for thai 
year* exAept only ia consequence x>f the judgment of one nr other of the 
courts of ^riew bereia-after provided; PEOVIDED ALWAYS, that in 
case any of the days hemia-bdfore mentioned shall happen to be a ^naday or 
other hoUdey on which iw> business is nsually transacted, then and in that 
case the several acts aj^d proce§4ingfi apppinled to take place on such days 

ihall take place on the day next ensuing* 
^. AND beitenacted. That thesberifTsjudgmento, granting orse&ising Sheriff's Judg- 

registration, shall, so Joj^g as they remain unaltered, be concbisive of the ™^^]^|0 
rif^to of parlies claiming or objecting as aibove, bu( that it shall be review, 
competent to any party oonaideiiBg himaelf aggrieved by any such judg^ 
ment to appeal and apply for an alteration thereof, he always giving 
notice in writing to the §hmff clerk or town eJlerk, and to the opposite 
party wbeie the claim has been disputed, of sucJh his intention <o appeal, 
within five days after the judgment epmpleinad of, and ppodveing evidenee 
of SHch notice to the judge of appeal befoie entering on its merits* 

24* AND in order that the gmater number of appeals which may he ex- For disposing 
peet^ to be i^ven in after the firat general r^fstratiaa under this Aot of Appeals 
may be more easily and expediJtious^y dispoied of, BE IT ENACTED, ^^^^ °^j 'P*^, 
Xha the sboriffs of Elgin and Nmrvt Invamets, and Orkney and 8k$Uaiud, Registration, 
shall form a court of review for deciding upon all aueb i^ppealf as may be 
taken from the judgments pronounced in this present year on any such claim 
ior registration, under this Act, by the sherift of any of theae three 
couaties, or by the sheriffs vof the counties of C^ttiMK, SuJ^urland, Rau, 
and Qromarty and ^anff; and that the .sheri£& of AbtnUgn, ArgyU, and 
^jfrth .shall form a court of jwiew for f^r.idiing npnn nil euch appeals as 
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may be taken fioA tliejadgnienu fmnounoed in tliU^ueaemt year ^ntmf 
inch claim for regiiHation, under thii Act, by tbe sheriffii of any eC tJNae 
three counties, or by the sherifii of the conntiee of Ftirfmr, K im cmpdm ty «r 
Fifi ; and that the therUfii of iMmark, Affr» •ad SUrlmg shall foim a oowt 
of review for deciding npon all sneh appeals as may be taken freiA tl^ 
judgments pronoanced in this present year, on any sach ekum ior 
registration, under this Act, by the sheiifis of any of these thiee eewaties, 
or by the shetiifc of the counties of Jhmbariii, Kmr^h end CkHOmmmum 
and Bute j and that the sfaerilEi of Rtnfitw, Kirhevidkritkif and Ihtwftm 
shall form a court of review for deciding on all such appeals as may be 
taken from the judgments pronounced in this peesent year on ai^ anch 
olaim for registration, under this Act, by the sberiA oC any of these ihiee 
ceanties, or by the sherifi of the counties of Ptebies, Silkktk, and Wigimi 
and that the sheiiA of Edmburgh^ LmUtkgom, aad Benrieh shaU htm 
i court of review for dedding npon such appeals as may be taken ftom 
the judgments pronounced in this present year on any sodi claim Is* 
registration, under this Act, by ^ aberilis of any of these thine conntiee. 
or by the sherilis of the counties of Uptbwgk and HadduigUm ; and each 
three of the sherifi above named, as joint judges of appeal for thecenntina 
hereinabove specified, shall, within eight days after the said first regntsse 
shall be completed as beimnbefore provided, proceed npen a dnmit ini* 
the district as to which they are hereby constitiited judges of appeal, and 
shall repair successively to the county town, and to at least one ether 
town in each of the couaties, in each such district, (excepting alwaye 
combined counties, which shall for this purpose be held but as one eonnly, 
and excepting also the county of Orkmtf and SheiUmd^ for which the cetirt 
of review shall be held only at KirkwaU in (Maugf,) and shall there hear 
and determine on all such appeals, notice having been given by advef^ae-* 
meats in the newspapers, of the difieient places at nhich they are sne* 
cessively to bold their courts, and of the days respectively on which their 
said courts are to be opened in each place ; and in case of the neceseaiy 
absence of any of the three sheriffs hereinbefore mentioned, the remaining 
two shall he a' quorum for judging in such appeals ; but in case of their 
differing in opinion, they shall be obliged to refer the case for the judg- 
ment of tbe sheriff who shall be absent ; and in the event of any of the 
sheriA herein named as judges of appeal being incapacitated or dying, 
and no successor being appointed, after the passing of this Act, and before 
the time arrives for holding the courts of appeal hereinbefore directed, the 
lord president of the court of session shall appoint some other sheriff to 
act in his place, who shall act and proceed aocoidingly ; and no written 
pleadings shall be allowed before such courts of review, nor any record 
be made up of their proceedings, and no written sentence shall be pro- 
nounced, except by one of the said sherifis writing the 'word '* admit" 
or " reject*' (as the case may be) on the claim in dispute, and by faim* 
and the other sheriffs subscribing their names to the word so written . 
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PROVIDED ALWAYS, that it shall be competent for such sherifik 
acttug aa Jadges of appeal to fiad the appellaDt liaMe in costs when they 
affina Ihe jadgment appealed from, and to modify and decern for the same ; 
oa wbich decemitnre the respondent shall be entitled to enforce payment 
aa of an oidinaiy debt, within the coanty where the disputed claim was 
preaSBted ; and the jadgments of sach sheriffs on all sach appesls shall 
be ipfMMPoiMed on or before the twenty-iiflh day of Nimember in this present 
year, and shall be final and conclasiye to all intents and purposes, and not 
liabfo to aaypTOoess of renew, and shall, whenever they Yary or reverse the 
judgment complained of, be, upon their production subscribed as above, 
a wammt for Uie sheriff who made up the register to alter and correct 
hk registers in conformity thereto, aiid he shall so alter and correct them 
aeoardingiy, and shall have the said registers completed with such cor- 
ractione en or before the thirtieth day of November in this present year. 
• 25. ANDbeitenacted,Tfaatwhenevefanyparty shall bedissatisfiedvrith Appeals from 
aoy judgment of a sheriff, admittiDg or refuringregbtration, or expunging ^^^^^ Judg- 
or lehMiag to expunge any names already on his register, at any of the ^qqujJ Regis- 
snaaal registrations and corrections hereiu-before directed to be held in trations to be 
aay Ivtaise year, it shall be competent for any such party, wherever the to Sheriffs 
cowty of such sheriff U within any circuit of the court of justiciary, ^**^*®jjj''*JJ^°^^^^ 
to appeal from such judgment to the sheriffs liable in attendance at such (^g^fts of Jus- 
ciieuit for the district within vrfaicfa such county is situate, which sheriffs, ticiary. 
or SBme three of their namber, shall remain at or retam to the circuit town 
of eUfCh district after the autumnal circait in each such year, and there 
begin to hold their coart for disposing of such appeals on some day 
between the fifteenth and twenty- fifth days of September in each such year, 
of which day notice shall, one week before, be given by advertisement in 
the newspaper of greatest circulation within each such county, and the said 
sheriff shall there finally determine all such appeals on or before the twen- 
tieth day of October thereafter ; the sheriffdom of Orkney and Shetland being 
always held for this purpose to be within the district of Invemets, and the 
sheriff, when present, beii^ entitled to act as a judge of appeal : PRO- 
VIDED ALWAYS, that where the sheriffs liable in aUendance at any 
such circuit are fewer than three, or where any of them is unavoidably 
prevented from attending by sicknestf or other accidental cause, the judge 
or judges at the said aatumnal circuit shall nominate and appoint one or 
more other sheiiffs, or advocates of not less than four years standing, to 
act along with the attending sheriffs, so as that there shall always be 
three judges in such court of review ; and with regard to the jadgmenU 
pronounced in such annual registrations by the sheriffs of the counties of 
Edinburgh, HaddmgUmf or LinlUhgow respectively, the appeal shall be to 
the sheriffs of the three said counties jointly, and they are hereby required 
to hold a court for this purpose at Edinburgh, at some time previously an- 
nounced, between the fifteenth and twenty-fifth days of September ia each 
year,, and finally to determine on all appeals on or before the twentieth 
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d8f of 0§tober tl»ei«after : PRO VXDED ALWAYS* U|M '\a the ey9i|> oC 
the sicknefs or unavoidable absence of a^y of the said throe aheriffii, it 
shall be competent to the lord president of the conrt of sessiont oi( t^ 
application of 9Jny of th« said sheriffs, to a|^ixit.soi»o other *\^«n£^, or 
advocate of four jrears standiog, to act and o^ciate in place of the sheriff 
so incapacitated ; and the judgments of the said eourts of fpview shall u^ 
all cases be final and couplusive* and liable t» no process of reyiew^ .9x4 
shall, whenever they leverse or vary the judgments of the sheriff app e a l ed 
from, be warrants to him to alter and correct his registers in conibnnUy 
thereto, and he shall* on such judgments being made known to him by the 
parties, alter and correct such registers accordingly i PBOVIDEP J^» 
WAYS, that no alteration of the sheiiff's judgments, jaither by the courts 
of review above named, or by any other judges of appeal, shall aJjSM 
the merits of any election actually oompleled andcaoied -ihiwigh Mne 
the date of such alteration, excepi in so fur am effect may be given lo eweh 
alteration by any committee of the CommoM Uouie.of Parliammt^ to which 
a petition against such election may be referred ; PflQ VII>£D ALSO* 
that nothing herein contained shall be held to limit or restrain the poieeni of 
such committee to take into consideration the vali4i^4>f any vote or claua 
for registration admitted or reacted by the pkt^S qt the jvdgas of appeal^ 
and to alter the register-poll or return accordingly, in so lar i^ gonctme 
the election petitioned agaiost : PEOVIPED ALSO, that in all pro- 
ceedings before such committee for determining the validity of a^y elegJaoa 
ior Scotland, all deeds, instruments, extiacts, or pther fvritings which aie 
probative by the law of Scotland shall be deemed and taken to be proba- 
tive, and shall be received in evidence by such committee, withpnt proof 
of the execution, signing* or examination thereof, in the same mfmnet aa 
such deeds, instruments^ ej^tracts, or other writings ^re now admitted in 
courts of law and e<}uity in Scotland* 
Registered ^^* ^^^ ^ it enaeted. That in all elections after the end>f this ppa- 

voters only to sent parliament, every qualified person whose name shall appear in tha 
be allowed to last corrected register, and none other, sh^ be entitled to vote; and it 
^ ' shall not be competent to inquire on that occasion inip any other fects ewept 

those of the party tendering the vote being truly the individual Tritutiftiwd 
in the said register^ of his being still possessed of i^ qualjy^atimi th«n| 
recorded, on his own account, and not jm trust for» or ait the pleasure .of» 
any other person, and of his not having previously voted at that election i 
LimiUtions of PROVIDED ALWAYS, that the inquiry intp these facts shall, on 
inquiry at - this occasion* be confined to the putting to the peooa so tendermg his 
elections. ypte, if the sheriff shall be required so to do on behalf of any ^w>4idate, 

an oath, or, if he be a Quaker or Moravian, a solemn affirmation, in the 
fenn of the schedule (I.) to this Ad annexed ; and k shall not be corn- 
pcitent at any such j>oll or election to put to any entered voter any other 
oath or .affirmation whatsoever, except only an oath or affirmation egeinet 
bribery, which, if inquired on the |»axt of any /cgndidate, shall then be put 
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by the sheriff in th« form of schedule (K.) to this Act annexed : PRO- 
VIDED ALWAYS, that any person who has claimed to be registered^ 
bat whose claim has been rejected by the sheriff or court of feriew, may, 
notwithstanding, tender his TOte at any election where such register is in 
force, and the sheriff or his substitute shall enter any vote so tendered, 
widi the name of the person for whom it is giren> distinguishing the iame 
from the votes given by persons on the register, so that it may be in the 
power of any election committee to give effect to such vote in deciding 
upon the validity of any disputed election ; but no scrutiny shall be 
allowed by or before any returning officer with regard to any votes |^f en 
or tendered at any such election. 

27. AND be it enacted, That within three months after the passing of Sheriffs shall 
this Act each sheriff shall divide his county into convenient districts for divide their 
polling, following, as nearly as possible, the bonndaries of parishes, 5^^^^**!? 1***** 
baronies, or other known subdivisions, and shall appoisA a particular polling* poHine and 
place for each such district, which place shall be selected so as to be most appoint polling 
accessible to the voters in the district ; and such polling-places ahaU in places. 
DO case be more in number than fifteen for any one county, and shall be. 
so arranged as that no more than six hundred persons or thereabouts shall 
poll at any election at any one piece ; and each town cleik shall, in like f g^- clerks 
manner, appoint one polling-place in every city, buigh, or town, of which shall appoint 
be is clerk, in which the number of voters does not exceed six hundred or polling places 
thereabouts, and shall, wherever the number. of registered voters in any "» cities and 
such city, burgh, or town, shall exceed six hundred, or thereby, divide the ^^ ^' 
said city, burgh, or town into convenient districts, and appoint a conve* 
nient polling-place in each such district, so as that no more than about 
six hundred persons shall poll at any election at any such place ; and each 
sheriff-clerk shall, within fourteeo days after tl^ sheriff has so divided his 
county into distiicts for polling, make up a distioct list of the said districts 
and the polliz\g-place appointed in each, and shall cause copies of the 
said lists to be affixed to the doors of all the country parish churches in 
his county ; and each town-clerk shall, within the same period, affix lists Voters to poll 
of the polling-place or polling-places within his burgh to all the church i^ ^^^ District 
doors within the same ; and every voter shall poll at the poUing-plaee ol ^'^^ hki?'°" 
the district within which the premises, or any part of them» in respect ef g^y^s the qua- 
whicb he claims to vote may be situate, except only where such polling* lification lies, 
place shall be in an island distant moie \htak ten miles from the main land 
of any county, in which case the voters not resident in euch islutd may 
poll at the polling-place for the district in which the county town is in- Proviso as to 
eluded : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that with respect to the contignous/^®'^*'* burghs, 
buighs oi Anstruther Eatt, AHMtntther West, and Kilreimjf, the town-deisk 
of Anstruther East shall appoint one polling-place withw the said bargb 
of Anstruthsr East for the whole ^ the said thnee burghs, which place f hAU 
be notified in manner herein provided, and all the voters in the aaid three 
burghs shall poU at the polling-place so appoinled ; Md at aay eoAleated {legulations 
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election the sheriff shall, if required by any of the candidates* direct two 
or more booths, or halls, rooms, or other places for polling, to be piovided 
at each polling-place ; and all polls shall be taken, both at elections fer 
shires, and for cities, burghs, and towns, under the superintendence of 
the sheriff, or of a substitute or substitutes named by him, which snbsti* 
tutes the sheriff is hereby empowered to name at his own discretioiiy with- 
out observing the forms necessary in the appointment of ordinary substi- 
tutes receiving salaries ; and each substitute so superintending a polling 
place^ shall have the assistance of a clerk or of clerks, to be appointed by the 
sheriff, with the concurrence of the candidates, if they can agree, and by 
the sheriff clerk of the county in case of their not agreeing ; and each 
poll clerk shall have with him at the polling place an authenticated oopy 
of the register for that district of the shire, or of the city, burgh, or town, or 
cities, burghs, or towns, attached to each such polling place entitled to share 
in the election within the said shire, as the case may be, alphabetically ar- 
ranged as herein directed, according to which copy the votes shall be taken. 

28. AND be it enacted. That writs for the election of members to serve 
for shires, or for any city, burgh, or town entitled to send a member or 
members for itself, shall be directed as heretofore to the sheriff of the shire ; 
and where the election is for a district of cities, buighs, or towns, a writ 
shall be directed to the sheriff specified in schedule (L.) hereunto annexed* 
and shall be proclaimed, as hereinafter directed, at the town specified in 
the said schedule (L.) for each of the said districts respectively ; and each 
sheriff shall endorse on the back of the writ the day on which he received 
it, and shall within three days thereafter announce a day or days, whkh 
day or days shall (except only in the case of Orhwy as hendoafter pro- 
vided) not be less than ten nor more than sixteen days after that on wlueh 
the writ was received for the election or elections within his shire, «id 
shall give due intimation thereof by printed or written notices aiSxed on 
the doors of all the parish churches (except as hereinafter excepted) 
within the county, when the election is for a county, and of all the parish 
churches in the city, burgh, or town, or cities, burghs, or towns, when 
the election is for a town or district of towns, and also, where he thinks 
this expedient, by advertisement in the newspaper or newspapers of gieatcai 
circulation in the county or district. 

29. AND be it enacted. That on the day named by the sheriff for the 
election for the shire, the sheriff shall repair to the market cnMv or some 
otiier convenient and open place .in or immediately adjoining the county 
town, and shall there publicly proclaim the writ by reading it : PKO* 
yiDED ALWAYS, that tiie writ for the united counties of CUehmamuM, 
and Kinrots shall be proclaimed at the town of DoUar ; and that the writ 
for the united counties of Elgin and Nairn shall be proclaimed at the 
town of Form; and that the writ for tfie united counties of Rtm and 
Cronun-ty shall be proclaimed at the town of DmgvaU; and if no more 
than one candidate shall at the time of such prodamation be proposed for 
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the choice of the electors, he shall, upon a show of hands, forthwith de- 
clare the person so put in nomination to be duly elected ; but If more 
candidates shall be proposed, and a poll is demamded, the proceedings 
shall be adjourned for a period to be named by the sheriff, but not ex- 
ceeding two free days, exchisive of Saturdoyt and Sundayt, and the poll- 
ing shall commence at the places previously intimated, at nine of the 
clock of the day that shall be named. 

90. AND be it enacted, That where the election shall be for any city. Order of pro- 
burgh, or towU) or district of cities, burghs, or towns, the sheriff to whom, ceedings at 
as heirein-before directed, thfe writ shall have been addressed, shall, on the cities burghs 
d&y sAd hour previously named by him for such election, repair to the and towns. 
market cross or some other convenient and open place in or immediately 
ad^oiniag any town or burgh sending a member by itself, or that town of 
any district at which, as herein-before directed, the writ for the whole dis- 
trict is to be proclaimed, and shall there publicly proclaim the writ by 
reading it ; and if no more candidates shall be proposed for the choice of 
the dbectors than there are vacancies to be filled up, he shall declare the 
pOTBOB or persons put in nomination to be duly elected, on a show of 
hands ; it being always competent for any registered voter residing or hav- 
ii^ his qualification in any other city, burgh, or town of the district to 
repair to the place where the writ is thus proclaimed, and to put any per- 
son io BOnrination, provided that voter shall first satisfy thesheriffthatheis 
tnily registered, by producing an extract of his registration, and by taking* 
if required, the oath in schedule (I.) annexed ; but if more candidates 
shall be proposed than there are vacancies to be filled up, and a poll shall 
be demanded, the proceedings shall be adjourned for not more than three 
freo days, exclusive of Saturdayt and Sundays: PROVIDED ALWAYS, 
that in the district including the town of Kirkwall in Orkney the adjourn- 
ment may be made for any period not exceeding seven free days ; and the 
sbefiff who proclaimed the writ, having thus fixed one particular day on 
whieh Uie polls are to take place in all the burghs of the district, shall 
forthwith send a written notice to each sheriff within whose shire any 
ci^, huigh, or town of the district is situate, that a poll has been demand- 
ed, atid also of the day on which it is to begin ; and each such sheriff 
shall aceording^y appoint such a number of substitutes and clerks as may 
be necessary to assist or officiate as before provided at each of the polling 
placoi provided in any of the cities, burghs, or towns of such districts 
witUn his county ; and the polling shall begin at each such polling place 
at niae of the dock of the day so appointed, and shall proceed thereafter 
as her^n-afler provided. 

31. AND in respect of the remote situation of certain parts of .the Extension of 
county of Orkney and Shetland, and the occasional difficulty of communi ^^^^ ^^^ return 
cation therewith, BE IT ENACTED, That the sheriff of Orfcney to whom efedtilL of ^^^ 
the writ for the election of a member for the said county shall be address- member for 
ed at Kirkwall shall, within twenty-four hours after receiving the same, Orkney. 
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imw a praeept to tlie Bberiff siilittitaCB ia Sktiknd, fluagai dty te tbe 
eleetwn for tiie said couBtj, which day shall not he leas ten bPeWe nor 
more then sixteen days after that on which the writ was received, and slkall 
forwent or transmit the said precept, with the leest possible delay, di- 
rectly to the said sheriff substitute in ShaUtnd, who, iaunedittely on re- 
ceipt thereof, shall annonnce the day of deetion by noticee on the church 
doors ; and if on the day of election more candidates than one shall be 
pnt in nominatiott, and a poll shall be demanded, the sheriff shall then 
adjourn the proceedings for a period of not less than ten or more than 
founsen days, and shall within twenty-four hours dispatch notice of this 
adjournment to the sheriff substitute of Shetland, as in the case abo?e 
provided for ; and the polling shall commence accordingly at the difierent 
polling places in both paits of the county on the day to which the proceed- 
ings are adjourned, and shall proceed as her^-after directed, as in other 
cases of polling. 
Polls only to 32- AND be it enacted. That no poll at any election, either for a 
be kept open county, or a city, burgh, or town, or district of cities, burghs, or towns, 
two days. gi^^j (^ directed to begin on a Saturday, or shall be kept open for more 

than two consecutive days, and diat only betvveen the hours of nine in the 
Order andman- morning and four in the afternoon for the first day, and between the hours 
ner of polling. ^^ ^j^^^^ .^ ^^ morning and foor in the aaeraeon for the second day: 
PROVIDED ALWAYS, that the poll at any one place may be oloaed 
before the termination of the said two days if all the candidates or their 
agenu and the sheriff shall agrae in so closing it : PROVIDED ALSO, 
that where the proceedings at any election shall be obstnicted by any riot 
or open violence, the sheriff or his substitutje at the place where the riot 
has occurred) may adjourn the poll at that place to the following day or 
some other cmivenient time, and if neceseary may repeat each adjournment 
till such obstruction shall have ceased, he always giving notice to the 
sheriff who is to make the return of such adjournment havimt been made ; 
and any day where the poll shall have been so adjourned at any p<dliiig 
places sh^l not be reckoned one of the two days of polling within the 
meaning of this Act, nor shall the state of the poll be finally declared, nor 
the resalt of the election proclaimed, until the poll so interrupted shall be 
cloeed and transmitted, as herein-before provided, to the sheriff who is to 
make the return ; and each sheriff in chaiige of each polling place shall 
take care that the attending clerk at the place has with bim a certified wpy 
of the aforesaid, alphabetical register, and shall reoeive the votes of all 
persons then qualified to vote accordbg to the provisions of this Act, and 
shall record and progressively number each vote for each candidate in a 
poll bodi, and he and the clerk shall subscribe their names to each page 
of the said bodi before makiog er allowing to be made any entry in the 
succeeding page ; and the poll book or books shall, at the close of the 
fifBt day's polling, be publicly sealed up by the said acting sheriff and poll 
clerk, and be taken charge of by the said sheriff, and on the commence- 
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inettf «f 'tli« ^1 of tlie Mcond dhy he thftll ][mbltelt bffiik th« imIs, Uttd 
thdh pM>ceed its {brmerly ; and immediately after the poll at hii polling^ 
place is finally closed, the offidating sheriff shftll folthwith seal up and 
irahsfoit of deKver the said poll books to the sheriff aef iiig as the fetumtag 
ofiicer for the shhe. 

33. AND be \i tateted, ThAt tfa« sheriff to whom the said poll-books Sheriff to make 

have been transmitted or delivered shall on the day ii#»t but ooe after the 'e'tt'n* &c. for 

couQties 
close of the poll (unless stach day shall be Sund&y, and Iheti on the Mni- 

day following), openly break the seals of the ssid poll-books, tnd oast up 

the number of yotes as they appear on the said several bookSf and shall 

openly declare the state and result of the poll, And make praclamation of 

the member or members chosen, not later than two of Ae clock of the 

afternoon of the said day, and shall forthwith make a return in the ievm 

presently nsed (as nearly as may be), in terms of the writ, under his hand 

and seal, to the clerk of the crown of Englmd ; and if the votes shall be 

eqnai, he ^hall make a double return. 

34. AND be it enacted, That where the eleetion is for one city, bntgh> Returns for 
or town sending a member or two members by itself, or for a district of burghs, &c. 
towns lying^ wholly within one shire, the ssid poll-books shall be timns- 

mitted to, and the return made by, the sheriff of the shire within which 
such city, burgh, or town, or district shall be situated) and where the 
election shall be for a district or set of burghs or towns lying in di£ferent 
shires, the said polKbooks shall be severally transmitted in the first in« 
stance to the sheriffs of the several shires within which any of the said 
buighs nr towns shall be situate, and thereafter the other sheriffs shall 
transmit the said poll-books to the sheriff to whom, as herein provided, the 
writ shall have been directed, by whom the votes shall be summed up, and 
the result declared, and the return of the person or persons duly elected 
shall be made, as abov^, to the derk of the crown in England, 

35. AND be it enacted. That no person not now on the roll of free- Voters in 
holders shall be admitted to elaim or to vote at the election for any shire hurghs not to 
in respect of any snbjeet situate vritfain the linnto of any city, burgh, or ^^^^J^ ^^ 
town entitled to send or to dmtribute towards sending a member to paiHa- the burgh is 
ment ; nor Shall any person be admitted to claim or to vote in the election situate, nor 
for any city, town, or burgh in respect of any subject not situate within the ^^^ vers&. 
limits of the said city, town, or burgh. 

36. AND be it enacted. That no sheriff shall be entitled, from and alter Persons not 
the passing of this Act, to vote at any election fior any member of parlia- ^"|^^|^^ ^ ^^^^ 
ment to be holden within the county or combined counties of which he 

shall be sheriff; and that no sheriff>substitute, and no sheriff-clerk or 
deputy sheriff-clerk, shall be entitled, from and after the passing of this 
Act, to -vote or to be elected at any Section for a member to serve in par- 
liament for the shire of which he is the sheriff-substitute or sheriff-clerk ; 
and no town-clerk or deputy town-clerk shall be entitled to vote or to be 
elected for the city, burgh, town, or district in which he is such clerk ; 
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and no sheriiF-ftttbatitate, tbariff-ctork, or town-clerk shall, afler the pass- 
ing of this Act, directly or indirectly, act as an agent for any candidate in 
any matter connected with or preparatory to any election for the county or 
burgh respectively in which such persons shall be respectively sheriff-sub- 
stitute, sheriff-clerk, or town-clerk, 
^dest sons of 37. AND be it enacted, That from and after the end of this present 

may^be lifted 1^^'"^™^°^' ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ of ^^^ P^i^ ^^^^ ^ entitled to be registered 
* and to vote at all elections for members of parliament for Seotland, and 
shall also be entitled, though not so registered, to be elected to serve as 
such members for any county, city, burgh, or town, or district of buighs, 
in Scotland ; and that after the end of this present parliament no member 
for any county in Scotland shall be required to be qualified as an elector 
or to hold any superiority within such county, 
officers'fw ^' ^^^ ^ *' enacted, That if any sheriff, sheriff-substitute, sheriff- 

breach of duty. clcriL* town-clerky or any person whatsoever, shall wilfully contravene or 
disobey the provisions of this Act, or any of them, with respect to any 
matter or thing which such sheriff, sheriff-substitute, sheriff-clerk, town- 
clerk, or other person is hereby required to do, he shall, for such his 
ofience, be liable to be sued in the conrt of session by any roistered 
voter, candidate, member actually returned, or other party aggrieved, for 
the penal sum of five hundred pounds ; and the jury before whom such 
action shall be tried may find their verdict for the full sum of five hundred 
pounds, or for any less sum which the said jury shall think it just that such 
party defender should pay to such party pursuer ; and the defender in such 
action being convicted shall pay such penal sum so awarded, with full 
costs of suit, to the party who may sue for the same, without prejudice, 
however, to the right of any party aggrieved by the misconduct of any 
sheriff as returning- officer to recover such damages for a false return as he 
may be entitled to at common law or by virtue of any statute now in 
force : PROVIDED ALWAYS, that every such action shall be raised 
within four calendar months next after the cause of action has arisen, and 
that notice in writing shall be given to the defender at least one month 
before the raising of any such action, signed by the party raising such 
action, or his agent, and setting forth the place of abode of the party sign- 
ing the same : PROVIDED ALSO, that any such defender against whom 
any judgment shall have been recovered in any such action shall be al- 
lowed to plead such judgment as a bar to any other action which may be 
brought against him for the same matter or thing, and such other action 
being thereupon dismissed, such defender shall recover his full costs 
thereof. 
Persons regis- 39. AND be it enacted, That every person claiming to be registered 
tered to pay shall, at the time of making such claim, pay a fee of two shillings for the 
two sbiJlings. ^^ ^f ^^^ sheriff-clerk or to the town-clerk receiving such claim ; out of 
which monies the said clerks respectively shall be obliged to provide all 
the books, and to perform all the clerk's business necessary for making up 
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the registen, and making copies thereof for the different poltihg-plaees hi 
the shire or bnrgh. 

40. AND be it enacted, That the monies which are oOw in nse to he Certain allow- 
allowed to the sheriffs in their accounts with the exchequer for executing ■.^®* to she- 
writs for elections shall continue to be allo^ired to them on such accounts ; p^Qces of 
and that all halls, rooms, booths, or other places hired, constmcted, or booths, clerics, 
prepared for taking the polls shall be so hired, constructed, or prepared by &c. to be paid 
contract with the candidates, or, if they cannot agree, by the sheriff-clerk; ^y candidates. 
at th^r joint and equal expence: PROVIDED ALWAYS, that the ex- 

pence of such hiring or construction at any one polling-place far a county 
shall not exceed the sum of thirty pounds, nor the sum of twenty pounds 
at any one polling-place in any city, burgh, or town ; and the candidates 
ahall further be bound to pay and contribute among them to each poll-clerk 
one guinea per day, and in like manner to contribute and pay a oertain 
tee to each sheriff or sheriff-substitute, for superintending' the poUs^ the 
amount of which fee shall in no case exceed the sum of three guinea per 
day for each such sheriff or substitute ; and the candidates, in adl tmea 
where a poll has been demanded, shaU in Uke manner be bound to defray 
the necessary expences incurred by tlie sheriff, or sheriff^derks, or town*« 
clerks, in the transmission of precepts, intimations, poll-books, or other 
communieations required or enjoined by this act ; and if any person- shatt 
be proposed as a candidate without his consent, the person so prepoeing* 
htm shall be liable to defray his share of all these expences in likemaMier 
as if he had been a candidate himself. 

41. AND be it enacted. That each sheriff shall be entitled to make a Remuneration 
charge for the time and labour employed in mvestigating and disposing of of sheriffs fur 
the claims and objections above specified, either origUally in his own ^|»tpation, 
eonnty, or there or elsewhere as a judge of nppeal, which charge shall not 

be more than five guineas for every period of eight hours employed by himr 
or by any afiststant sheriff or advocate to be appointed in the manner by 
this act authorised and directed, exclusively, in any such investigations/ 
orer and above his or their reasonable travellieg expencea ; - and which 
chai^ ehall be audited and examined in the exchequer, and nllowed ia 
whole or in part, as may seem just, in the same mafaner as other chaiges 
hitherto included in the annual accounts of such sheriA^ the said charge 
to be always stated in exchequer as soon as conveniently may be afler the 
doty is performed, and to be there audited 'and allowed at the first settle* 
ment of each sherifiTs accounts which shall thereafter take place : PRO- 
VIDED ALWAYS, that no charge shall in any case be allo^»^ for a 
greater number of hours so employed by such sheriff and by such assistants 
in originally deciding on the claims in any one county than thirty periods 
of eight hours for each such sheriff and assistant respectively. 

42. AND be it enacted. That when any sheriff who is hemin-before Substitute may 
required to examine and decide on the claims for registration within his *J* ^^'^ . 
county, or to whom any writ for election is directed, shall be incapacitated di^abjiit ' 

E 
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Assistant 
sherifis, &c. in 
certain coun- 
ties. 



Notices at 
church doors 
not required in 
certain islands. 



Rogue money 
to be under 
management 
of commission- 
ers of sopply. 

Functions of 
meeting of « 
freeholders 
transferred to 
commissioners 
of supply. 



Meaning of 
certain words 
in this Act 



Misnomers. 



from acting by lickDeis or mnavoidaUe absanee, one of hit oidiiiaiy anb- 
stitstes may act in his stead, provided he hold a snbstitiition specially 
authorising him to do so : PROVIDED ALSO» that if the sheriflh of the 
counties of EdhtkHrgh, Lmnark, Ftfst F^rfmr, Aberdeen, Pgrtk, Afw, In» 
ftermm, Benfrtw, or OrfciMjr aad SketUmd, or any of them» shall, after the 
passing of this Act, represent to the Lord PreaideBt of the Court of Sesuon, 
that, by reason of the great number of claims of rej^atratioB presented oi; 
likely to be presented in such counties, it viU ha impracticable lor them, 
without assntance, to dispose of such claims within the period lin^ited by 
thia Act, then and in that case it shall be oompetent to the aaid-Lord Fn- 
sident, being satisfied of the correctness of such leptesentataBB, and he ia 
hereby required, to noarinate and appoint one or nsoie other aherifii or 
advocates of at least lour years' staiMiing to assist in diapasing of tbe aaid 
claima within the said ceonties or any of them ; and. all judgments pio« 
nouDoed by the said asmstant-aheriffs or advocalaa shall be liaUe te be 
appealed fiomaa if they had been ptoaouneed by the sheriff of the cousty* 

43. AND be It enacted. That the netieea lequiied by this Act te be 
gives et chureh doers shall not be neoessary at any of the eharches ie the 
islands of JVMk Uut^ S&mtk I7ut» Bmrrm, Hanu, or £(g,in the emnty of 
fnwgrniH, ner at any of the ehnsehea in the island of Lmpis^ in the omaaty 
of Ams, nor at any of the cbwebes in the islands of Twiw , CsU, et G^^, 
in the county of ArgjfU, nor at any of the chnchea ia the aamtaMf of 
OriMsy and a«aend, eaeept aneh as aie in wbat is called the aainland of 
OrJbiiy and Shetland respectively. 

44. AND bail eneeted. That tbe asaessaMnt, eaUeetien» and manage- 
anent of the asoMy termed the '* legee money," udiich ia now veslad ia 
certain meetings ef the f reeboldera, shall be tranalened to the oominis- 
sinners of supply at their ordiimry stated meetings, and ihej shall he 
bound to collect and apply it for the same pnrposea as heretofore. 

45. AND be it enacted. That all powers, duties, and functions now 
vested ia or exigible from any meeting of Ireeholdan, by any law or sta- 
tute ia Inroe at the dissolution of this present parliament; shall theraafker 
be transferred to and vealed in the said eoamiisaioners of supply, .who 
shall exercise and discharge the same at their regular meetinga as fully 
and eflfectoally as the said meetinga ef lieehelden might pravionsly have 
exercised or discharged them. 

4)S. AND be it enacted. That the word "sheriff'' shall be .held to 
include the word " Stewart ;" and the words ** sheriff substitute " shall 
be held to include the words " Stewart substitate ;" and that the words 
" shire " or « county " shall be heU to include the word '' stewartry ;" 
and tbe words *' sheriff clerk " shall be held to include the werds •' atewart 
clerk," aud " sheriff clerk depute/' and " Stewart clerk depute ;" and the 
words " town-dark ** shall be held to include tbe words <<toirn*cltfk 
depute :" PROVIDED ALSO, that no misnomer or inaeeeiate descripp^ 
tioB of any. person or place in .any writing made in the form of any ache- 
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duie to this Act annexed, or in any hst, or register, or notice made under 
anthority of this Act, shall in any way prevent or abridge the operation 
of this Act, provided that such person or place shall be so designated in 
snch writing, list, register, or notice as to be commonly understood: 
PROVIDED ALSO, that no appeal shall be competent to any sheriff or 
Stewart from any thing which may be done by their sabstitntes in the 
execution of this Act. 

47. AND be it enacted, That all laws, stttntes, and usages jow in All former 
force respecting the right of electing, the qualifications of electors, and "J"^* repealed 
the actual election of members to serve in parliament for that part of ^ .i^- a . ^ 
Great Brttetfi called SeoiUmd, shall be and the same are hereby repealed 

in so far as they are inconsistent or at variance with the provisions of this 
Act : FROVIDED ALWAYS, that the same shall be in force in all 
other respects whatsoever. 

48. AND be it enacted. Thai if a dissolution of the present parliament Proviaing for 
shall take place after the passing of this Act, but before the first day of c^^^^^ 'ua". 
December in the present year, in such case such persons ooly shall be meat oe 
entitled to vote in the election of members to serve in a new parliament dissolved. 
for any county, city, burgh, or town, or district of cities, burghs, and 

towns, as would have been entitled to be inserted in the respective lists of 
voters for the same directed to be made under this Act if the day of elec« 
tion had been the day for making out such respective lists, and all persons 
shall be entitled to vote in such election although they may not be regis- 
tered according to the provisions of this Act, any tiling herein contained 
notwithstanding ; and the polling at such election for any county may be 
continued for fifteen days, and the polling at such election for any city, 
burgh, or town, or district of cities, burghs, or towns, may be continued 
for eight days, any thing herein contained notwithstanding. 
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Schedules to whicli the preceding Act refers. 



Aberdeen. 

Argyle. 

Ayr. 

Banff. 

Bute. 

Berwick. 

Caithness. 

Dumbarton. 

Dumfries. 

Edinburgh. 

Fife. 

Forfar. 

Haddington. 

Inverness. 

Kincardine. 

Kirkcudbright. 



SCHEDULE (A.) 
COUNTIES to return Oxe Member each. 



Lanark. 

Linlithgow. 

Orkney and Shetland. 

Peebles. 

Perth, ezclnsive of the parishes of Tulli- 
allan, Colioss, Mnckhart, Logie, and 
Fossaway, annexed to Kinross and 
Clackmannan by schedule (B.) 

Renfrew. 

Rozbufgh. 

Selkirk. 

Stirling, exclusive of the parish of Alva, 
annexed to Kinross, &c. by schedule 
(B.) 

Sutherland. 

Wigton. 



SCHEDULE (B.) 
CoMBivEn COUNTIES, each two to letnm Onb Membeb. 

Elgin and Nairn* 

Ross and Cromarty. 

Clackmannan and Kinross, together with that part of Perthshire which constitutes the 
parishes of Tulliallan, Culross, and Mnckhart, and the Perthshire portions of the parishes 
of Logie and Fossaway, and that part of the shire of Stirling which constitutes the parish 
of Alva. 



SCHEDULE (C.) 
TOWNS to return Two Membbbs each. 



Edinburgh. 



Glasgow. 



SCHEDULE (D.) 
TOWNS to return One Meuber each. 



Aberdeen. 

Paisley. 

Pundit. 



Greenock, 
Penh. 



r 
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SCHEDULE (E.) 
Combined BURGHS and TOWNS, each Sbt or District jointly to return One Membb^. 



1. 



Kirkwall 


m 


. 


Wick 


• 


• H 


Domock - 


. 


■i m 


Dinewall 


- 


. 


Tain 


. 


^ ■ 


Cromarty 


' 


2. 


Fortroae - 


. 


* m 


Inverness 


. 


. 


Nairn 


„ 


. „ 


I'orres - 


" 


3. 


Elgin - 


m 


. m 


Collen - 


_ 


_ . 


Banff - 


*m 


. . 


Inveruiy 


m 


• 


Kintore - 


m 


m m 


Peterhead 


* 


4. 


Inverbervie 


. 


* m 


Montrose 


_ 


. ^ 


Abeibrothwick 


. . 


Brechin - 


» 


m m 


Forfar - 


~ 


5. 


Cupar 


■• 


• _ 


St. Andrews 


. 


_ . 


Anstruther Easter 


m • 


Anstruther Wester 


• m 


Grail - 


m 


m m 


Kilrenny- 


• 


m 


Pittenweem 


- 


- 






6. 


Dysart - 


- 


- 


Kirkaldy 


• 


* m 


Kinghom 


•■ 


m m 


Burntisland 


- 


m « 






7. 


Inverkeitbing 


. 


m m 


punfermline 


m 


. 


Queensferry 


«• 


- 


Colross - 


m 


_ • 


Stirling - 


- 


- 



>- Jointly. 



Jointly. 



Jointly. 



Jointly. 



- y Jointly. 



*- Jointly. 



1 



Jointly. 



Renfrew 
Rutherglen - 
Dumbarton - 
Kilmarnock - 
Port Glasgow 



Haddington - 
Dunbar 
North Berwick 
^ Lauder 
Jedburgh 



Leith - 
Portobello - 
Musselburgh 



Linlithgow - 
Lanark 
Falkirk 
Airdrie 
Hamilton - 



Ayr 
Irvine - 
Campbelltowo 
Inverary 
Oban • 



Dumfries 
Sanquahar - 
Annan 
Lochmaben - 
Kirkcudbright 



Wigton 

New Galloway 
Stranraer 
Whithorn - 



8. 



9. 



10. 



11. 



12. 



13. 



14. 



Jointly. 



- > Jointly. 



:•} 



Jointly. 



> Jointly. 



^ ^ 



> Jointly. 



Jointly. 



Jointly. 
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SCHEDULE (F,)— (Part tnvr.) 

Shire or town of 

I A, B, Idesignatim] hereby claim to be enrolled as a voter in the coonty lor town] of 

as proprietor [tenant or occupant] of the lands [^or houses, feu duties, 

€t cetera], of in the parish [or town] of and county of ; 

and in eau$ within burgh in support of my claim I produce herewith a [disposition, seisin, 

lease, et cetera, of date, el cetera, at the ease may he.'\ 



(DaU.) 



(Signed) 



A.B. 



SCHEDULE (F.)— (Part Sbcond.) 

No. . lodged with me C. B, schoolmaster of or town clerk 

of in shire, this day of 

(together with the disposition, seisin, lease, et cetera, above written, in cases of claima 
within burghs). 

(Signed) C. D, 



■••i~~^"-»<« 



SCHEDULE {G.)-(No. 1.) 

FOR COVNTISS. 

Form of Register Book to be kept by S%m/ Clerk, 



No. 


Date of 
registering. 


Name. 


Calling. 


Proprietor 

or 
Tenant. 


Deacription 

of Property, 

Land, Honse, 

Feu Duty, 


Name of 
Place, Vil- 
lage, Farm, 


County. 






< 




' 









■^ 
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SCHEDULE (a>-(No. 2.) . 
roa TOWNS. 
Farm of Hi^^titer l« 6t htfi by Town Cterk, 



No. 


Date. 


Num. 


Calling. 


Pro|Nrietor 

or 

Tenant. 


Honte, 

Warehonae, 

Shop, 

fte. 


Street, Lane, 

or other 

Place 

of 

Retklcnee. 


Paridi. 


• 


• 















SCHEDULE (H*)-^Part Fibst.) 

Shira or town of 
I £. F. object to the claim of it. fi. to be admitted [or to continue on the roll] as a 
voter for the shire or town of on the following ground ; [here may bo Uated 

ihorily the ground, at that property or occupancy not of tufficknt value ; that the party if 
not or hat coated to be proprietor, tenant, or occupant ; that he hat not paid taset; that he it 
pertanally ditqualified, at biting a minor, afatuout pertoUf an officer rf the revenue, ,et cetera ;] 
and I crave to be heard on the said obj^tion before the sheriff. 

(DaU.) • (Signed) £. F. 



SCHEDULE (H.)— (Part Skond.) 

Objections to No* lodged with me G. H., schoolmaster or 

day of • 

(Signed) 0. H. 



town clerk, this 



SCHEDULE (L) 

I A, B. do solemnly swear [or affirm], That I am the individual described in the 
register for as Am B. of [here intert deteription m the 

tame wordt at contained in the regitter"] ; that I am still the proprietor [or occupant] of the 
property for which I am so registered, and hold the same for my own benefit, and not in 
trust for or at the pleasure of any other person ; and that I have not already voted at this 
election. 
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SCHEDULE (K.) 

I A, B. do solemnly swear [or affirm], That I have not received or had, by myself or 
any person for my use or benefit, any sum or sums of money, office, place, or employment, 
gift or reward, or any promise or security for any money, office, or gift, in order to give 
my vote at this election. 



SCHEDULE (L.) 



Towns wh^re the Writ for Districts is to be proclaimed. 

I ■ ■ ■ -■■■■.- 

Leith, foe the District to which it belongs 

Wick, for the District to which it belongs 

Inverness, for the District to which it belongs .... 

Elgin, for the District to which it belongs 

Montrose, for the District to which it belongs. . . . 
Saint Andrew's, for the District to which it belongs 
Kirkaldy, for the District to which it belongs • . . . 

Stirling, for the District to which it belongs 

Kilmarnock, for the District to which it belongs... 
Haddington, for the District to which it belongs... 
Dumfries, for the District to which it belongs.... 

Wigton, for the District to which it belongs 

Ayr, for the District to which it belongs 

Falkirk, for the District to which it belongs 



Sheriffs to wiiorn the Writ is to 
be addressed. 



Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 
Sheriff of 



Edinburgh. 

Caithness. 

Inverness. 

Elgin and Moray. 

Forfar. 

Fife. 

Fife. 

Stirling. 

Ayr. 

Haddington. 

Dumfries. 

Wigton. 

Ayr. 

Stirling. 



SCHEDULE (M.) 

TOWNS to return Two Members each. 

EDINBURGH. — From a point on the road from Leith to Queensferry, which is dis- 
tant four hundred yards (measured along such road) to the west of the point at which 
the same meets the Inverleith road at the house called Golden Acre, in a straight line to 
the north-western comer of the enclosure of John Watson's institution ; thence in a 
straight line to the second stone bridge, marked No. 2, on the Union Canal ; thence in a 
straight line to the point at which the western wall of the enclosure of the Lunatic Asylum 
at Momingside meets the Jordan or Pow Bum ; thence down the Jordan or Fow Born to 
a point "which is distant one hundred and fifty yards (measured along such Bum) below 
the arch over the same on the Carlisle road ; thence in a straight line to the summit of 
Arthur's Seat ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the Feeder enters the west- 
ern side of Lochend Loch ; thence in a straight line to the point at which Filrig Street 
joins Leith Walk ; thence along Filrig Street and the Bonniogton Road to the point at 
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Which the latter meets the road (torn Leitb to Queensfer^ ; thence aloDg the road from 
Leith to Queeosfcfrry to the point first described. 

GLASGOW.— From the point, on the west of the town, at which the River Kelvin 
joins the River Clyde, up the River Kelvin to a point which is distant one hundred and 
fifty yards (measured along the River Kelvin) above the point at which the same is met 
by the park wall, which comes down thereto from Woodside Road ; thence in a straight 
line to a point on the Great Canal, which is distant one hundred yards (measured along 
the Great Canal) below Derry Bridge ; thence along the Great Canal and the cut of 
Junction to the bridge over the cut of Junction on the Stirling Road ; thence, eastward, 
along the Low Gamgad Road to a point which is distant one hundred and fifty yanls 
(measured along the Low Gamgad Road) to the east of the bridge over the Grimston 
Burn ; thence in a straight line to a point on the road to Edinburgh, by Airdrie, which is 
distant one hundred yards (measured along the said road to Edinburgh) to the east of the 
point at which the same is joined by the road to Edinburgh through the village of West- 
muir ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the River Clyde is joined by Harvie's 
Dyke ; thence down the River Clyde to the point at which the same is joined by the 
Polmadie Bum ; thence up the Polmadie Burn to the point at which the same is joined 
by the Little Govan Burn ; thence up the Little Govan Bum to the point at which the 
same is divided into two branches in coming down from Govan Hill ; thence in a straight 
line to the eastern extremi^ of the Butterbiggins Road ; thence along the Butterbiggins 
Road, and in a line in continuation of the direction thereof, to the Kinninghouse Burn ; 
thence in a straight line to the Sheils Bridge over .the Paisley and Androssan Canal ; 
thence in a straight line to the point at which the River Clyde is joined by the Plantation 
Burn ; thence down the River Clyde to the point first described. 



TOWNS to return Onb Member each. 



ABERDEEN. — From the point, on the north-west of the town, at which the Scatter 
Burn joins the River Don, down the River Don to the point at which the same joins the 
sea ; thence along the sea shore to the point at which the River Dee joins the sea ; 
thence up the River Dee to a point which is distant one hundred yards (measured along 
the River Dee), above the bridge of Dee ; thence in a straight line to the point at which 
the march between the parishes of Old Machar and Banchory Davenick crosses the Old- 
Deeside road ; thence, northward, along the march between the parishes of Old Machar 
and Banchory Davenick, and Old Machar and Newhills, to the point first described. 

PAISLEY. — From the summit of Byres hill, on the north-east of the town, in a 
straight line to the point near Knock hill at which the Renfrew road is joined by a road 
from Glasgow ; thence in a straight line to the summit of Knock hill ; thence in a 
straight line to the northern Gable of the Moss toll-house on the Greenock road ; thence 
in a straight line in the direction of the chimney of Linwood Cotton-mill to the point at 
which such straight line cuts the Candren Burn ; thence up the Candren Bum to the 
point at which the same is joined by the Bnudiland Burn at the bridge over the same 
on the Johnstone road ; thence up the Braidiland Bum to a point which is distant five 
hundred yards (measured along the Braidiland Burn) above the said bridge ; thence in a 
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straight Hoe to Meikleiidge bridge over the Candren Burn ; theaee in a ttiaight line to 
the point at which the old Neilston road leaves the new Neilston road ; thenee in a 
stiaight line to the summit of Dykebfur hill ; thenee in a straight line to a point which is 
one handred yards due north-east of the summit of Bathgo hill ; thence in a straight line 
to the point first described. 

DUNDEE.— From the pointy on the east of the town» at which the shore of the Firth 
•f Tay would be cut by a straight lin* to be«drawn iron the tower (in Fife) of JVli. Dal- 
gleish of Scotscraig to the point at which the StobsoMMr road is joined by the old loed by 
Stobsmuir and Cl^ngton and the old Csaigie Toed, in a stnught line to the said point at 
which the Stobsmuir road is joined by the old read by StobiaMisr and Clqpington and the 
old Craigie road ; thence^ westward, along the pld road by Stobsmuir and Clepington to 
the point called Kings Cross, at which the- several bouadaoes of the parishes of Dundee, 
Stnthmartin, and liff meet ; thenee In a slnai^ line to. ft point on the Liff road which 
is distant twelve hundred yards (measured along the liff road) to the west of the point 
at which the Newtyle road leaves the aame ; thenoft » a stmigjht line- drawn duo south to 
the shore of the Firth of Tay ; theacealoog the shose (tf the Firth of Tay to the point 
first described. .,•... 

GRE£NOCK.-^From the pointy on the west of thetoum* at which the shoie of the 
Firth of Clyde is met by the march betwueen the parishee of Greenock and Innerkip^ up 
the said march to that pmnt thereof which i» nsaiest to>the soutben pouit of the ridge of 
Bow-hill ; thence in a struct line to the saidpoiat on Bow-hill ; thence in a straight 
line to the southern end of the upper east reservoir for supplying Greenock with water ; 
thence in a straight line in the diiecti<m of the highest projecting point of Knoekaair-hill, 
to the point near Woodhead Quarry, at which such straight line cuts the easternmost of 
the two rivulets which form the Lady Bum ; thrice down such rivulet and the Lady 
Bum to the point at which the same joins the Firth of Clyde ; thence along the shore of 
the Firth of Clyde to the point first described. 

PERTH. — From the north-western comer of the north inch, on the right bank of the 
river Tay, in a straight line, to the bridge on the mill lead at the boot of Balhousie; 
^noe in a.. straight line to the bridge on the Glasgow -road over the Scouring Bum ; 
thence in. a straight line to the aouthem comer of the water reservoir of the depdt ; 
thence in a straight line to the southern corner of the Friarton pier on the river Tay; 
thenee across the. river Tay (passing to the south of the Friarton Ishind) to the point at 
which the same is met by the boundary of the lespective parishes of Kinfauns and Kin- 
noul ; thence» northward*, along the boundary of the parish of Kinfauns to the point at 
which the several boundaries of the properties of Kinfauns, Kinnoul, and Barnhill 
meet ; thence in a straight line to the north-eastem comer of Lord Kinnoul's lodge« at 
the gate of approach to Kinnoul-hill ; thence in a straight line to the north-eastem cor- 
ner of the enclosure of the Lunatic Asylum ; thence in a straight line to the point at 
which the Annatty Burn crosses the Bkdrgowrie-road ; thence down the Annatty Bum 
to the point at which the same joins the River Tay ; thence in a straight line to the 
point first described. 
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DISTRICTS to return Onb Msmber each. 
1.— WICK DISTRICT. 

Cn€)MAvtT^^^fTom Samuel't Well, on the aoath-wett of tke town, in a straight 
line to the pmnt at #hieh tho MmtlMra angle of the Glebe meets the Iinreraess-road ; 
Ihenoe along the Inverness lusd to the point at whkh the same is met by the Den-road ; 
thence in a straight line to the Coal Heugh Well ; thence in a straight line in the direc- 
tion of Clachmalloch Rock to the point at which saeh straight line Ctfts the shore of the 
Cromarty Firth ; thence along the shore of the Cromarty Firth to that point thereof 
which is nearest to Samuel's Well ; thence in a straight line to Samnel's Well. 

Dingwall. — ^From a point on the shore of the Cromarty Firth, which is distant 
one hundred yards (measured along the shore) to the south of the mouth of the canal, in 
a straight line to a point on the Inverness-road which is distant five handled yards (mea- 
sured along the Invemess-road) from the point (near the schoothouse) at which the 
same is joined by another road $ thence in a straight line to a point on the Knockbain 
Bum which is distant four hundred and filiy yards (measured along the Knockbain Bum) 
10 the west of the point at which the same meets the main street of Diogwall ; thence in 
a straight line to a point on the Drynie-road which is distant one hundred yards (mea- 
•wed along the Diynie-road) from the point at which the same leaves the new Strath- 
pefier-road; thence in a straight line, drawn due east, to the shore of the Cromarty 
Firth ; thence along the than of the Cromarty Firth to the point first described. 

.DonwooB.— From the rock called Craig Carnaig, in a straight line to St. Michael's 
Well, close by the road to the Little Ferry ; thence in a straight line to the point at which 
the road to the asound of Fleet leaves the road to Bonar bridge ; thence in.a straight line 
to the point at which the Black Burn joins the Dornoch Firth ; thence along the shore of 
the Dornoch Firth to Craig Carnaig. 

KiBKWALL. — ^From a point on the sea shore which is distant five hundred yards 
(measured along the shore) to the north-east of the north-eastern angle of Cromwell's 
Fort, in a straight line to a point on the Camess-road which is distant seven hundred 
yards (measured along the Camess-road) to the east of the point at which the same 
leaves the Birston-road ; thence in a straight line to a point on the Holm*road which is 
distant three hundred yards (measured along the Holm-road) to the south of the point 
at which the same leaves the Deerness*road ; thence in a straight line to a point on the 
Scapa-road which is distant four hundred yards (measured along the ScapaFroed) to the 
south of the point at which the same leaves the Stromness-road ; thence in a straight line 
to the western end of the Air Embankment ; thence along the Air Embankment, and 
along- the sea shore, to the point first described. 

Taih. — From St Mary's Well, on the north*west of the town, in a straight line 
through the Raven's Well to a point five hundred yards beyond the same ; thence in a 
straight line, drawn due south-east, to the Scotsbum-roac^; thence in a straight line, 
drawn due east, to the Invemess-road ; thence in a straight line, drawn due north-east, 
to the river of Tain ; thence down the river of Tain to the point at which the same joins 
the sea ; thence along the sea shore to St Mary's Well. 

Wicx.— *From the point, on the north-east of the town, at which the Papigoe Burn 
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joins the sea, in a straight line to a point on the Uuna-road which is distant two hun- 
dred and fifty yards (measured along the Hona-road) to the north of the point at which 
the same leaves the Kettlebani>road ; thence in a straight line to the nortb-weslem cor- 
ner of the Glebe ; thence in a stnght line to the point at which the Leutskeny Bum 
joins the river Wick ; thence ap the Leutskeny Bum to the point at which the same 
meeu the Thurso- road ; theoeo^in a straight line to the point at which the Invemess-road 
would be cut by a straight line to be drawn thereto due west from the rock called ** The 
Old Man of Wick ;" thence in a straight line to the Old Bian of Wick ; thence along 
the sea shore to the point fint described. 



2.— INVERNESS DISTRICT. 

FoBnEs.^Fnmi Sueno's Stone, on the north-east of the town, in a straight line 
to the point at which two roads meet at the north-eastein comer of that part of the pro- 
perty of the burgh of Forres which is called " The Cluny-hills ;*' thence, southwsrd, 
along the boundary of the property of the burgh to the point at which the same meets the 
Raffoid-road ; thence in a straight line to a point on the Altyre»road which is distant 
fi% yards (measured along the Altyre-road) to the south of the point at which the same 
leaves a road to the mills of Burdsyards ; thence in a straight line to a point on the 
Nairn-road which is distant five hundred yards (measured along the Nairn-road) to the 
west of the bridge of Forres ; thence in a straight line to a point on the Bum of Forres 
which is distant four hundred yards (measured along the Bum of Forres) below the Lee 
bridge ; thence in a straight line to Sueno's Stone. 

FoRTRosEi^^i^From a point on the shore of the Moray Firth which is distant two hun- 
dred yards (measured along the shore) to the west of the pier of Fortrose^ in a strsight 
line to St. Boniface's Well ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the Rose-: 
markie Bum would be cut by a straight line to be drawn thereto due north-east from St. 
Boniface's Well ; thence in a straight line to the rock called the Lady's Bathing House ; 
thence along the shore of the Moray Firth to the point first described. 

Invbrnsssv— From the Clachnaharry Pier in a straight line to the point at which tiie 
Caledonian Canal would be cut by a straight line to be drawn from the Clachnahany 
Pier to the southern extremity of the Upper Ness Island ; thence in a straight line to a 
point which is two hundred and fifty yards due west of the point at which the Altna 
Skiah Bum joins the river Ness ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the 
Altna Skiah Bum joins the river Ness ; thence up the Altna Skiah Bum to a point 
which is distant three hundred and fifty yards (measured along the Altna Skiah Bum) 
above the bridge over the same on the road to Fort Augustus ; thence in a straight line to 
the point at which the road from Muirfield to King's Mills leaves !the old Edinburgh 
Road ; thence in a straight line, drawn due north, to the Naim Road ; thence in a 
straight line to that point oi» the shore of the Moray Firth which is due north of the 
northern angle of CromweH's Fort ; thence along the shore of the Moray Firth to the 
Clachnaharry Pier. 

Nairn. — From the point, on the north-west of tlie town, at which the western march 
of the town's links meets the shore of the Moray Firth, in. a straight line to a 
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pnint on the Inverneas Road which is distant one hnndked yards (measured along the 
Inverness Road) to the sooth of the point at which the road to the grove leaves the 
same ; thence in a straight line to the slaice of the mill-dam of the Nairn Mills ; 
thence in a straight line to a point on the Forres Road which is distant six hundred 
yards (measured along the Forres Road) from the hridge of Nairn ; thence in a straight 
line drawn due north to the shore of the Moray Firth ; thence along the shore of the 
Moray Firth to the point first described. 



3.— ELGIN DISTRICT. 



Banff. — From the rocks on the west of the town, called the Little Tumblers, in a 
straight line, drawn due south, to a point on the Callow Hill, eight hundred and fifty 
yards distant ; thence in a straight tine to the point at which the Colleonard Road leaves 
the Sandyhills Road ; thence in A straight lioe to the bridge over the River Dovem, 
leading from the town of Banff to Macduff; thence up the river Dovem to a point which 
is distant two hundred yards (measured along the river Dovem), above the said bridge ; 
thence in a straight line to a point on the road from Macduff to Aberdeen which is distant 
two hundred yards (measured along such road) to the south of the point at which the 
same is crossed by the Deybill Road ; thence in a straight line to the Mineral Well of 
Tarlair ; thence along the shore of the Moray Firth to the Little Tumblers first described. 

CuLUBN. — From the bridge over the Bum of CuUen, on the Fochabers Road, in a 
straight line to the point at which Slack's Road meets the Seafield Road ; thence in a 
straight line to the point at which the Deskford Road leaves the Banff Road ; thence in 
a straight line to the point at which the Loggie Road would be cut by a straight line to be 
drawn thereto due south from the rock called the Maiden Paps ; thence in a straight tine 
to the Maiden Paps ; thence along the sea shore to the point at which the same meets the 
Burn of Cullen ; thence up the Burn of Cullen to the bridge over the same on the Foch- 
abers Road. 

Elgin. — From the bridge on the Fochabers Road over the Tayack Bum, up the 
Tayack Burn, to the point at which the same would be cut by a straight line to be drawn 
thereto due east from Palmer-Cross Bridge ; thence in a straight tine to Palmer^Cross 
Bridge ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the River Lossie would be cut by 
a straight line to be drawn from Palmer-Cross Bridge to Sheriff- Mill Bridge ; thence 
down the River Liossie to the bridge over the same on the road from Old Mills to Quarry 
Wood ; thence along the road from Old Mills to Quarry Wood to the point at which the 
same joins the road by Morristown to Lossiemouth ; thence down the road by Morristown 
to Lossiemouth to the point at which the same meets (at the cross of Bishop Mill) ano- 
ther road to Lossiemouth ; thence in a straight line to the bridge first described. 

Inveburv ^From the bridge over the River Ury at the mill of Keith-hall, in a straight 

line through the fifteenth mile-stone on the Aberdeen Road, to a point four hundred 
yards beyond the same ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the road to How- 
ford leaves the Huntly Road ; thence in a straight line to the upper ford of Howford on 
the River Ury ; thence down the River Ury to the bridge first described. 

KiNTORE, — From the point, on the south-east of the town, at which the Bum of Tuach 
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joins the RWer Don* up tlie Bum of Tuach to the point at whidi the uune is joined by 
the Torry Burn ; thence up the Tony Burn to the bridge over the same on the Aberdeen 
Road ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the Hallfoiest Bond leaves the fond 
to the Sheepcotes ; thence in a straight line to the bridge over the Aberdeenshire Caml 
near the farm of Tilty ; thence in a straight line to the point of the island in the lands 
of Balbithan, near the Glebe ; thence along the River Don, taking the northernmost 
branch thereof at the points at which the same is divided into two bi^andies, to the point 
first described. 

Pbtbbhead. — From the north-western angle of the Salmon Honse at the month of the 
River Ugie, and on the north-west of the town, in a straight line to the point near 
Clarke Hill, at which the old Kinmundy Road is joined by a road leading therefrom into 
the Attchtygall Road ; thence along the road so leading inte the Anehtygall Road to the 
point at which the same joins the Auchtygall Road ; thence, eastwaid, along the Anch« 
tygall Road/ and in a line in contin nation of the direction thereof, to the sea-shere; 
thence along the sea-shore to that point thereof whidi is nearest to the point first de- 
scribed } thence in a straight line to the point first described. 



4.— MONTROSE DISTRICT. 

Absrbrothwick.-— From the point at which the seap-shore would be cut by a straight 
line to be drawn from the Bell Rock Light-House to the point, near Timmer Green, at 
which the road to Hospital Field leaves the Arbirlot Road, along the said straight line 
to the said point at which the road to Hospital Field leaves the Arbirlot Road ; thence* 
northward, along the Arbirlbt Road to the point at which the same is met by a road 
leading thereto from the Forfar Road ; thence in a straight line to a point on the Forfar 
Road which is distant one hundred and fifty yards along the Forfar Road to the north nf 
the first mile^stone from Aberbrothwick, at the old toll-house ; thence in a straiglit line 
to the bridge over the Feeder of the Tarry Burn on the Montrose Road ; thenoe along the 
said Feeder to the point at which the same reaches the spring at Old Tarry ; thenee down 
the Tarry Burn to the point at which the same joins the sea ; thettce along the sea-shore 
to the point $rst described. 

BsECHnr. — From the point on the south of the town, at which the Skinners Rurn joins 
the South Esfc River, down the South Esk River to the West Den of Leuchland ; thence 
up the hollow of the West Den of Leuchland, and up Bariie's Bum, to the point, n'ear 
the source of Barriers Burn, at which the several boundaries of the properties of Cald- 
hame, Pitforthie, and Unthank meet; thence in a straight line, in a westerly direction, 
tathe point at which the several boundaries of the properties of Maisondieu and Cookston 
and Mr. Mitchell's land meet-; thence, in a seuth-west direction, along the boundary of 
the Maisondieu property to the point at which the same meets the Mennrair Road ; thence 
in a straight line to the westernmost point at which the Skinners Burn crosses the Forfar 
Road ; thence down the Skinner's Burn to the point first described. 

Forfar. — From the' Inch-ma-coble stone, on the southern bank of the Loch of Forfar, 
in a straight line to the point at which the Orchard Loan joins the Perth Road ; thence 
in a straight line through the point at which the Westfield Loan joins the Dundee Road 
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to the Balminsliamier March ; thence in a straight line to the Blind Well at the junction 
of the road from Forfar to Lower with- the old Kirk Road from Lower ; thence in a 
straight line to the spring on the Arhroath Road at the junction of the boundaries of 
Pitruchia and the Poors Ground ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the old 
road tfr Brechin (leaves the. east road to Carsebttrn ; thence in a straight line to the point 
at which the west road to Carseburn leaves the Hassockwell Road ; thence in a straight 
line to the point at which the new Kinrimuir Boad leaves the aew Brechin Road ; thence 
in a straight line to the Inch'>ma-o^ie Stone. 

iHVBHBiaviB. — From the pointy on the east of the town,, at which the Bervle Bum 
joins tho sea, up the Bervie Butn to the point at which the same is met by the boundary 
of the parish of Arbuthnet ; ttienoe, southward^ along the boundary of the parish of 
Arbuthnot to the point (near Dendodrum) at whieh the same meets the boundary which 
separates the town lands from the property of Mr. Farquhar ; thence in a straight line to 
the point at which the several boundaries of the Glebe Land, the land of the Towns 
Muir, and the property of Mr. Farquhar, meet ; thence in a straight line through the 
south-western comer of the old castle of Hall Green to the sea-shore ; thence along the 
jiea-shore to the point first described. 

MoNTBosB. — From the point, on the north-east of the town, at which the Towns Loan- 
ing meets the sea-shore, westward, along the Towns Loaning, and in a line in continu- 
ation of the direction thereof, to the point at which such line cuts the Laurencekirk 
Read ; thence in a straight line to the bridge over the Bum of Tayock on the Brechin 
Road ; thence down the Channel of the Burn of Tayock at low water to the point at 
which the same joins the South Esk River ; thence down the South £sk River, including 
the Bessie Island, to the point at which' the' same river joins the sea; thence along the 
aea-shoie to the point first described. 



6.--ST. ANDREW'S DISTRICT. 



Eastbb Anstruther. — From the point at which the Dreel Burn joins the Firth of 
Forth, up the Dreel Bum to the point at which the mill*dam of the Mill of Anstrather 
branches off ; thence in a straight line in the direction of the spire of Kilrenny Church 
to the point at which such straight line cuts the Cunzie Burn ; thence in a straight line 
to the point at which the road leading to St. Andrews (being the march between the 
lands of Renny Hill and the barony of Anstrather) leaves the turnpike road to Upper 
Kilrenny ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the Cellardyke Bum enters the 
Firth of Forth ; thence along the shore of the Firth of Forth to the point first described. 

Wester Avstrvtbbr. — From the rock called the Cuniger Stone in a straight line 
to the point at which the. Dreel Bum crosses the road from Pittenweem to Grangemuir 
Farm ;' thence down the Dreel Bum to the point at which the same joins the Firth of 
Forth ; thence along the shore of the Firth of Forth to the Cuniger Stone. 

Crail.— i-From a point on the shore of the Firth of Forth which is distant five hundred 
yards (measured along the shore) to the south-west of the Almond Rocks, in a straight 
line, drawn due north-west, to the point at which such straight line cuts the road to Ans- 
trather and Kilrenny ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the St. Andrew's 
Roaid would be cut by a straight line to be drawn thereto from North Berwick Law 
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• 

through the point last described ; thence io a straight lioe to a point on the Craighead 
Road which is distant five hundred yards (measured along the Craighead Road) to the 
north<-east of the bridge on the same, over the Lammas Green Burn ; thence in a strai^t 
line in the direction of the north-easternmost point of the Rome Rocks until it meets the 
shore of the Firth of Forth ; thence along the shore of the Firth of Forth to the point 
first described. 

CuPAn. — From a point on the southern branch of the River Eden which is distant four 
hundred yards (measured along such river) below the new bridge, in a straight line, 
through a point on the Dundee Road which is distant two hundred and fifty yards (mea- 
sured along the Dundee Road) to the east of the milestone marked miles from Cupar 
and 22 miles from Pettycur, to a point two hundred and fifty yards distant from the said 
point on the Dundee Road ; thence in a straight line to the north-western comer of the 
gardeik wall of Dalziel Lodge on the old Dundee Road ; thence in a straight line to the 
bridge over the St. Mary's Burn on the Newburgh Road ; thence in a straight lihe to the 
point at which the Fenybank Road would be cut by a straight line to be drawn from the 
Hopetoun Monument to the Winter or Byewater Sluice at the western end of Andenon's 
spinoing-mills ; thence in a straight line to the said sluice ; thence in a straight line to 
the milestone on the Edinburgh Road marked 1 mile from Cupar and 21 miles from 
Pettycur ; thence in a straight line to the point firat described. 

KiLRENNY. — From the point at which the Cellardykes Burn joins the Firth of Forth, 
in a straight line to the point at which the road leading to St. Andrew's (being the march 
between the lands of Rennyhill and the barony of Anstruther) leaves the Turnpike Road 
from Anstruther to Upper Kilrenny ; thence in a straight line to the Skeith Stone ; thence 
in a straight line to the point at which the Gelly Burn meets the Well of Spa Bum ; 
thence in a straight line to a point on the Crail Road, which is distant four hundred 
yards (measured along the Crail Road) to the north-east of the bridge on the- same over 
the Gelly Burn ; thence in a straight line to a point on the Gelly Bum, which is distant 
three hundred yards (measured along tlie Gelly Bum) below the said bridge on the Crail 
Road ; thence down the Gelly Bum to the point at which the same joins the Firth of 
Forth ; thence along the shore of the Firth of Forth to the point first described. 

FiTTENWEEM.^ — From a point on the south-west of the town, on the sea shore, distant 
from the Sandy Craig six hundred yards (measured westwards along the sea shore), in a 
straight line drawn to a point on the Mires or Dreel Bum, six hundred yards (measured 
up the course thereoQ above the point where it is crossed by the road to Carnbee and St. 
Andrews ; thence down the Mires or Dreel Burn to the point at which the same crosses 
the road to Grangemuir Farm ; thence in a straight lioe to the rock called the Cuniger 
Stone ; thence along the shore of the Firth of Forth to the point first described. 

St. Andrews. — From the point at which the Swilkin Bum joins the sea, up the Swilkin 
Burn, to a point which is distant three hundred yards (measured along the Swilkin Burn) 
above the bridge over the same on the Cupar Road ; thence in a straight line through a 
point on the Kinghom Road, which is distant four hundred yards (measured along the 
Kinghorn Road) from the point at which the same leaves Argyle Street, to the point at 
which such straight line cuts the Kinness Burn ; thence in a straight line to the brid-^e 
over the St. Nicholas Bum on the Crail Road ; thence in a straight line, drawn due east, 
to the sea shore ; thence along the sea shore to the point first described. 
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6.— KIRKALDY DISTRICT. 

Burntisland. — ^From the northern extremity of the Dam Dyke of the Sea Mills, in a 
straight line, drawn due north, to the road from Aberdour to Kirkaldy ; thence in a 
straight line to a point on the road from Aberdour to Kirkaldy, which is distant three 
hundred yards (measured along such road) to the east of the point at which the same is 
met by the road from Buntisland to Kinross ; thence in a straight line, in the direction of 
the eastern extremity of Inchkeith, to the point at which such straight line cuts the shore 
of the Firth of Forth ; thence along the shore of the Firth of Forth to the point first 
described. 

Dysart. — From the point, on the south of Pathhead, at which the East Bum joins the 
Firth of Forth, up the East Bum, to that point thereof which is nearest to the eastern 
angle of the engine-house of the Dunnikier Colliery ; thence in a straight line to the 
point at which the road from Parkhead to Mitchelstons farm meets the road from Galla- 
town to Dunniker ; thence in a straight line to a point on the Cupar Road, which is 
distant three hundred and fifty yards (measured along the Cupar Road) to the north- west 
of the point (in the street of Gallatown) at which the road from Gallatown to West 
Wemyss leaves the same ; thence in a straight line to the Cliff above the Pissing Mare 
Well ; thence along the shore of the Firth of Forth to the point first described. 

KiNGHORN. — From the rock called Hoch-ma-toch in a straight line to the point at 
which the road to Kirkaldy from Burntisland joins the road to Kirkaldy from Pettycur ; 
thence in a straight line to the outlet from the Loch of Kinghom called the Gullet 
Sluice ; thence in a straight line to the rock on the shore of the Firth of Forth above the 
Well of Spa ; thence in a straight line to the Well of Spa ; thence along the shore of the 
Firth of Forth to the rock Hoch-ma-toch. 

KiRXALDT. — From the point, on the north-east of the town, at which the East Burn 
joins the Firth of Forth, up the East Bum to that point thereof which is nearest to the 
eastern angle of the engine-house of the Dunnikier Colliery ; thence in a straight line, in 
the direction of the spire of Abbotshall Church, to the point at which such straight line 
cuts a road from Kirkaldy to Raith and Auchtertool ; thence along the said road to Raith 
and Auchtertool to the point (opposite Raith Gate) at which the same is joined by the 
road from West Bridge to Auchtertool ; thence in a straight line to the western corner of 
the old Quarry above the West Mills of Linktown, and on the left bank of the West 
Bum ; thence in a straight line to a point on the Kinghom Road which is distai^t five 
hundred yards (measured along the Kinghom Road) to the south of the point (in W$st 
Bridge Town) at which the Queensferry Road leaves the same ; thence in a straight line, 
in the direction of North Berwick Law, to the point at which such straight line cuts the 
shore of the Firth of Forth ; thence along the shore of the Firth of Forth to the point 
first described. 



7.— STIRLING DISTRICT. 



CvLRoss. — From the point, close to the shore, at which the Dean Bum crosses the 
high road to Kincardine, up the Dean Burn to that point thereof which is nearest the 
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TttinB of the old church ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the road to t)an- 
fennline by the Abbey Lodge leaves the road from Culross church to Kincardine ; thence 
along the said road to Donfermline to a point which is distant seven hundred yards 
(measured along such road) from the point last described ; thence in a straight line, 
through the stone which marks the eastern extremity of the royalty of the burgh, to the 
shore of the Firth of Forth ; thence along the shore of the Firth of Forth, to the point 
first described. 

Dunfermline. — From the point on the south of the town, near the southern end of St. 
Leonard's, at which the Queensferry Road leaves the Burntisland Road, in a straight line 
to the head of the mill-dam of the Brucefield Spinning-mills ; thence in a straight line to 
the point at which the Townhill Road is joined by a road from Headwell ; thence in a 
straight line to a point on the Crieff Road which is distant one hundred and fifty yards 
(measured along the Crieff Road) to the north of the bridge on the same over the Blair 
Castle or Broomhill Bum ; thence in a straight line to the bridge over the Baldridge 
Bum at Blackburn ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the Elgin Railway* 
crosses the Caraack Road ; thence in a straight line to Urquhart Bridge on the Stirling 
Road ; thence in a straight line to the bridge over the Spittal Bum on the Limekilns 
Road ; thence in a straight line to the point first described. 

Inverkeithing. — From the point, on the west of the town, at which the Seggs Burn 
joins the sea, up the Seggs Bum to a point which is distant one hundred yards (measured 
along the Seggs Bum) above the bridge over the same on the Queensferry Road ; thence 
in a straight line to a point on the Dunfermline Road which is distant three hundred 
yards (measured along the Dunfermline Road) from the point at which the same leaves 
the High Street of Inverkeithing ; thence in a straight line to the bridge over the Inrer- 
keithing Burn on the Perth Road ; thence in a straight line through the Flagstaff near 
the £ast Ness to the sea shore ; thence along the sea shore to the point first described. 

Queensferry. — From a point on the shore of the Firth of Forth which is distant three 
hundred yards (measured along the shore) to the east of the Newhalls Pier, in a straight 
line, in a southerly direction, drawn from the easterly extremity of Inch Garvie, through 
the point last described, to a point which is one hundred yards beyond the middle of the 
Edinburgh Road; thence in a straight line to the south-eastern corner of the reservoir; 
thence in a straight line to the Dovecote Park Well ; thence in a straight line to the 
point at which the Echland Burn crosses the road to Echland and Linlithgow ; thence 
down the Echland Burn to the point at which the same joins the Firth of Forth ; thence 
along the shore of the Firth of Forth to the point first described. 

Stirling. — From the point, on the east of the town, at which the Town Bum joins the 
. River Forth, up the River Forth to the point at which the same is joined by the Kildean 
Burn ; thence up the Kildean Burn to the point at which the same reaches the dam of 
the Kildean Mill ; thence in a straight line to the point, opposite the lodge of Christian 
Bank, at which the road to Touch and Garthur leaves the road to Murray's Hall ; thence 
in a straight line to the point at which the road from Cambusbarron to St Ninians is 
joined by a road from Newhouse and Torbrecks ; thence in a straight line to a point on 
the old Glasgow Road, which is distant five hundred yards (measured along the Glasgow 
Road) to the south of the point at which the Glasgow Road leaves the Edinburgh Road ; 
thence in a straight line to a point on the Edinburgh Road which is distant five hundred 
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yards (measured along the Ediabnrgh Road) to the south-east of the point at which the 
same leaves the Glasgow Road ; thence in a straight line, in the direction of Cambus- 
kenneth Abbey, to the point at which such straight line cnts the Pelstream ; thence along 
the Pelstream, and along the continnation thereof, called the Town Bum, to a point 
which is distant fire hundred yards (measured along the Town Bum) to the south of the 
bridge over the same at Hadaway's carpet factory; thence in a straight line to the point 
first described. 



8 ^KILMARNOCK DISTRICT. 

DvttBARTON. — From the point, on the south-east of the town, at which the Gruggies 
Burn joins the Firth of Clyde, up the Graggies Bum to the bridge on the road from 
Dumbarton to Glasgow ; thence in a straight line, drawn due north-east, to the road from 
Bar Toll to Glasgow ; thence, northward, along the road from Bar Toll to Glasgow to 
the point at which the same meets the Bonhill Road ; thence, northward, along the 
Bonhill Road to a point which is distant two hundred yards (measured along the Bonhill 
Road) from the point last described ; thence, westward, in a straight line to a point on 
the Helensburgh Road which is distant two hundred and fifty yards (measured along the 
Helensburgh Road) from the point at which the same leaves the Luss Road ; thence in 
a straight line, drawn due south-west, to the shore of the Firth of Clyde; thence along 
the shore of the Firth of Clyde to the point first described. 

Kilmarnock. — From the point, on the south of the town, at which Kilmarnock water 
joins the River Irvine, in a straight line to a point on the Irvine Road which is distant 
three hundred and fifty yards (measured along the Irvine Road), to the west of the point 
at which the same leaves Grange Street ; thence in a straight line to the point at which 
the road to Hill Head leaves the Kilmaurs Road ; thence in a straight line, through the 
summit of the Bonfire Knowe, to the Kilmarnock Water ; thence in a straight line to the 
bridge over the Mill Bum on the Mauchline Road ; thence down the Mill Burn to the 
point at which the same joins the River Irvine ; thence in a straight line to the Bells 
Land Bridge on the road from Riccarton to Galston ; thence in a straight line to the point 
called Witch Knowe, at which two roads meet ; thence in a straight line to the bridge 
over the Maxholm Bum on the Ayr Road ; thence down the Maxholm Burn to the 
point at which the same joins the River Irvine ; thence down the River Irvine to the 
point first described. 

Renfrew. — From the Milburn Bridge over the Pudzeoch Bum, on the Glasgow 
Road, in a straight line to a point up the Pudzeoch Burn which is distant three hundred 
yards in« straight line from the said bridge ; thence in a straight line to a point on the 
Greenock Road which is distant two hundred and fifty yards (measured along the 
Greenock Road) from the point at which the same leaves the Paisley Road ; thence in 
a straight line to a point on the River Clyde which is distant three hundred yards (mea- 
sured along the River Clyde) below the point at which the same is joined by the canal ; 
thence along the River Clyde to the point at which the same is joined by the canal ; 
thence along the canal to the point at which the same is joined by the Pudzeoch Burn ; 
thence along the Pudzeoch Bum to the bridge aforesaid. 

r2 
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RvTRfiROLEK.-— From the point at which the River Clyde is joined by the Polmadie 
Bwn, up the River Clyde, to Dalmarnock Bridge ; thence in a straight line, through the 
point at which the road from Dalmarnock Bridge to Muirkirk leaves the road from Dal- 
marnock Bridge to Hamilton, to the point at which such straight line reaches the southern 
road from Rutherglen to Hamilton ; thence in a straight line to a point in the Castlemilk 
Road which is distant seven hundred yards (measured along the Castlemilk Road) from 
the point at which the same joins the main street of Rutherglen ; thence in a straight 
line to a point on the Newhouse Road which is distant three hundred yards (measured 
along the Newhouse Ro9d) from the point at which the same leaves the Uangingshaws 
Road ; thence in a straight line to the bridge over the Polmadie Bum on the Glasgow 
Road ; thence down the Polmadie Burn to the point first described. 

Port Gijisgow. — From the point on the shore, west of the town, where Devols Bum 
enters the Firth of Clyde, up the said bum to the waterfall in Devols Glen ; thence in a 
straight line to a point in Uie Mill-dam Burn which is one thousand yards, measured 
along the same, above the point where it enters the Clyde ; thence in a straight line to a 
point on the boundary between the parishes of Port Glasgow and Kilmalcolm which is 
distant eight hundred yards, measured along the said. boundary, from the point where it 
meets the Clyde ; thence down the said boundary to its termination on the shore ; thence 
west along the shore to the point first described. 



9— HADDINGTON DISTRICT. 

North Berwick. — ^From the Yellow Craig in a straight line to the point at which the 
Dunbar Road would be cut by a straight line to be drawn thereto from the Isle of May 
Lighthouse through the Yellow Craig ; thence in a straight line to a point two hundred 
yards to the south of the middle of the Edinburgh Road in the direction of a line drawn 
from the westernmost point of Craig Leith through the easternmost point of the rock 
called Craig-in-Touch or Powart Rock ; thence in a straight line, in the direction of the 
said easternmost point of the rock called Craigwin-Touch or Powart Rock, to the point 
at which such straight line cuts the shore of the Firth of Forth ; thence along the shore 
of the Firth of Forth to the Yellow Craig. 

Dunbar. — From the point, on the south-east of the town, at which the eastern boan- 
dary of the town land meets the sea-coast, along the eastern boundary of the town land, 
to the point at which the same meets the Berwick Road ; thence in a straight line, in the 
dir^ption of the Hopetoun Monument near Haddington, to the point at which such straight 
line cuts the road from Bowerhouse to Belhaven ; thence along the road from Bowerhouse 
to Belhaven to the point at which the same meets the Belhaven Burn ; thence <lown the 
Belhaven Burn to the point at which the same reaches the sea ; thence along the sea- 
coast to the point first described. 

Haddington. — From a point on the Dunbar Road which is distant two hundred y&nls 
(measured along the Dunbar Road) to the east of the point at which the Athelstonford 
Road leaves the same, in a straight line to the north-eastern corner of the burial ground 
of St. Martin's chapel ; thence along the lane which leads to St. Martin's chapel from 
the Morebam Road to the point at which such lane joins the Moreham Road ; thence in 
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a straight Hoe to a poii^t on the Giiford Road which is distant two hundred yards (mea- 
sured along the GifFord Road) to the south of the point at which the same leaves the 
Moieham Road ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the River Tyne would 
be cut hy a straight line to be drawn from the point last described to the northern end of 
Waterloo Bridge ; thence up the River Tyne to the Burgh Mill-dam ; thence in a 
straight line to a point on the Pencaitland Road which is distant five hundred yards 
(measured along the Pencaitland Road) to the west of the point at which the same leaves 
the High Street of Haddington ; thence in a straight line to tlte north-western corner of 
the premises of Bellevue« the westernmost of the Gallow Green Feus ; thence in a straight 
line to the point at which the road from Whisky Row, by the eastern side of the Glebe, 
is met by a cross road leading therefrom by Goatfield to the Athelstouford Road ; thence 
along the said cross road to the point at which the same joins the Athelstouford Road ; 
thence in a straight line to the point first described. 

Jbdbubgh. — ^From the Flour Mill Bridge over the River Jed, on the north-east of the 
town, in a straight line to the point at which the footpath from Timpen Dean joins the 
Totches Baulk Road ; thence, westward, along the Totches Baulk Road to the point at 
which the same meets the Tudhope Loaning ; thence in a straight line to a point on the 
Hawick Road which is distant three hundred yards (measured along the Hawick Road) 
to the south-west of the north-western angle of the enclosure of the castle ; thence in a 
straight line to the Inchbonnie or second bridge over the River Jed ; thence in a straight 
line to the point at which the new road to Oxnam joins the old road to Oxnam ; thence 
in a straight line to the said Flour Mill Bridge. 

Lauder. — From a point on the Kelso Road which is distant six hundred yards (mea- 
sured along the Kelso Road) from the church of Lauder, in a straight line to a point on 
the Lauder Bum which is distant three hundred and fifty yards (measured along the 
Lauder Burn) below the bridge over the same on the road to Woodhead and Gattonside ; 
thence up the Lauder Burn to the said bridge ; thence in a straight line to a point on the 
Washing Burn which is distant two hundred yards (measured along the Washing Burn) 
above the bridge over the same on the Edinburgh Road ', thence down the Waihing Burn 
to the point at which the same meets the park wall of Thirlestane ; thence, eastward', 
along the park wall of Thirlestane to the point at which the same reaches the Kelso 
Ro^d \ thence along the Kelso Road to the point first described. 



10 LEiTH District. 

LsiTH.-r-From the point at which the shore of the Firth of Forth would be cut by a 
straight line to be drawn thereto from the spire of the Tron church in ^inburgh through 
the point at which the feeder joins the western side of Lochend Loch, in a straight line 
to the said point at which the feeder joins the western side of Lochend Loch ; thence in 
a straight line tp the point at which Pilrig Street joins Leith Walk ; thence along Pilrig 
^tniet and the Bpnnington lioad to the ppint at which the la^er joins the Queensferry 
Road ; |henpe, westward, along the Queensferry Road to a point which is distant four 
hundred y?^rds (measured along the Queensferry Road) to the west of the point at which 
\Jtke same meets the Inverleith {load, at the house called Golden Acre; thence in a 
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Btraight line to the point at which the Wardie Burn joins the Firth of Forth ; thence 
along the shore of the Firth of Forth to the point first described. 

Musselburgh. — From the point at which the Magdalene Burn joins the Firth of Forth, 
up the Magdalene Burn, to a point which is distant fifty yards (measured along the 
Magdalene Burn) above Magdalene Bridge ; thence in a straight line, in the direction of 
the spire of Inveresk church, to the point at which such straight line cuts the River 
£sk ; thence in a straight line to a point in the road from Newbigging to Inveresk which 
is distant two hundred yards (measured along such road) to the south of the point (in the 
street of Newbigging) at which the same leaves the road from Newbigging to Haddington 
and Prestonpans ; thence in a straight line through the seventh mile-stone on the road 
from Edinburgh to Haddington to the Ravenshaugh Bum ; thence down the Ravenshaugh 
Burn to the point at which the same joins the Firth of Forth ; thence along the shore of 
the Firth of Forth to the point first described. 

FoRTOBBLLO. — From the fountain of Saltpans on the Musselburgh Road, southward, 
in a straight line (in the direction of a straight line drawn from the east end of Inchkeith) 
to a point one hundred and fifty yards distant ; thence in a straight line, in the direction 
of Nelson's Monument on the Calton Hill, to the point at which such straight line cute 
the Duddingston Road ; thence, northward, along the Duddingston Road to the point at 
which the same meets the Edinburgh Road ; thence in a straight line to the point at 
which the shore of the Firth of Forth would be cut by a straight line to be drawn thereto 
from the summit of Arthur's Seat through the point laft described ; thence along the 
shore of the Firth of Forth to the point first described. 



II.— FALKIRK biSTRICT. 



AxRORiB. — From the bridge over the South Bum on the Glasgow Road, along the 
South Burn, to a point which is distant five hundred yards (measured along the South 
Burn) to the east of the said bridge ; thence in a straight line to a point on the Gartlee 
Road which is distant five hundred yards (measured along the Gartlee Road) to the 
south of the point at which the same meets Graham Street ; thence in a straight line 
to a point on the high road from Carlisle to Stirling which is distant one hundred 
yards (measured along such road) to the south of the point at which the same meets the 
Edinburgh Road ; thence along the said road to Stirling to the bridge on the same over 
the North Burn ; thence in a straight line to a point on the road from North Bridge 
Street to New Monkland Church which is distant five hundred yards (measured along 
such Road) to |the north of the bridge on the same over the North Bum ; thence in a 
straight line to the bridge over the Railway on the Kirkintulloch Road near Windhall ; 
thence in a straight line to the bridge first described. 

Falkirk> — From a point on the Edinburgh Road which is distant four hundred yards 
(measured along the Edinburgh Road) to the east of the bridge on the same over the east 
or meadow or Ladys Mill Burn, in a straight line to the bridge on the Grangemouth 
Road over the same bum ; thence along the said burn to the point at which the same 
passes un4er the Forth and Clyde Canal ; thence, eastward, along the Forth and Clyde 
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Canal to the point at which the same meets the road to Dalderse House ; thence, north- 
ward, along the road to Dalderse House to a point which is distant three hundred yards 
(measured along the road to Dalderse House) from the point last described ; thence in a 
straight line to a point on the Alloa and Carron Road which is distant two hundred yards 
(measured along the Alloa and Carron Road) from the point at which the same meets St. 
David's Lane ; thence along the Alloa and Carron Road to the point at which the same 
meets St. David's Lane ; thence along the Road to Burnhouse to the point at which the 
same meets the West Burn ; thence in a straight line to the twenty- fourth milestone on 
the Stirling Road ; thence in a straight line to a point on the Road by Burnhead and 
Gartcows to South Bantaskine which is distant one hundred yards (measured along such 
road) to the south-west of the point at which the same is met by the West Burn ; thence 
in a straight line to the south-eastern corner of the Farkfoot Washing Green ; thence in 
a straight line to the point first described. 

Hamilton. — From Covan Burn Bridge, on the road to Lanark, in a straight line to 
the point in the lower park wall of Hamilton Palace where it meets the great south 
avenue of the said palace ; thence, westward, along the said wall to a point in the same 
Qix hundred yards beyond the 'intersection of the Cambuslang and Glasgow Road with 
the said wall ; thence in a straight line to the bridge on the said road over Wellhall 
Burn ; thence up the said burn to the point where it is met by the March Fence be- 
tween the burgh and the lands of Over Auchingraymont ; thence, southward, along the 
said fence to the point where it meets the road to Earnock ; thence in a straight line, 
through a point on the road to Strathaven which is five hundred and twenty yards (mea- 
sured along the said road) south of the Butterburn Bridge, continued until it meets the 
upper park wall of Hamilton Palace ; thence, eastward, along the said park wall to the 
point where it meets the Covan Burn -, thence down the same to the point first de- 
scribed. 

Lanark. — From a point on the River Clyde which is distant one hundred and fifty 
yards (measured along the River Clyde) below the bridge over the same on the southern 
branch of the Glasgow Road, in a straight line to a point on the old road to Carluke 
which is distant one hundred and fifty yards (measured along such old road from the point 
at which the same leaves the Glasgow Road ; thence in a straight line to the point, near 
Mansfield, at which the Jerviswood Road leaves the northern Edinburgh Road ; thence 
in a straight line to a point on the southern Edinburgh Road which is distant one hun- 
dred yards (measured along such road) to the east of the eastern comer of Browns Square ; 
thence in a straight line to the centre of the ruins of the parish church , thence in a 
straight line to a point on the River Clyde which is distant seven hundred and fifty yards 
(measured along the River Clyde) above the bridge over the same on the southern branch 
of the Glasgow Road ; thence down the River Clyde to the point first described. 

Linlithgow. — From a point on the Union Canal which is distant one hundred and 
fifty yards (measured along the Union Canal) to the north-east of the aqueduct over the 
Edinburgh Road, in a straight line to the point at which the burn adjoins the eastern end 
of Linlithgow Loch ; thence along the southern shore of Linlithgow Loch to the point at 
which the same is joined by the burn which runs therefrom across the Borrowstowness 
Road ; thence along the last- mentioned burn to the bridge over the same on the Borrow- 
stowness Road ; thence in a straight line to a point on the Falkirk Road which is distant 
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one hundred and fifty yardi (metsuifd along the Falkirk Bond) from the point at which 
the Torphichen Road leaves the same ; thence in a straight line to the bridge marked 
No. 45, over the Union Canal on the Bathgate Road ; thence in a straight line to the 
aqueduct over the Edinburgh Road ; thenee along the Union Canal to the point first de- 
scribed. 



12.— AYR DISTRICT. 



Atb.— -From the end of the mill-dam dyke on the right bank of the River Ayr, and on 
the east of the town, in a straight line to the Hawk-hill Bridge ; thence along the road 
which passes the south-eastern side of the Newton Muir, and in a line in continuation of 
the direction of such road, to the Half-mil^ Bum ; thence down the Half-mile Bum to 
the point at which the same joins the Firth of Clyde ; thence along the shore of the 
Firth of Clyde to the point at which the same is met hy the road which runs thereto from 
the Holmstone Toll Bar, past the race-course, and between the lands of Blackburn and 
Seafield ; thence along the road last described to a point which is distant two hundred 
and sixty yards (measured along the same) to the east of the point at which the same 
crosses the old May bole Road ; thence in a straight ^line to the point first described. 

Campbell Town. — From the point on the. south-east of the town, at which the Kil- 
kerran Burn joins the sea, up the Kilkerran Bum to the point at which the same coming 
down from Bengoillan nearly forms a right angle in turning towards the sea ; thence in 
a straight line to the summit of the hill called Barley Bannocks ; thence in a straight line 
to the bridge over the Witch Burn on the Southend Road ; thence in a straight line to 
the point at which the road to Knockscalbert leaves the Inverary West Road ; thence in 
a straight line to the first point of the rock on Balligreggon Hill ; thence in a straight 
line, in the direction of the summit of the island of Avarr, to the point at which such 
straight line cuts the Barraskomil Bum ^ thence down the Barraskomil Bum to the point 
at which the same joins the is^a ; thence along the sea shore to the point first de- 
scribed. 

Inverary. — From the western angle of Point House, on the west of the town, in a 
straight line to a point which is distant three hundred yards due north of the same ; thence 
in a straight line to the point at which the Dalmally Road meets the upper or great 
avenue to Inverary Castle ; thence in a straight line to a point on the shore of Loch 
Fine which is distant one hundred and fifty yards (measured along the shore) to the east 
of the north end of the pier ; thence along the shore of Loch Fine to that point thereof 
which is nearest to the point first described ; thence in a straight line to the point first 
described. 

Irvinb. — From the Flagstaff near the junction of the River Irvine with the sea (about 
one hundred yards south of the point where the pier head leaves the shore) in a straight 
line, through the stone at the western comer of the March Fence of the minister's glebe, 
to the River Anwick ; thence up the River Anwick to a point which is distant two 
hundred and ninety-five yards (measured along the River Anwick) above the bridge over 
the same, on the Kilmamock Road ; thence in a straight line, in a north-westerly direc- 
tion, to the point at which the burn called the Ministers Cast makes an angle in turning 
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to the west ; thence dowQ ** The Ministers Cast" to the point at which the same joins 
the River Irvine ; thence down the River Irvine to that point thereof which is nearest to 
the Flagstaff aforesaid, thence in a straight line to the Flagstaff aforesaid. 

Oban. — ^The space on the main land included within a circle described with a radiifs 
of one half mile from the point as a centre where the street leading to the old Inverary 
Road meets the street along the shore. 



13.— DUMFRIES DISTRICT. 



Annan.— -From the point, on the north of the town, at which the Galla Bank Bum 
joins the River Annan, in a straight line to a point on the Prestonfield Road which is 
distant one hundred yards (measured along the Prestonfield Road) from the point at 
which the same leaves the Prestonhall Road ; thence in a straight line to the point near 
New Dyke at which the Langholm Road leaves the Carlisle Road ; thence in a straight 
line through the Blindpeat Well to the River Annan ; thence up the River Annan to the 
point first described. 

Dumfries. — From the point, on the north of the town, at which the Townhead Branch 
of the Edinburgh Road joins the English Street Branch of the same road, in a straight 
line to the bridge over the Maryholm Burn on the Lincluden Road ; thence in a straight 
line to a point on the Terregles Road which is distant five hundred yards (measured along 
Terregles Street and the Terregles Road) from tHe point at which Terregles Street meets 
Galloway Street ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the Castle Douglas 
Road leaves the Dalbeaty Road ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the left 
bank of the River Nith is cut by a straight line drawn thereto due west from the Maidens 
Bower Craig ; thence along the last-mentioned straight line to the point at which the 
same cuts the Caerlavrock Road ; thence in a straight line to a point at which the Road 
to Gilbrae leaves the road to Callside ; thence in a straight line to a point which is distant 
one hundred yards due east from the point first described ; thence in a straight line to the 
point first described. 

KiRECuoBRioHT. — Fiom tho point, on the west of the town, at which the Rivet Dee 
would be cut by a line to be drawn thereto parallel to theJHigh Street leading from the mar- 
ket cross to Bar Hill, from the point at which the new road to St. Mary^s Isle leaves the road 
to Dundrennan in a straight line through the point at which the road to St. Mary's Isle leaves 
the road to Dundrennan to a point which is four hundred yards beyond the same ; thence 
in a straight line to a point which is seven hundred yards due east of the northern extre- 
mity of the Stirling Acres Embankment ; thence in a straight line to the northern extre- 
mity of the Stirling Acres Embankment ; thence [down the River Dee to the point first 
described. 

LocHMABEN. — From the point, on the north-east of the town, near Bogle-hole, at 
which a Burn crosses the road to the bridge on Kennel Water, in a straight line to a 
point on the bank of the Castle Loch which is distant five hundred yards in a straight 
line to the south-east of the summit of the knoll of the old castle ; thence in straight 
line to the summit of the knoll of the old castle ; thence in a straight line to a point on 
the Dumfries Road which is distant five hundred yards (measured along the Dumfries 
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Road) to the west of the town-house ; thence in a straight line to a point which is four 
hundred yards due west of the point first described ; thence in a straight line to the 
point first described. 

Sanquhar. — From the point, on the south of the town, at which the Town-fit Bum 
joins the river Nith, up the Town-fit Bum to a point which is distant two hundred and 
fifty yards (measured along such Bum) to the north of the point at which the same 
crosses the Dumfries Road ; thence in a straight line to the bridge over the Crawick 
Burn on the Whitehill Road ; thence down the Crawick Burn to the point at which the 
same joins the River Nith ; thence along the River Nith to the point first described. 



14.— WIGTON DISTRICT. 



New Galloway. — From a point on the road to Kells Church which is distant five 
hundred yards (measured along such road) to the north of the north-western comer of 
the Town-house, in a straight line drawn due east to a point three hundred yards distant ; 
thence in a straight line to a point which is distant three hundred yards due west from a 
point on the Kirkcudbright Road which is distant four hundred yards (measured along 
the Kirkcudbright Road) to the south of the Town-house ; thence in a straight line, 
through the said point on the Kircudbright-road to a point which is distant three hundred yards 
due west therefrom ; thence in a straight Ij^e to a point which is distant three hundred yards 
due west from the point first described ; thence in a straight line to the point first described. 

Stranraer. — From that point on the shore of Loch Ryan which is due north-east of 
the point at which the two roads from Stranraer to Leswalt meet, in a straight line, 
through the point at which such two roads meet, to a point seven hundred yards beyond 
the same ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the road from the church to Fort- 
patrick meets the road from the Meeting-house to Portpatrick ; thence in a straight line 
to a point on the Dumfries Road which is distant seven hundred yards (measured along 
the Dumfries Road) from the point at which the same is met by the road from the Meet- 
ing-house to Portpatrick ; thence in a straight line, drawn due north-east, to the shore of 
Loch Ryan , thence along the shore of Loch Ryan to the point first described. 

Whithorn. — From a point on the Portwilliam Road which is distant two hundred 
yards (measured along the Portwilliam Road) to the west of the point at which the same 
leaves the Wigton Road in a straight line to a point on the Glasserton Road which is 
distant five hundred yards (measured along the Glasserton Road) from the point at 
which the Isle of Whithom Road leaves the same ; thence in a straight line to a point 
on the Isle of Whithorn Road which is distant five hundred yards (measured along the 
Isle of Whithom Road) from the point at which the same leaves the Glasserton Road ; 
thence in a straight line to a point on the road or street called the Raw, leading in a south- 
easterly direction from the Town-house, five hundred yards distant therefrom (measured 
along the said road) ; thence in a straight line to a point on the Garlieston Road which 
is distant two hundred yards (measured along the Garlieston Road) from the poiot at 
which the same leaves the Wigton Road ; thence in a straight line to the point first 
described. 
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WiOTON. — From a point on the sea shore, on the north >east of the town, which is dis- 
tant four hundred yards (measured along the shore) to the north of the point at which 
the Croft-en- Reich Burn joins the sea, in a straight line to the point, at Trammond Ford, 
at which the Glenluce Road meets a road to Bladenoch ; thence in a straight line to a 
point on the Bladenoch Water which is distant one hundred yards (measured along the 
Bladenoch Water) ahove Bladenoch bridge ; thence down the Bladenoch Water to the 
point at which the same joins the sea ; thence along the sea shore to the point first de- 
scribed. 
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** A work which we can safely recommend, as well to our professional 
friends as to all readers interested in the subject. Mr. Worasworth has 
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and has brought the whole, including the Reform Act and the Division of 
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Mr. Wordsworth may, indeed, be said to have set a good example of 
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2, 1832. 
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tions of members of parliament, and must prove of great utility to solicitors, 
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